Lauren has cultivated a unique poetic style throughout her college career, and has been using this semester as an opportunity to sharpen her approach to the craft.  Exploring a food theme, she has combined both real and abstract imagery with a conversational, prose-like tone to create poems that communicate simple stories with an alluring undercurrent.  The following selection exemplifies Lauren’s candid storytelling along with her use of thought-provoking imagery.

~ Paul Kratwell, Honors Intern & Tutor ~

Haiku for Sushi

Shimulunas, Lauren

Little sushi bar, 

so small against McDonalds,

how long will you last?

Pristine little rolls,

tight colors wrapped like presents—

why are there no forks?

Sushi, sweet, keen, soft:

my mouth prickles, tongue alive;

you’re really raw fish?

The center table

boasts her, a living platter

dare I take a taste?

Flowers on her breasts,

sushi on her belly, my

chopsticks sneak a bite.
