Hidden Treasures among Obvious Rewards

Emily Sage

When I first received the letter inviting me to become a Reading Writing tutor in the TLC I saw it as a great opportunity. Having recently been recruited, you may realize that this certainly is going to be a great opportunity for you as well. At the beginning, I was able to pick up on some obvious rewards the TLC had to offer. I knew that getting some tutoring experience would look good on a resume. I knew that I wanted to be a teacher; what a great experience. It also sounded like I would get to know and learn from some professional educators that could later come in handy for writing letters of recommendation. They would definitely get to know me because our class size was so small. In addition, I realized that I would be helping students in need and would possibly be able to make a positive difference in their learning. All of this sounded like an opportunity I wouldn’t be able to pass up. However, there are a few more important things you may not expect you will gain from tutoring in the TLC. A few of the hidden treasures include experiencing what the power of multiple minds working together can accomplish; as well as discovering what the ultimate reward of working in the TLC really is. As a beginning tutor you should be aware of what this tutoring opportunity really has the potential to offer you so that you can take full advantage.

	Working in the TLC has made me realize what the power of multiple minds working together at the same goal can really accomplish. Whether it is in the Practicum classroom with your fellow tutors or in the booth with a learner, there is more than one brain and much more can be accomplished. For example, in the classroom, you will always be surrounded by other talented writers with many different ideas. This is not an opportunity you can find just anywhere. I learned a lot from my classmates by listening to their ideas about different tutoring techniques. Asking questions of the learner, brainstorming with the learner, and conversing with the learner are just a few. By sharing different experiences everyone had in the booth, we all learned what to possibly expect. Hearing from other students who are experiencing the same things as you makes you see each issue from a different perspective. Through this class I’ve learned that seeing things through many eyes is one of the best ways to expand your own knowledge and to strengthen your ability to help. For example, to hear a classmate describe to you what it is like to tutor an ESL student helps prepare you. This could save you a lot of trouble once you’re in the booth experiencing it firsthand. 

When I had an ESL walk-in for the first time, I used the advice I was given by the veteran tutors. They had told me I just had to point to an area on my learner’s paper where he had a mistake and he’d probably be able to recognize what it was that needed to be changed. That was exactly what happened. If I had not known what those other tutors had shared with me, I may not have been as helpful to the student. Again, it was the power of both of our minds in the booth working towards the same goal: to improve his paper. Using my knowledge from others, and his knowledge from schooling, together we were able to accomplish the act of cleaning up his paper. Before this experience of tutoring in the TLC, I didn’t quite know how much more powerful the minds of many are compared to just one mind working alone. 

Two minds are better than one, and I really mean this. Sometimes we as tutors forget that we are not alone in the booth. Our learners are great thinkers with minds just as great as ours. Another way this was shown to me throughout my experience in the TLC was through my English ’57 writer. She had begun writing a novel and it was far better than I thought I would ever be able to write. After reading through it with her, I couldn’t pinpoint any problems with her writing. It was such a great story and I was completely unsure as to what I should say after I told her it was well done. Then I thought I’d try out the question technique. We’d talked in class about how questions are sometimes a tutor’s greatest tool. So I began asking her some questions about her story. She had a lot to say after each of my questions and we’d started up a complex conversation about all her ideas for her story she had written up so far. By the end of the session we’d talked about many revision ideas that could be applied. We then cleared up a few areas of confusion and the story was already improving. I felt like I had really helped her to improve her own writing. That feeling is the ultimate reward in becoming a TLC tutor. Certainly, by this example, you can see that even in the booth, two minds can accomplish great things. Helping a student is one of the many rewarding experiences that come along with becoming a tutor in the TLC.

You may not have expected it right away, but you should now know that being a tutor is one of the most rewarding jobs you can have. Whether you are getting paid or not, you will be rewarded for you efforts as a tutor in one fashion or another. The obvious rewards include such things as warm cookies or prizes from the treasure box. The true treasure however, and the most rewarding experience that comes along with tutoring, is the feeling you get when you know you truly helped someone. It is a feeling nearly impossible to describe. Times in the booth can be frustrating, challenging, and painful, but when you make it through to the end you are rewarded with a superb feeling. It is the feeling I got when working with my English ’57 student. A rush of relief, success, and pride will swoop over you and usually will put a smile on your face. That feeling you get when it all goes right, when you’ve really helped someone, is a reward seldom found in any other way.

My English ’57 learner was a talented writer and had great ideas for a fiction story that she had just never made time to begin writing. For me, to be a part of the process she had to go through in order to get her ideas out into writing through conversation was fun. Then to see the product of our discussion when she would come the next week was another reward in itself. I could tell she was proud of herself and I was proud too. When she wasn’t happy with something in her writing, for example, her word choice, we would work together until she found what she was looking for. Flipping through the pages of the thesaurus, her frustration faded into contentment once she found that right word. I was there to help guide and play a part in her creation. The amount she was able to accomplish in our time together each day felt like just as much of an accomplishment for me. I was helping a writer write better by providing tips, fresh eyes and a new perspective. Not only did I help a learner write, but I made a friend in the process. This learner and I had an ecology class together and were able to catch up and exchange a friendly “hello” every time we saw each other walking around campus, which ended up being quite often. A friend is just one more treasure you may find yourself discovering in the TLC. 

You may think that you understand just how great this opportunity is for you, but chances are that you don’t, just as I didn’t. I’ve shared with you some of those secret treasures I’ve discovered from tutoring in the TLC that you might not have guessed you would find. What I’ve been able to share with you however, is only a small peak into a window of a whole other world of opportunity. I can guarantee that you will uncover even more of your own treasures and reasons as to why working in the TLC has so much to offer. I ask that you be sure to keep in mind the things I’ve shared with you about the TLC so that you can appreciate and take advantage of them as soon as you begin to experience some of it. Remember that the power of multiple minds working together can accomplish a lot more than just one mind working alone. Also recognize that the TLC will reward you in many ways. You will recognize that feeling I was trying to describe when you realize you’ve truly helped someone; be sure to savor it. Finally, you should be proud of yourself for making it to the TLC. Get excited to uncover the hidden treasures awaiting you as you begin your journey through the great opportunities the TLC has waiting for you.

