Sustainability Task Force

Meeting Minutes

January 30, 2008
Action items in Green

Task Force Members Present:  John Blakeman, Tom Brown, Michael Demchik, Bob Govett, Anna Haines, Colleen Kiefer, Rob Manzke, Bob Oehler, Eric Olson, Nate Pollesch, Sara Polodra, Jasia Steinmetz, Carrie Ziolkowski, Michael Zsido.
Guests: Ellie Jackson, Shelly Janowski, Gary Oudenhoven
Bob Oehler called the meeting to order at 2:09 PM.  

1. Updates and progress [Oehler, Kiefer] 

a. SGA/RHA updates
i. Colleen discussed the SGA “Focus the Nation” list of activities over the next two weeks.  SGA will be hosting a Sustainability Reserve Fundraiser in two weeks.  

ii. SGA passed resolution for the system to use 100% post-consumer waste products

b. Subcommittee reports [committee chairs]
i. John Blakeman asked the task force to send him best practices of how other campuses are educating students about climate change.  Bob O. recommended that John also search for resources on the AASHE web site.

ii. Anna noted that MSTC will be showing the “2% Solution” video tonight.  Eric Olson will be presenting at MSTC on 1/31/08

iii. DOE is setting up a block grant program for renewable energy

iv. Eric said that there was a good turnout at the last Energy Colloquium.  At the end of February, the Secretary of the Department of Natural Resources will be presenting on campus about bioenergy.

v. Best Practices - Rob asked the group to send his committee links to articles or information.  Most of the information is posted on the Google Groups web site.

vi. Procurement – Bob O. and Shelly have researched what data needs to be collected.  They have met with Katie Schroth, Director of Purchasing and Payment Services, to discuss policies regarding travel.   
2. Subcommittees descriptions and advertising [Oehler]
a. Bob asked each chair to review the descriptions for their committee and submit any changes to him ASAP.  Subcommittees should set up a standard meeting time.  Meetings will be promoted to campus for members.


3. Recyclemaina update and other student initiatives [Oehler, Kiefer]
a. Colleen mentioned that SGA has a $30,000 sustainability reserve fund that needs to be utilized by July 1.  Send her ideas for the funds.

b. Carrie noted that she also has grants available for sustainability efforts.  She will send the grant information to Rob.


4.  “Get off the grid” meeting [Oehler]
a. “Get off the grid” should be referred to as “Energy Independence”

b. Bob reviewed his meeting with the Energy Independence personnel from the state.  UWSP has already accomplished many of the initial goals of the project, but they did find a few areas for improvement.

c. They will host a community session in late-February or March

d. Consultants were very impressed with our monitoring system.
e. Bob reviewed the preliminary data from the meeting as well as the data compiled by Shelly.

i. A special thanks goes out to Shelly for her work with this project!


5. Related committees

a. League of Women Voters Forum
i. Anna attended event.  This will be a year-long study of eco-municipalities 
b. Local Food Task Force
i. Colleen discussed the UCAPB subcommittee that will meet to discuss local food options on campus.  They are meeting on February 6 at 5:30 in 054 SIEO.  


6. Spring schedule

February 13 - DUC 378

February 27 - DUC 378   

March 12 - DUC 223

March 15-23 -  Spring Break

March 26 - DUC 235

April 9 - DUC 223

April 23 - DUC 223
7. “The Story of Stuff” 
a. The task force viewed the program.  Also available online at http://www.storyofstuff.com/.  
