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Exploratory Statement: In this paper, I wanted to explore satire in regard to political legislation, which led to this inhumane Congressional Act modeled upon Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal.”

A BILL

To reduce the dependency of the United States of America on fossil fuels and other greenhouse gas producing substances, to provide an alternative source of clean, renewable energy, to bolster the economy of the country, to reduce the national debt, to reduce the number of homeless and unemployed both domestically and abroad, and to reduce overcrowding in prisons.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Comprehensive Energy and Social Policy Act of 2009.”
SEC. 2.A. FINDINGS, DOMESTIC.

The Congress finds the following:

(1) The reliance of the United States of America upon fossil fuels, such as coal, petroleum, and natural gas, to provide electricity is hazardous to the environment and detrimental to the economy of the nation.  Air and water pollution and potential climate change pose dire threats to the domestic tranquility of American citizens.  Furthermore, dependence on petroleum products imported from Middle Eastern countries is both costly and deleterious to national security.

(2) The number of homeless in large domestic metropolitan areas is reaching disastrous proportions.  Experts believe that over five million people in the United States of America either are homeless or have unstable or unfit housing (Swifte, 2006).  These populations have historically become dependent upon the public, whether by burdening taxpayers or by soliciting unwarranted altruistic acts, and thereby act as a drain on the nation.  Measures must be taken to ensure the absorption of this prodigious population into productive society.

(3) State and federal prisons currently house four million citizens requiring reeducation in the sphere of appropriate public conduct.  This number is a substantially larger population than penal institutions can reasonably maintain, resulting in a large encumbrance on taxpayers and the government and overcrowded conditions for prisoners that may be considered cruel and unusual punishment.

SEC. 2.B. FINDINGS, FOREIGN.


The Congress finds the following:


(1) Many world nations, particularly developing Asian countries such as China and India, have poverty-stricken, homeless populations numbering in the hundreds of millions.  Experts estimate that thirty percent of the urban population of India lives either on the streets or in unfit housing (Guliveer, 2007).  Furthermore, these populations are increasing at exponential rates and are impeding the continued advancement of their nations of residence.  While many Western positions have been relocated to these areas in recent years, sufficient employment opportunities for the dependent populations do not exist.
(2) The United States of America at present owes a debt to China of approximately three hundred fifty billion United States dollars.

SEC. 3. PROPOSITIONS.
The Congress proposes the following:


(1) The environmental impact of energy production could be greatly reduced if electricity generators were powered manually rather than by traditional combustion mechanisms.  Instead of causing turbines to rotate with pressurized steam heated by coal, petroleum, or natural gas, turbines could be rotated manually by a large staff of laborers.


(2) The homeless, unemployed, and other dependent populations such as state prisoners, both domestic and abroad, could benefit from continual employment and provisions in manual electricity generation plants.  Nutritious meals essential for physical endurance could be provided by the plants, as well as nearby housing for the laborers and their families.  Furthermore, these facilities could provide basic health care, ensuring an extended and higher quality lifespan for employees.  

(3) In the event of the overexertion of said employed population, other conventional coal or petroleum power plants could be adapted to dispose of the resulting organic waste and provide additional electrical energy simultaneously.


(4) The economic impact of the adoption of these policies would be beneficial in that taxpayers would no longer have the obligation of supporting dependent populations through welfare and other similar unwarranted, eleemosynary programs, and, after the initial adaptation of existing power plants, the price of electrical energy would decrease significantly.


(5) Both those employed in electricity generation and those consuming the electricity would experience a greater sense of socioeconomic security.


(6) In addition, the Congress believes that overpopulated nations on the path to industrialism, particularly China and India, would be desirous to purchase manual electricity generation technology from the United States of America, thus nullifying a large portion, if not all, of the current debt owed to them.

SEC. 4. CONCLUSIONS.


The United States of America possesses the technology to enact these changes in its infrastructure, and due to the current environmental and economic crises, it is necessary to take drastic action to stimulate the economy of the nation and to prevent further damage to valuable natural resources.  For the good of the public and of the world, the United States of America must change its energy and social policies before it is too late.
