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Exploratory Statement: For my exploratory paper, I have researched various frivolous lawsuits. I plan on detailing these lawsuits while writing a non-fictional, satirical essay. Thus far in my academic career, I have not written a satirical essay so I am excited to challenge my sympathetic, straight-forward writing style. 

Before sipping coffee from McDonald’s, make sure the label states: “Caution: Contents may be hot.” If the coffee does not have a warning label, sue them! We all remember the woman who sued McDonald’s and, later, received millions of dollars after burning her mouth by sipping the scalding hot coffee she ordered. This woman teaches us a valuable life lesson; if an untimely, tragic event occurs, which may or may not be our own fault, we must sue whomever we deem responsible for the catastrophe we had to face. Today, selfless lawyers and their unselfish clients sue for any reason imaginable and win.

During a recent broadcast, a local news station broke the story about nineteen-year-old Carl Truman, whose hand was run over by the car his neighbor was driving. The neighbor unjustly ran Carl’s hand over after Carl attempted to steal his neighbor’s hubcaps. Carl sued and won 74,000 dollars plus medical expenses. In my opinion, Carl was entitled to the money; in fact, if I were intelligent enough to steal a person’s hubcaps while the owner of the vehicle was in the car and my precious hand got run over in the process, I would also sue for wage compensation, as a result of time lost from work, as well as lawyer fees. After all, Carl could have suffered a debilitating injury, such as losing a sticky finger, that would inevitably hinder any further attempt to steal another person’s belongings. Furthermore, the neighbor was completely at fault, as he had no right to move his car while Mr. Truman was attempting to thieve his personal property. In order to better protect the rights of heroic individuals like Carl Truman, we must amend the constitution to state, “no person may move his/her vehicle while another person is attempting to steal his/her hubcaps.”

The next lawsuit I encountered comes from small claims court in Little Rock, Arkansas, where Jerry Williams was bitten in the buttocks by his neighbor’s beagle; Jerry later sued, winning 14,500 dollars plus medical expenses. The neighbor tried fighting the lawsuit, to no avail, stating that the beagle was on a chain in the defendant’s fenced-in yard. Not only was the beagle restrained, but the neighbor proved that Mr. Williams was provoking the dog by shooting it repeatedly with a pellet gun. Therefore, Mr. Williams was entitled to win this lawsuit, because any individual should be able to aggravate an animal without having the malicious, butt-snipping beast retaliate in its own defense. Due to this ferocious pup’s actions, Jerry Williams may no longer be able to discharge pellets into another animal without fearing any remaining psychological recurrences.  Consequently, not only should Mr. Williams win 14,500 dollars plus medical expenses, but the cruel, spiteful beagle should also be put down. We must always euthanize out-of-control animals that sink their canines into an unsuspecting, helpless human being. 

Speaking of helpless human beings, Kathleen Robertson of Austin, Texas, is an individual who exemplifies this role. After tripping over a toddler, and breaking her ankle in a furniture store, Kathleen sued the furniture store and was awarded 78,000 dollars. The owners of the furniture store could not believe the verdict, as the toddler was Ms. Robertson’s own child. Clearly, the presiding judge believed children cannot be held accountable for their own actions, and mothers who do not pay attention to their children’s whereabouts also cannot be held responsible for the actions resulting from the unattended child. To even think that the furniture store was appalled by the verdict proves corporate America is greedy and selfish with the money it earns. Furthermore, I cannot believe the furniture store did not attempt to settle financially with the woman before she took them to court. Although, whenever people sue for thousands of dollars in punitive damage, it is never about the money; it is about the distress that was inflicted upon these poor individuals.
 
Each year, hundreds of Americans take one another to court over drastic, life-changing events, such as spilling hot coffee on one’s lap. Although the United States’ Court System is backlogged with civil lawsuits, judges continue to provide justice to individuals who have suffered great agony from disastrous events that, in most cases, can only be traced back to the man or woman who is suing. An ignorant person may argue that these plaintiffs create frivolous lawsuits in an attempt to secure a potential financial gain; however, I do not believe this to be the case. As moral constituents, it is important to remember that whenever a person sues for a large sum of money, it is for the undue emotional and physical stress that was inflicted upon the righteous individual.
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