Sustainability Task Force

Meeting Minutes

April 9, 2007

Present:  Tom Brown, Michael Demchik, Anna Haines, Kathleen Jelich, Colleen Kiefer, Rob Manzke, Holly Nickel, Michael Zsido.
Guests: Ellie Jackson, Shelly Janowski, Rory Griffin (GEM).
In Bob Oehler’s absence, Co-chair Colleen Kiefer called the meeting to order at 2:05 p.m.  

Colleen had no response to the first agenda item (updates and progress) so she turned the meeting over to three student visitors (Paul Huber, Jake Geiger, Jacob Szynskie) to explain their composting proposal.  As a project for NR 478, the students are doing research regarding on-campus composting.  They wanted to know what specific information would be most helpful to this committee.  After a discussion of existing composting programs (primarily landscaping waste), the students were referred to the subcommittee of Transportation, Travel and Waste.  Further discussion suggested that results of this student group and others should be catalogued, not only to be used in a historical manner, but also as the impetus for future research and solutions.
The Greenhouse Gas Inventory subcommittee reported that their inventory was not yet complete, and as such, no analysis has been done.

As part of the report from Transportation/Travel/Waste, the committee was informed as to an additional choice from the state when ordering fleet cars: hybrid.  Bob Govett then proposed that we offer to become the system’s test site for an all-hybrid fleet.
The rest of the subcommittees had nothing to report.

Colleen reported on SGA’s plans for Earth Day: composting tea machine, bins for bio-degradable cups, radon testing and local food for the event.  Randy Udall is the guest speaker the following day and the Eco-Fair is Friday featuring booths, food and bands.  

The United Steelworkers union is with the SGA and Sierra Club to endorse green jobs and fair trade.
Colleen then reported on the Local Food task force.  She said they’re running into policy problems and the fact that the people from Chartwell are new personnel has caused a number of roadblocks as well.
The last meeting of the Eco-Municipality task force will be April 24.  They have four listening sessions planned and expect approximately 50 people when they have their final session.  The City Council will vote on their proposal at the June meeting and the May special session of the council will debate the June vote.
Colleen brought up the issue of the sole use of disposable utensils at the renovated DUC food court.   She reported that in trying to investigate the origin of this decision, Colleen found that committee members were unable to obtain actual documentation or statistics.  This brought about discussion as to transparency when requesting information from various campus sources.  Tom Brown made a motion that a letter requesting the background information for the decision to use disposables at the DUC be submitted to Vice Chancellor Bob Tomlinson.  The motion was seconded and successfully voted upon.  The Chancellor will be cc’d on this letter to be written by Colleen and Bob Oehler.  Due to time limitations in the remaining semester, the letter will be sent without review of the committee.

Michael Demchik suggested that archiving decisions and the research that they’re based upon might best be accomplished by a campus historian sharing sustainability interests.  People suggested either Greg Summers or Lance Grahn as individuals to contact.
Holly Nickel announced that Recyclamania is over.  Prize winners will be announced 4/10.  They will be handing out light bulbs at their booth at Earth Day.

The sale of items at end-of-semester move-out is being proposed vs. tossing everything into dumpsters or trying to recycle them through surplus sale.  Mike Zsido said that these types of sales have been tried in the past, but with minimal results.

Colleen adjourned the meeting at 3:20 p.m.

Minutes submitted by Kathleen Jelich, April 10, 2008.
