Sustainability Task Force

Meeting Minutes

February 13, 2008
Action items highlighted 
Task Force Members Present:  Tom Brown, Michael Demchik, Bob Govett, Anna Haines, Colleen Kiefer, Rob Manzke, Bob Oehler, Holly Nickel, Eric Olson, Nate Pollesch, Carrie Ziolkowski, Michael Zsido.
Guests: Rory Griffin, Katie Stenz, Robert Gates, Katie Kloth, Shelly Janowski, Gary Oudenhoven
Bob Oehler called the meeting to order at 2:05 PM.  

1. Updates and progress [Oehler, Kiefer] 

a. Subcommittee reports [committee chairs]
i. Greenhouse Gas Inventory – Shelly is continuing to collect the data necessary for the report

i. Transportation/Travel/Waste [Olson] – UW Stout purchased a green ‘buggy’ for their campus.  Secretary Frank will speak on campus on 2.28. 
ii. Physical Campus and Waste Water [Brown] – Stevens Point’s Eco-municipality Task Force subcommittee reports are almost ready. 

iii. Procurement and Investing [Oehler] – trying to understand how to incorporate “corporate investments” into our plan

iv. Institutional Best Practices [Manzke] – Task Force Co-chairs will be meeting with University Relations and Communications to discuss task force promotion.  Chancellor’s web site will include task force information and links to the Google site.  Bob Oehler is working on a task force logo.
v. Other Sustainable Initiatives [Ziolkowski] – getting software to catalog activities.   
b. Facilities Update [Oehler]
i. Attended biomass gasification program

ii. Having some challenges with current campus boilers

c. SGA Update [Kiefer]

i. Focus the Nation went very well

ii. Upcoming fundraiser for the SGA Sustainability Reserve

iii. Examining ways to incorporate reusable dishes in the DUC

iv. Task force should invite administration from DUC to a meeting. 
v. Task force discussed the upcoming food service contract and ways to encourage sustainability practices with the new contract.

vi. Task force encouraged SGA to identify best practices with other campus in relation to food service contracts.
1. Northland College, Berkley are examples

vii. The task force had an extensive discussion regarding the recent SGA resolution of 100% post-consumer paper products.  

2. Subcommittees descriptions and advertising [Oehler]
a. Web site will post names and contact information for subcommittee chairs.  


3. Recyclemania update and other student initiatives [Oehler, Kiefer]
a. Recyclemania is currently in the second week of a 10-week campaign.

b. UWSP is only participating with the residence hall populations.

c. Task force discussed the merits of the Recyclemania program because it only seems to value the pounds of recycling products that are recycled instead of counting how much waste is being saved.  UWSP might not achieve a good ‘score’ in this program because we tend to use more reusable products (i.e. mugs) vs. disposable items. 
d. Visit www.recyclemania.com for more information. 
e. RHA is planning a mini-competition between the residence halls

i. Possibly tracking refuse and recycling


4.  Energy Independence Program [Oehler]
a. Waiting to hear back from EI coordinators regarding a visit to UWSP.

b. Community meeting would be held after EI meets with task force.


5. Biomass Gasification [Oehler]

a. Bob showed the committee the design for a new biomass gasification unit.  The committee discussed the pros and cons of such a unit and gave Bob feedback as to its potential use on campus.

Meeting Adjourned 

Meeting Schedule

March 12 - DUC 223

March 15-23 -  Spring Break

March 26 - DUC 235

April 9 - DUC 223

April 23 - DUC 223
