WEEB Legislative Committee Report – 4-3-09
Status:

The WEEB Legislative Committee hosted a successful open house event at the start of this year’s session, one of several tactics within a coordinated plan to educate the legislature about WEEB’s purpose, its impact, and why it is important.  

Approximately 40 individuals attended, representing State agency heads and key legislators (see list).  Attendees networked, fostering contact and further discussions on WEEB- and other EE-related matters.   In addition to the networking, the event featured: a WEEB brochures, WEEB informational exhibit, powerpoint presentation of a WEEB-funded forestry project, and interactive demonstrations of the WEEB grant website, where legislators looked up activity within their Districts.

A follow-up informational mailing (cover letter and brochure) was sent to the entire legislature the following week.  

Event follow up:

· Respond to legislators’ specific requests for information.

· Create a listserv of attendees to use for informational updates as needed.

· Pass on information and contacts to Development Committee for next steps on funding opportunity with Department of Justice.

· Conversation with League of Conservation Voters to explore how Environmental Education might be worked into their legislative priorities.

· Work with WEEF to pursue legislative priorities.

WEEB LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE – ANNUAL PLAN 2009

Develop comprehensive strategies to pursue legislative slate

a)  Strengthen profile of WEEB within legislature through better communication

· Build relationships with and educate legislators and staff. (ongoing)
· Investigate a regular communication system and process for legislators using web-based methods to share information about WEEB funded projects in their districts. (promote web site; create listserv)
· Create recommendations for grantees on how to better involve their legislators in project related events, publicity, etc.
· Make contact and establish relations with relevant legislative committees (ex. Natural Resources, Early Education, etc.).
· Host a legislative open house during our January meeting to educate legislators and their staff about what WEEB does, its priorities, and how it positively impacts their districts.
b)  Establish communications with the Governor's Office 
· Meet with Governor.
· Establish relationships with key staff.  (Connection made with Chris Patton.  Others?)
· Provide Governor with grantee information when he plans his regional trips. ((schedule requested)
c)  Identify partners and allies and coordinate outreach activities

· Set up more formal meetings with state agency heads (especially using our board reps for DNR and DPI), as well as other NGOs, allied entities (educator groups) to discuss common goals and build alliances. (depends on specific strategy items)
· Coordinate efforts with WEEF so that common visits are complementary and build upon each other.  
· Support of strategy development in coordination with Janet Brandt, et.al.
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