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Wisconsin’s AIS programs are supported by the Wisconsin Lakes Partnership. 
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Roadmap for presentation—main topics to cover 

1. Background/introduction 

2. Species examples 

3. Wisconsin AIS programs 

4. Ways that citizens can help 

5. Resources for more information 
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Many are familiar with invasive species and the problems they cause, but want

 to give a little introduction to make sure that all on the same page and up to

 speed. 

Definition: Invasive species are non-native plants, animals and pathogens that

 may cause economic, environmental and recreational harm, or affect human

 health. 

Invasive because in native environments predators, parasites, pathogens, and

 competitors keep these species in check and create a balance, but in a new

 environment those checks and balances aren’t there. 

These species can out-compete native species because they are aggressive,

 reproduce quickly and mature early. 
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To give you some numbers:… 

And then came VHS.  The publicity that accompanied VHS allowed us to get

 our message of prevention across to a lot of the public that we may not have

 otherwise reached, and the materials and information provided by the DNR

 Fisheries were really useful in helping educate the public and keep them

 informed about VHS. 

Looking at these numbers and the impact of VHS on Wisconsin’s waters, it’s

 easy to understand why it’s easy for some people to feel pretty hopeless about

 preventing the introduction and spread of invasive species.  In fact, most of

 the news we get today about our environment nowadays is negative.  For these

 reasons, it’s important to remember… (next slide) 
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…That there IS something that we can do to make a difference!!  Wisconsin is

 has an active AIS program and you can get involved, too! 
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Statewide watercraft inspection program has several components that span a

 spectrum from paid DNR staff to local citizen volunteers. 

The Clean Boats Clean Waters program trains citizen volunteers to work at

 landings on their local lakes.  These are often lakes that are currently free of

 invasives that people want to protect. 

Workshops are conducted throughout the state for people interested in starting

 CBCW in their area. 
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Our volunteers help us achieve our main goals… 
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This message is the heart of aquatic invasive species prevention! 

So, is this message reaching boaters and other lake users? 
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It seems to be!  This is data was collected by CBCW volunteers and DNR

 Watercraft Inspectors from 2004-2007.  One of the questions on the Watercraft

 Inspection Report form was “Do you take the recommended AIS prevention

 steps?”  I was skeptical of this question when I first saw the data sheet,

 thinking “who in their right mind would say No!”  However, people obviously

 used to!  And in 2007, we saw an increase from 72% to 90% in the number of

 people who reported taking the prevention steps.  This is encouraging

 information and allows us to move forward and ask a more specific question. 



Since we have data that shows folks are taking the AIS prevention steps, we

 were interested in learning what steps people took most often.  This past

 summer, we altered the previously mentioned question to ask about each

 specific prevention step.  Inspectors asked boaters and anglers, “Which

 prevention steps did you take after your last boating trip?”  The data collected

 by inspectors suggests that inspecting your boat and equipment for plants and

 removing them is the step taken most often, followed closely by draining the

 water from you boat and equipment.  This data helps us know that we need to

 do a better job of spreading the word about the remaining prevention steps and

 explaining why they are important. 
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It is also useful to know how aware boaters are of AIS regulations.  This

 question refers to the regulation in Wisconsin that states it is illegal to launch a

 boat into a water body with any aquatic plants or animals attached to it (called

 WI Statute 30.715).  You can see how the awareness has increased over the

 years.  This is thanks to the efforts of all the watercraft inspectors who spend

 time at the landings sharing AIS information!  We wouldn’t even be able to

 share this data with you today if it wasn’t for them. 
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It also seems that our prevention message is getting out to politicians as well.  I

 previously mentioned the statute that prohibits the launching of a boat or

 trailer into a water body with any aquatic plants attached.  Many of you may

 also be familiar with the ordinance that some counties have enacted that

 prohibit anyone from transporting aquatic invasive species on boats, trailers,

 or other equipment.  It’s only a matter of time before a similar statewide

 ordinance is adopted. 

The arrival of VHS also brought new regulations that address preventing the

 spread of an AIS that is spread by water and impossible to see with the naked

 eye. 
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So what can we do to help protect Wisconsin’s lakes?  Follow the prevention

 steps and be responsible when buying water plants and animals – know what

 you’re buying for your aquarium or pond and never release plants or animals

 into nature. 

Join the CBCW efforts or help monitor for AIS as a volunteer!  There’s a lot of

 different way you can get involved. 



If you have any questions, please contact any of the AIS staff. 
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