

Proper Management of Used Oil Absorbent Materials, 
Used Oil Filters, and Used Oil at UWSP

Current Wisconsin Law prohibits certain items, including lead acid batteries, major appliances, and waste oil, from being disposed of in a solid waste disposal facility, or landfill.

As of January 1, 2011, the following materials were banned from Wisconsin landfills:
• “Oil absorbent materials” (materials that are used to absorb used oil), 
• “Oil filters” (filters for automotive engine oil), besides
• “Used oil” (any petroleum-derived or synthetic oil that has been used or spilled).

No person may: (1) dispose of a used oil filter in a solid waste disposal facility; or (2) dispose of oil absorbent materials that contain waste oil in a solid waste disposal facility. The latter prohibition does not apply to the disposal of less than one gallon of oil absorbent materials that contain waste oil resulting from a non-routine spill.

 Any person who violates these provisions may be required to forfeit $50 for a first violation, $200 for a second violation, and no more than $2,000 for a third or subsequent violation.

At UWSP, our policy is to properly manage all oil absorbent materials, oil filters and used oil, except for small amounts of oil absorbent materials, if they contain less than one gallon, unless that amount can easily be recovered for recycling.

All oil products must be stored in ways that prevent the loss of oil. All releases of oil must be cleaned up. Consideration must be made to prevent spontaneous combustion (rags used to clean up mineral spirits, linseed oil, etc.). Materials used to clean up oil must be properly stored and labeled while awaiting pickup (contact EHS for guidance).

All used oil absorbent materials, oil filters, and waste oil shall be delivered to the M&M Building’s Mechanic’s Shop, or arrangements shall be made with the Environmental, Health, and Safety Officer for pick-ups (call X 2320). These materials will be properly stored until they are picked-up for recycling.



Here is a summary of the bill: http://www.legis.state.wi.us/lc/publications/amendment/2009/PDFs/ab258.pdf
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