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Sustainability Taskforce

Meeting Agenda, September 10
Present: Mike Zsido, Paul McGinley, Jasia Steinmetz, Eric Olson, Anna Haines, Katie Kloth, Nate Pollesch, Rory Griffin, Michael Demchik, Scott Johnson, Bob Govett, Tom Miller, Tom Brown, Rob Manzke
I. SGA Update [K. Kloth]
a. SGA met with Chris Thomas to discuss TNR updates and future plans

b. SGA would like to participate in NWF internships

c. United Council is on campus today

i. October 3-5 United Council will be on campus

ii. SGA will push UWSP’s sustainability initiatives

d. Working with RHA for “Trayless Tuesdays” at DeBot 
e. SGA is out of bikes for bike rental program (that’s a good problem)

f. SGA is working to go paperless with meetings

g. Community has questions about Lot R.  

h. SGA was pushing for skate park in Stevens Point.  City approved design at Goerke Field, but location is still up for debate.  

i. UWSP made request to go self-operated for food service

i. Student Senate has final vote
Tom Miller asked Katie to set up weekly meeting with him regarding SGA PR
Nate continued updates after Katie’s departure

a. Working with Bike Rental program with SGA

a. Looking for a location to work on bike repairs

b. Bike racks on campus are full
c. SGA’s Sustainability Committee

a. Increase promotion of conservation efforts on campus

b. Nate encouraged students to work with STF sub-committees

d. Add sustainability information to student and faculty orientation programs

II. Student co-chair [R. Manzke]
a. Rob reminded the group that the student co-chair would need to be available to attend the task force meetings on a regular basis and continue to work towards the meeting the charge of the group.  

b. Current membership 

i. Nate Pollesch will represent SGA

ii. Mike Zsido will look for an RHA Rep

iii. Rory Griffin represents GEM

iv. Erica Berg – PRSSA

c. Other Possibilities

i. Sustainable Agriculture

ii. Students for Sustainable Community
iii. Mike D. recommended that we have a student member of the Waste Management Society – Eric Olson will contact committee

iv. Rory recommended that we have a member of AIRO
III. General Updates
a. Rory – AIRO adopted a highway (Hwy 10 to Wausau) and did a cleanup in spring and will do another in October.

b. Eric - Students for Sustainable communities is trying to solicit support for Centertainment to hire an Earth Week coordinator.

c. Tom – October 3 and 4 Energy Fair Solar Tours  the-mrea.org for more information

d. November 12 – Governor’s High School Conference on Environment (Jenny Lane?)

e. December 12 – Lt. Governor/UWSP’s program regarding Climate Change


IV. Subcommittee Reports [committee chairs]

a. Green House Gas Inventory 
i. Paul – draft was submitted draft in August.  Made small changes since then and then will submit to UR/C.   

ii. Document is fluid and changes will be made as data is added

iii. Bob Govett indicated that some of the graphs totals did not add.
b. Transportation/Travel/Waste 
i. Group will meet again soon
ii. Tom Miller recommended that the committee discuss scooter parking
iii. Eric will send meeting times to STF as FYI

iv. Rob encouraged Eric to speak with Shari Ellertson regarding transportation survey

v. Rory commented that a student survey should be created

1. Eric wanted to time the student survey with other sustainability initiatives

vi. Bob Govett asked how Eric’s committee interacts with parking group
c. Physical Campus and Waste Water (Anna)

i. Weekly meetings will meet weekly starting September 26.

ii. Currently no students on committee. 
d. Green Power and Energy (Mike)

i. Discussed Biomass meeting
e. Procurement and Investing (no report)
f. Institutional Best Practices 
i. Google group was closed because of malicious attack
g. Climate Action/Neutrality (submitted by John Blakeman)
i. The committee is comprised of John Blakeman (Political Science), Andy Felt (Math), Jesse Haney (Wisconsin Environmental Education Foundation), and Kevin Hefferan (Geography and Geology).  We need 1 or  2 student members, and of course others are welcome to join.

ii. The committee met on September 4, and will most likely meet every 2-3 weeks, usually on a Thursday, early afternoons around 12 noon.

iii. The committee decided to develop a template for its final report.  The format of the template will be based on the committee’s charge.  Andy Felt has set up a private folder on the network, and we will collaboratively work on the template.

iv. At some point soon, the committee would like to receive, and start reviewing, any available data from other subcommittees, in order to start the process of collating information into its final report.

v. The committee decided that, if possible, it would like to meet with the other subcommittees.

vi. Since other subcommittees are working on areas such as emissions reduction, procurement, and etc., the committee determined that its current focus will be on “planned actions to make climate neutrality and sustainability a part of the curriculum and/or other educational experience for all students as well as actions to expand research, community outreach and/or other efforts toward the achievement of GHG reductions for the institution and/or the community and society.”

h. Other Sustainable Initiatives (no report)


V. Web Site and Event Update [E. Berg] (absent – ill)

VI. Scholarship Opportunities 
a. 2009 NWF Campus Ecology Fellowships (attachment)

b. Solid Waste Research Program (attachment)
VII. Biomass Meeting at UW-O [B. Govett and M. Demchik]
a. Group traveled to UW-O to hear presentation from Johnson Controls and Nexterra regarding bio-mass gasification technology.  


VIII. Other Business

IX. Meeting Schedule (all meetings are from 2-4 pm)

9/24/2008    
DUC 223     

10/8/2008    
DUC 378   

10/22/2008   
DUC 223     

11/12/2008
TBA

12/10/2008   
DUC 223    

