Modernizing the History Survey: Expanding the Classroom Online

Gregory Summers

As a member of the Department of History at UWSP, I routinely teach “History 212: United States History Since 1877.”  The course is an entry-level survey of modern United States history.  Like most historians, I teach mainly through lectures and reading assignments.  I measure student performance through “bluebook” exams in which students write essays in response to broad historical questions.  Although I receive excellent evaluations from students, I have come to believe that my approach is poorly suited to students of the Millennial Generation.
The Problem:
· Students demand more active learning experiences than lectures and readings provide.
· My essay exams are a poor reflection of student learning.

The Objective: 
· Revise History 212 in order to complement Millennial learning styles.

The Methodology:
· Use Desire2Learn (D2L), an online course package licensed for use by UWSP, to transform History 212 into a hybrid course taught in the classroom and online.  (Note: I have used D2L to teach an online course: www.uwsp.edu/history/gsummers).
· D2L will allow me to incorporate a variety of new teaching methods to reach students not engaged by traditional lectures.

· web-based course content and discussion groups

· audio-visual materials

· out-of-class group projects 
· D2L will provide me with numerous ways to measure student performance beyond the conventional bluebook essay.

· online historical exercises

· contributions to web-based discussions

· performance in group activities.
· D2L will allow me to gauge the success of my revisions and explore generational differences among students through online surveys at the beginning, middle, and end of the semester.
The Anticipated Outcome:
· To create a more active, engaging, and flexible learning experience in History 212 by offering a variety of means by which students can learn and perform.

· To suggest revisions to other courses, both in my department and the teaching of liberal arts in general.
The Projected Timeline: 
· Revise History 212 during the summer.

· Literature review and course syllabus by 6/30; content in D2L by 7/31; assessments in D2L by 8/31

· Teach the course during Fall 2004.

· Compile the results of the project for publication or presentation by January 2005.
