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The whip came down hard on the young girl’s back, splitting the skin and allowing the ruby blood to spill out onto the surface. Noise erupted from all corners of the stadium. The girl slumped over; passing out from the pain. She was taken off the poles she was chained to and handed off to the two people waiting in the wings.

Her brother Zach and best friend May took Annie’s dead weight, holding her up by putting her arms around their necks. They dragged her body to the doors of the girl's barracks. From there, May took over, pulling Annie onto her back.

“I’ll be out here if you need me.” Zach said. May nodded, she knew the drill. 

Zach helped her open the door while May made the slow walk over to Annie’s bed, Annie’s feet dragging over the smooth floor. The girls were the only two in the barracks. May made it to the bed and slowly managed to get her on the bed without irritating her wounds, which were still bleeding quite a bit. May had to get her fixed up before it was time for work or Annie would just be in trouble again.

May began the process of acquiring strips of cloth for her back and warm water to clean the wounds. 

The sun was just coming up when the aircraft was docked on the platform. The door opened with a thud and the five men emerged from inside the craft, stiff from the long journey. The general was on the platform ready to meet them. 

Officer Scott was the last one to exit the plane. The sudden brightness from the morning stunned him and he had to shut his eyes from the light. He had been asleep for most of the trip and was not happy about being here. This would have been his last choice for his station, if he had been given a choice that is. The United Military was very strict with its rules and laws for its commanding officers. He had gotten the short end of the stick and was sent here so as to bring in more military, not that it was really needed. There weren’t any problems here and there never had been, not in the last twelve years of the planet’s use.

Scott’s new black boots made walking very uncomfortable for him, but they would be broken in soon enough. The new uniform was a major plus, navy blue with a little crop logo on the left breast pocket. Even the hat was a nice new feature, navy blue with the crop logo right in the center.  

Annie rubbed her eyes. Why is it so bright in here? She thought. Annie looked over at the bed on her right and noticed May was not lying there. Annie looked at the end of the bed and noticed she was standing there straight as a board. Argh, not again!

Annie rolled out of bed, standing as straight as she could. The movement forced the blood to rush to her head, which left spots floating in front of her eyes. Annie swayed with a sudden lightheadedness and stumbled forward. It was enough to get her noticed. 

“You there, stand up straight, or you will be whipped for your incompetence! “


Ah, the first threat of the day. You got to love the first one, Annie thought. She managed to regain her balance and stood up straight. 


Scott was staring off into the distance. The general stood in front of them talking about something or other, Scott wasn’t really paying attention and he didn’t see how anyone could. There was so much to see and hear. This planet was interesting; lush and green, much like he had been told Earth had looked like. There were spots where the land was lighter and tall stalks grew out of the ground, there were also pools of water stretched off into the landscape. Scott could not believe his eyes, there was water and trees as far as the eye could see. No one Scott knew had seen anything like this.


“As you can see,” the general waved his hand, “our planet is quite unique. We are one of the few that can actually grow the food you eat every day. Our water supply has gotten better in the last few years as well. We are no longer worried about our slaves dying to young because of the toxic water. You all remember the great gas that spread out throughout the planets? Well, it just missed us since we are on the outer rim.”


The general led them off of the platform and into one of the nearby buildings. Here there were all sorts of machines used for crops, ones that washed them and others got them packaged. The general led them over to a large land speeder, commonly used to get around on this planet. He motioned for them to get in and they took off across the land. Scott moved his eyes over everything. It was so beautiful. Nothing on any of the other planets could compare to this. The sounds and the color, all of it just washed over him, taking him in. In the background, he could faintly hear the general’s voice as he led them around camp. The camp was huge with twelve different sections and a dozen different leaders of those sections; it was a lot to take in. 


“Lastly, I will be dropping you off at your new post. Dinner is at six o’ clock. You will be formally introduced to the rest of the officers.” After a few minutes, the speeder began slowing down. “Officer Scott, this is going to be your post for the moment. There might be some changes made later, but anyway, I want you to report to Officer Kise. He will show you what you have to watch out for and such.” Scott hopped out of the speeder and stood back with his hand at his head, saluting as the rest of them took off again. 


Annie was the first to spot the new officer, mostly because he walked as if he did not know where he was going. This was a walk Annie had seen many times before. She nudged her older brother, Zach and pointed out the new guard.


“Look, fresh meat!” She laughed.


“Annie, would you stop? Why don’t you try to be good for once? It might be fun.” Zach pleaded.


“Now why would I do that and tarnish my record?” She smiled.


“Whatever you say Annie, just be careful.”


Annie grabbed the closest ear of corn and started piling more in her arms. When she couldn’t hold anymore she took them over to her speeder and dumped the heavy load into the back. Zach was doing the same, only he was more concerned about putting it in nicely. 

“Why do you do that, Zach?”


“What?”


“The guards treat us like dirt, and you get back at them by putting the corn nicely in your speeder. How does that accomplish anything?!” She asked.


Zack just rolled his eyes; they had talked about this many times before.  Annie was the rebel though, not him. Zach just ignored her comment and kept on working. 


When they had both filled their speeders up with as much as corn possible, they got in and rode off to the weighing point. It was a long and tedious process they had gone through every day since they had been brought here. 


Annie and Zach had been brought to this planet when they were very young. Their parents had died after a war which had been lost resulting in the destruction of their home planet. The Resistance had been destroyed, without them their children were turned into slaves. No one could stop them, and there were too many orphan children. So the new government turned a blind eye to these children, completely ignoring their cries for help, which had long since ended.  Only Annie and a few others had kept the resistance in mind.

Chapter 2

Scott stood by the weighing machine, counting off numbers and pounds, recording the numbers as they went by on the screen. He had never been good at mathematics and was just hoping he wasn’t messing up the numbers that badly. 

About an hour later Officer Kise came in the room and ordered him out. Apparently all of his numbers had been off and Officer Kise was tired of correcting them. Scott was moved to a place where there was no math involved. He was now in charge of overseeing the shipping of the crops. But he had a feeling he would be moved again soon. He wasn’t surprised, he was a military man, he didn’t know anything about crops. 

Annie was getting her last load weighed, when a voice stopped her. The new Officer, had just called to her. 

So he got moved already, she thought. Smart guy we got here, she laughed silently to herself. But she waited for him to say something.


“Excuse me; I was wondering if I could get a lift back to the base camp. It’s a pretty long walk, and I don’t have a speeder like I was promised. Anyway, would it be alright?”


Yup, a real smart one here, she thought. All she could do was stare at him with her mouth hanging open. He had just asked her for a ride, he wasn’t supposed to do that! Suddenly her brother’s words rang in her head. “Why don’t you try to be good for once?”

“Oh umm, sure I guess.”


“Thanks.” Scott hopped in the back of the speeder, just managing to avoid the vegetables. She started moving forward and began to leave the terminal. Annie tried to pretend like there was no one sitting behind her, but she could still hear his breathing, it was made her a little uncomfortable. She wasn’t sure if she was able to talk to him, so she stayed quiet, if he wanted to talk he could make the first move.


Scott was enjoying the view, watching things whip by with the speeder creating dust in its wake. “So how long have you been here?”


“I have been here most of my life. I am not really sure how long it’s been. Age isn’t something that is essential here.”


Scott nodded. “Well by the looks of it I’d say you’re around sixteen or seventeen. But who knows maybe you just look young.”


Annie was silent the rest of the trip. 


“Why don’t you stop here, I don’t want you to get in trouble for helping me out.” Scott said into her ear so she could hear.


“Are you sure?”


“Yeah, it’s not far, I can walk the rest of the way.”


“Okay then.” Annie pulled over and let Scott jump out. The rusty speeder caught his pant leg and tore the fine material.


“Damn it. Oh well, thanks for the lift. I guess I will be seeing you around,” he smiled.


“Oh yeah, no problem.”


As soon as Annie got back to the base she went off in search of Zach; he was going to love this, a guard asking for a ride from a slave, it was unheard of! She finally found him in the mess hall getting food with some of the other slaves. As soon as she spotted him she pulled him out of the food line.


“Aww, Annie I was just getting to the food!”


“Oh, shut up Zach, you have to hear this! So you know the new guard we saw earlier today? Well he was the last one at the post and asked me for a ride back! Can you believe it? He asked ME for a ride!”


“So what did you do? You didn’t just leave him there did you?”


“No, I didn’t. I brought him back here, well close enough. He didn’t want to get in trouble.”


“Well good, I’m glad. It’s weird, but I’m glad. Hey so did you see the other group of guards that came in today? They were late, but they finally got here. There is one I am sure you will have issues with. Her name is Alice and she just screams trouble.” Zach pointed her out to Annie.


Alice was a short blonde, with a hard face. Zach was right; she definitely looked like a hard ass.  “You might not have had issues with that guy guard today, but I don’t think you will be so lucky with her.”


Annie nodded, “Probably not.”


Zach and Annie got back in line for food and ate.
