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Exploratory Statement: I chose to write my piece as a lab report to explore a form of writing that I was unfamiliar with. Writing in the sciences is something I have rarely done and have felt somewhat uncomfortable with. In this piece I am attempting to familiarize myself with writing lab reports while using false information to cross the genre with some creative writing.

I. Objective

To determine the effects and possible rehabilitation capabilities of electroshock therapy applied to regions of the brain of the Homo sapien nondum mortuus, the undead human. 

II. Introduction

Recently the world has been introduced to Cannibales carious, a suspected extraterrestrial virus with very abnormal effects. Rather than becoming ill and dying from this virus, infected humans have shown no immediate signs of illness, other than gradually turning a precise shade of green in skin, hair, and eye color. The time from infection to full color transformation is a period of between 2 and 4 days. After the ill reach this stage of full color transformation, they become fully infected carriers of the virus.

As full carriers of Cannibales carious, the infected are able to spread the virus to other humans through any scratch or bite that breaks the skin. (The exchange of bodily fluids is also hypothesized to spread the virus, but doctors attempting a study of the exchange have yet to find non-infected volunteers.) Brain function of the infected also begins to fail at this time. Rather than dying, however, the infected remain in a semi-unconscious state. They appear to have no memory and are unable to communicate with others. They remain mobile, with some joint stiffness, but have poor hand-eye coordination and balance. They also appear to crave the consumption of cerebral matter, especially that of uninfected humans.

In recent studies, Dr. Edgar Zombie of Greenland Medical University and Dr. Florence Walkingdead of the Deerfield Teaching and Research Hospital have shown evidence suggesting that the Homo sapien nondum mortuus, those fully infected by Cannibales carious, have unique brainwave structure and activity. Instead of suffering nearly complete brain failure, as previously hypothesized by other physicians, Zombie and Walkingdead have concluded that Homo sapien nondum mortuus brains have only shut down in the frontal, parietal, and temporal lobes. The brainwave activity that remains in the functioning areas of the brain is of such a low electrical level that it is impossible to measure with average hospital-grade devices. Doctors Zombie and Walkingdead have both successfully used hypo-electrometers to gather brainwave information from their Homo sapien nondum mortuus subjects.

It is the hypothesis of this study that through applying a large electrical current to all areas of the Homo sapien nondum mortuus brain, the working areas will become overloaded with static charge, spreading functioning electrical current to frontal, parietal, and temporal lobes. Unlike typical cases of electroshock therapy used on healthy, fully stimulated brains, the electrical stimulation of these unused areas may cause memory and linguistic remembrance in Homo sapien nondum mortuus subjects rather than amnesia.

III. Materials

The experiment materials included one Bertha’s-Better 3000 Model electroshock therapy apparatus, 1 set of rubber shock-resistant restraints, 1 set of rubber sheets, 50 rubber mouth and tongue guards, 50 ComfortFit leather muzzles, 1 set of Family, Food & Pictures flashcards, and three five-gallon containers of mixed bovine, equine, and swine brains (given to subjects as rewards for good behavior). 



IV. Methods

Fifty fully infected subjects of the Cannibales carious virus were chosen from 1,000 family volunteered subjects. The subjects’ level of infection was determined through a 25% virus count in blood and saliva samples. A final skin test was done upon the subjects’ arrivals to confirm that they had reached the full classification of Homo sapien nondum mortuus. The subjects’ skin samples were compared for color against a confirmed sample of Homo sapien nondum mortuus skin.

Those chosen were specifically selected to closely reflect the larger world population of infected in age, sex, and class. Of the 50 subjects, 50% were between the ages of 15 and 40 (25), roughly 24% were over 40 (12), and 26% were under 15 (13). Sixty percent of subjects were male (30), and 40% were female (20). Of the 50 subjects, 74% were from a family that made less that $100,000 a year (37), 20% were from a family made between $100,000 and $500,000 a year (10), and 6% were from a family that made over $500,000 a year (3). After their selection, the subjects were split into two groups of 25, A and B groups. Both groups underwent all of the same tests between the same timed intervals. Group A, as the control group, did not receive electroshock therapy. Group B underwent a series of two fifteen minute treatments of electroshock therapy a day for a period of 15 days. One hour after each treatment (or in the case of group A, lack of treatment) all subjects were asked the same questions about their level of hunger, their families, and were asked to match similar flashcards.

V. Results

Of all the subjects, 50% regained some verbal level of communication during each session of questioning, which lasted no longer than three hours. Group B comprised 100% of the improved subjects. Of the subjects from group B, 50% were able to remember their names for two hours after each therapy session. Of the subjects from group A, 0% had the same ability during questioning. The subjects from group B were able to identify similar flashcards at a 40% success ratio, while 0% of group A completed any of this task successfully. All subjects, 100%, were able to communicate through sign language or speech their desire to eat their questioners’ brains.

VI. Discussion

Though no subjects were able to be fully rehabilitated from the death-like, cannibalistic state of full Cannibales carious infection, progress was made by all of the subjects who were administered electroshock therapy. With more government funding, additional scientific study should be able to further this progress. Though it remains unclear if scientists will be able to cure the infected community entirely, they may successfully be able to impede Homo sapien nondum mortuus from desiring to consume the cerebral matter of other Homo sapiens.

