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Exploratory Statement: Traditional journalism is supposed to be free of bias and commentary, whereas these elements are standard for most of my writing.  I don’t like journalism because so much of what we read these days is filled with commentary which makes it hard to discern fact from opinion.  I set out to produce a piece of writing where my own bias did not influence the outcome and where the reader could be assured of getting “just the facts.”

	Army cadets from the University of Wisconsin Reserve Officer Training Corps took part in a multi-campus training event at Fort McCoy from the 2nd to the 5th of April, where the cadets were expected to meet the requirements for Army leaders in training exercises that simulated real-time tasks and scenarios.

	Each cadet was assigned at least one leadership position for the weekend.  These assignments included all leadership roles from company commander to squad leader.

	Cadets were assembled into squads, consisting of approximately ten cadets each.  These squads were assigned a leader from within their ranks and the squad leader was given the task of leading the squad through a mission.  Each mission was varied to provide the entire squad with a breadth of experience as both squad leader and squad member.

	Two training courses occupied the majority of the cadets’ time at Fort McCoy: the Field Leadership Reaction Course and the Situational Training Exercise Lanes.

	The Field Leadership Reaction Course (FLRC) is a collection of training sites that test the ability of cadets to think quickly and creatively.  Each cadet squad leader is given 3 minutes to receive an order and rewrite it to fit the needs of his/her squad.  He/she must then inform the squad of his/her plan and execute it within 15 minutes.  Restrictions may apply, as determined by the squad’s evaluator.  An example of a mission from the FLRC is a task where the squad leader needs to save an unconscious individual from a burning building without talking out loud to his/her squad members and without anyone touching the building except at specific locations.

	The Situational Training Exercise Lanes is a collection of training missions that simulate the sort of missions a squad leader may be expected to conduct in real-life combat-based scenarios.  For each Lane the squad leader is given a mission and must rewrite and disseminate that mission to his/her subordinates.  The squad leader then leads his/her squad in the task of completing the mission.  During these missions cadets must fight against simulated enemy forces.  These forces are played by the Opposition Forces Team – soldiers that dress and act as the enemy might – so that the cadets may experience situations as close to real combat as possible.  The cadets are armed with real weapons that have been loaded with blank ammunition so that they might also gain familiarity with using their weapons in real combat.  Sample missions include an assault against an enemy location and a reconnaissance of enemy activity in a given area.

	(As the safety of soldiers is a primary concern for the Army, all training events are prefaced with a safety briefing, wherein the soldiers in training are informed of the training hazards of the exercise they are about to complete.  Additionally each soldier is empowered with the role of “safety officer.”  This means that any soldier may call an end to training at any time if he/she observes an unsafe act being committed.)

	After each training event was completed, cadets gathered together for an After Action Review.  At this time the cadet squad leader would receive feedback from the event evaluator as well as his/her squad members about his/her performance.

	Cadets were also expected to complete two other training events: the Land Navigation Course, where the cadets were given a map, a compass and a series of grid points and had to locate those points in the field; and the Weapons Qualification Course, where the cadets had to shoot a rifle at a series of targets and score a minimum number of hits out of the total number of targets.

	UWSP cadets spent the weekend in training alongside cadets from such schools as the UW LaCrosse and Marquette University.

