Sustainability Task Force

04/30/2008 Minutes

DRAFT 

1. Guests:  Bob Tomlinson and Susan Crotteau came to discuss the issues raised with DUC and reusable dishware

a. Bob noted that there were some initial challenges with the opening of the DUC.  

b. Students were heavily involved with the entire planning process.  

i. At initial concept phase, the goal was to provide the flexibility for students to use paper or reusable.  A device was going to be available to recycle the paper products.

ii. Cost of machine became prohibitive and was not purchased.

c. January 2008.  DUC opened with completely disposable dishware

d. DUC was not designed to accommodate large quantity of reusable dishware.

i. They only have one dishwasher

ii. No dish return system or racks

e. DUC now has plastic tubs and shelves available for reusable dishes

f. Bob is concerned about the misinformation that is on campus and in the media.

i. Reusable dishware has been in the DUC since before spring break

g. There are still some issues that are being addressed

i. Chartwells is examining corn starch disposable dishware

h. Bob wants to fix the current issues in the DUC, but changes will take time.

i. New bid for food service will require food service to use the same pay scale as the university.

j. Students need to have choices for their food and beverages

k. Colleen clarified article to the SP Journal was a complete misrepresentation of the situation in the DUC.

i. Letter to the editor was designed to put pressure on Chartwells but also recognized that Chartwells was doing things to make the situation better

ii. SGA appreciates what Chartwells has done in the past semester.  They have made many changes.

iii. Students that were interviewed were not closely connected to the situation and did not have enough information.

iv. Conversations with SGA and Chartwells about additional changes is still ongoing.

l. Mike Demchek recommends that we have an archival aspect of the task force for historical purposes.

m. Susan Crotteau discussed the planning process for the DUC.  It is challenging to design a building based on the anticipated needs of students 4-6 years in the future.

i. Listened to students from beginning.  Many students are frustrated with the increased cost of items in the DUC.  Chartwells and DUC staff are committed to the success of the facility.  

ii. Need to weigh the options for what is best for the campus

n. Bob T. said that the bid presentations for food service will be a public process

i. Point system will be included to rate the bids

ii. Looking for creative approaches for dining options

o. Some student organizations have requested paper products to keep their event cost down.

p. At the core of everything that is done at the DUC is focused on the student.  They pay for the cost of the building.  

q. Food service contract cycles are normally a 5 year base contract with 5 additional 1-year contracts.  UWSP requested an extension for Chartwells due to the closure of the UC for renovation. 

i. Received permission from the state in order to get baseline data of food use for the new building for effective bids for the future contracts.

ii. Students are involved in the process (UCAPB and RHA)

iii. Three major players with food service vendors.  

2. Schedules for Fall and Summer

a. Rob will make a call for final additions to the schedule

b. Summer subcommittees meeting over the summer

i. Greenhouse – almost done, will be meeting briefly over the summer (Shelly and Bob)

ii. Transportation – Eric’s group will meet infrequently over the summer

iii. Group will meet during the summer.  [Haines, Brown, Oehler are available]

iv. Ziolkowski and Oehler are around

v. Manzke will be available

vi. Blakeman will be available over the summer

vii. Other initiatives will be meeting regularly over the summer

c. SGA/RHA 

i. Katie and Erica will be available during the summer for SGA

ii. RHA does not meet over the summer

1. Holly graduates in December but would like to continue with task force in fall.  Needs an additional student to attend in the fall.

iii. PRSSA student will work with Bob Oehler this summer to coordinate sustainability initiatives with UR/C.

3. Subcommittee timelines and goals

a. Each sub-committee should establish measurable goals for their group.

b. Send goals and timelines to Rob

c. Interim report due in mid/late May

4. Committee Reports

a. Greenhouse Gas Inventory – Paul will be working on an executive summary.  

b. Transportation [Olson] – examining methods to have better system to surplus unwanted furniture for students moving out at the end of the year.

c. Physical campus [Brown] – group met to discuss landscaping issues, building projects, certifications

i. Brainstormed ideas and initiatives

ii. Discussed 4th avenue renovation

1. It is not on the agenda for renovation summer 08

d. Green Power [Oehler] – will take footprint data and analyze

i. PEM training in the future  

e. Procurement and Investing [Oehler] – no new updates

f. Institutional Best Practices 

g. Climate Action [Blakeman] – no new updates

h. Other sustainable initiatives [Ziolkowski] – good response at the Eco Fair

i. SGA – next Wed. 7 pm Laird Room, panel discussion regarding “Green Jobs”

ii. RHA – no new reports

