Sustainability Task Force

Meeting Minutes

April 23, 2007

Present:  Tom Brown, Michael Demchik, Robert Govett, Anna Haines, Kathleen Jelich, Paul McGinley, Holly Nickel, Bob Oehler, Gary Oudenhoven, Eric Olson, Rob Manzke, Michael Zsido.
Guests: Chancellor Linda Bunnell, Rory Griffin, Katie Stenz, Kristin Thielking, Julie Sittler.

Bob Oehler called the meeting to order at 2:05 pm.
As the first order of business Bob addressed the committee emphasizing the need to stay focused on the issues as stated in the Chancellor’s charge to the committee, as well as in the ACUPCC guidelines.  Bob set aside the motion from the previous meeting, stating that he instead, asked Bob Tomlinson to appear before the committee to answer any questions.  Dale from Chartwells told B. Tomlinson that changes are being made to services in the DUC dining center in response to student suggestions.  Tom Brown, who had made the initial motion, reminded the committee that the motion was made to address the issue of transparency.

Chancellor Linda Bunnell addressed the committee to thank them for all their work thus far and to let them know that she’s looking forward to their interim report.
Bob asked the committee to submit their schedules to Rob Manzke so that subcommittees could be coordinated to meet throughout the summer.

Bob reported that the carbon footprint for the campus was being compiled and that it would mirror information that also needs to be submitted to the DNR. 

It was reported that only two hybrid vehicles were offered in the System and UWSP got both of them.  Although often requested, there are no hybrid vans available in the System.  Facilities is also testing a four-season Club Cart in an effort to increase sustainability efforts.  
The discussion then turned to the coal plant and various boiler options including burning wood, biomass, or pellets.  It was suggested that all future boilers be multi-fuel capable.  The Chancellor suggested that Rep. Louis Molepske be contacted regarding the pellets and biomass boilers to enlist his expertise in these areas.  She also suggested that Dave Helbach be contacted.  Being a Stevens Point native, UWSP alum and having served in both houses of the Wisconsin legislature, Dave is well-informed and well-connected and may prove to be quite helpful. 
It was made known that there is an available open bay making a biomass boiler viable, although an engineering report would be necessary to proceed.  It was suggested that ALL UWSP locations (i.e., Treehaven, Schmeeckle, etc.) should be considered when subcommittees compile their recommendations, as some locations are more readily updated with noticeable results.  
The Chancellor asked what was being requested of students regarding energy conservation on their part.  One suggestion made was to turn down the heat throughout the campus.  Discussion then followed that in response to that action, portable heaters might be brought in and then some kind of monitoring would have to be established.  Bob Oehler offered to forward a list of websites to Rob Manzke so Rob could circulate them to all committee members.  It was suggested that members read and review those sites in order to explore other ideas.  The Chancellor reminded the committee that she had made sustainability an issue in her State of the Campus address and that she is answerable to the student body for same.
The subcommittee chairs were asked to submit a timeline for their written recommendations measuring progress.  A summary report of the subcommittees’ findings will then be submitted to the Chancellor.

In April, the Climate Neutrality Proposals will be due as well as the inventories.  John Blakeman will compile the recommendations.
Bob then introduced Kristin Theilking and Julie Sittler from the Art department.  They are developing a glass-blowing site on campus and asked for suggestions regarding fueling the site.  One suggestion they had previously received was landfill methane.  Kristin explained that Corning was partnering with UWSP in this effort.  They are planning on a small facility but would like to do as much heat recoup as practical possibly heating a greenhouse or growing orchids.
Bob Govett suggested natural charcoal as a heat source, which he said could be provided by tree trimmings.  He explained that it is a very hot, very clean energy source and requires little venting.  Kristin informed the members that although there is a small building on campus that could be used for glass blowing, it is currently wired for electric.  She said they have also considered a mobile furnace that the glass blowers could use.  Other considerations included using anaerobic digesters from methane generated, but not currently used, at dairy farms.  A committee member questioned viability of a mobile unit from the standpoint of all related costs of operation.   Committee members suggested that the art students contact former student Doris Kaberia-Mujuri or Jennifer Baghats, both GEM members for more suggestions.
The PRSSA rep, Katie Stenz then addressed the committee.   They want to know what PRSSA can do once the committee issues their report to help implement their recommendations.  Ideas included: student sustainability pledge, pledge pins, promotion of the Green Room, getting student organizations to adopt a sustainability pledge.

The subcommittee reports were the next item of business.

Greenhouse Gas Inventory:  Shelly is putting on final touches and will publish on webpage when complete.  It was asked that this might be promoted as a news story and Stephen Ward will be contacted to see this through.
Transportation/Travel/Waste: Hybrids will be added to campus fleet.  Committee is checking into redirecting large amounts of waste (i.e. large dumpster contents), as we are paying market rate to empty in the landfills.  They are hoping to redistribute useable items or perhaps go through local charities to recycle items.  Sixty trees were planted on Earth Day.
Physical Campus & Waste Water:  Haven’t met yet, but will meet early next week.

Green Power and Energy:  They will meet throughout the summer since they have to go through so much data.  Currently they're working on an energy management plan.
Procurement and Investing:  Katie Schroth and Bob Oehler looked at other procurement plans from other campuses, but found them inadequate for our needs.  Science and economics must be considered.  Todd Kuckkahn provided them with an investment report regarding green and social justice issues.
Institutional Best Practices:  They plan to compile results into a document.  Have contacted a Los Angeles designer (through B. Oehler) regarding logo creation.

Climate Action/Neutrality:  John Blakeman wasn’t present to make this report.

Other Initiatives:  Holly reported that they were working on the EcoFair and still needed people to man the booth.  There will be sign-up sheets for students interested in participating in the Sustainability Co.  Handouts to examine will be available and small pieces of paper listing the website for those interested in follow-up.  The committee wanted to avoid the waste of printing up numerous handouts.  There will be a demo room of the “Green Room” showing how to live in a sustainable manner.  A steam line will be replaced on Fourth Avenue so it was suggested that the remodeling of Fourth Ave be done at the same time.  SGA announced that there will be a critical mass bicycle demonstration to promote alternative methods of transportation on May 2 at 1 p.m.  Bicycles will meet at the DUC.  They would like to see bike lanes throughout the city.

Bob adjourned the meeting at 3:52 p.m.

Minutes submitted by Kathleen Jelich, April 28, 2008.
