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Conservation practices have:: 
changed ' + greatly over time 
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Rhodtx Univmity, Grdhu~r~- 
stuw~, Scnrth Afic~r 

Woke thi5 morning very 
rested! Went to breakfast in 
the cde with the goup.  I-lad 
toast with yclmlny- peach ]an,  
strawberry yogurt with a few 
bran flakes sprinkled on top, 
eggs, fish patty, mushrooms, 
and juice. Ready for r~riother 
adventure in South Afnca! 

l'his morning the Arncrican 
teachers Ioaded the vans and 
met up with a professor of 
ecology from Fort Hare named 
Hod Baxtrr. I nicknamed him 
the "n~ouse man." .As a grcrup, 
we traveled to the Great Fish 
kver Reserve and I urns cx pei-t- 
ing to learn about bg grlrnc 
cnnstwation, but we. also got a 
taste of the import~nce of pre- 
serving the little gu!-s too. 

The Great F J ~  hver 1kscn.t. 
is approximately 48,00(1 acre5 
and is located on a plot of Iailcl 
that ~3.5 orvncd by the Kent 
famil!- back in the 18305. ']'he 
tlornestead is atill ~ t ~ n d i n g  
a r ~ d  has k c o n l r  ;i rc.st;arch 
and coriscn'atinn r vr1tc.r for 
!routh and adults. kt-hile 
r%'ert: gettiny t t d U 1  of t!lc fa<;:- 
it?. a-. smal[ 2rr)up c l i  yt-~uli.; 
L. ,-,, ..,-.. . r . .  ., I ' . . .  -. . .,,-..:.--.. 

MHS agriscier~er: r e a ~ h e r  lean 0'Angelo i s  pictured hoiding z! young door rrloklse at the 
Great F~.E,?I Pik,~-: LL'-<::,L'< :tear Grahamstcrwr:. South hfricr. The r ~ o u s c .  which war hibt; - 
rrntirr~ ~weigares a!rr;.>t 2P kg. Adults reach 40 kg. 



0x1 hunter w11ctJ. dnd curiser- 
vation practices. Although the 
game is different, many of the 
concepts handed down from 
generation to generation d t  

8 thek.sminars qe ye slgnilar 1 to whaeour local hun 7 er Safety 
classes are like here in Wiscon- 
sm. I Ihe ir;rb;lr,rdut of the park 
taught us t h ~ t  conservatjon 
pnajces havc chimged over 
t ~ m e  In South h c ; ~ .  In the 
past, pwplc thought that by 
shooting allthe predators !?nu 
would increase the game pop- 
ulations (1  thought: to rnysclr 
as I listened, sounds similar to 
our wolf situation in Wiscoxl- 
sin). Today conservationists 
understand that a balance of 
predator and prey must exist 
to provide a healthy ecosys- 

ten1 f o r  this big gar-ne rcscr\,c 
As we looked at rt group c ~ t  

buffalo cayt l~rcd and fenced 
behind h;lrlap i l o t t~ ,  clilr 

teachrrs taIhcd 3 ~IDLI~ h i ~ ~ f  
c~pcnsiw it is t r r  kcep the 
Wrne teserve divc.' To jwlp 
defcr wme of the cum, tounst 
hunting of big game wak intro- 
duced. People pjy very stccp 
price to conlc o u t  at ceilain 
times of the  y c ~ r  to hunt water 
buffalo, rhltlos, wnrli~ogs arld 
other In rge ga le .  'l't~ey are also 
tq i r ip  to kecp dow~.rl ttic Kudu 
po~xi lat lon trccause thev car1 
p , i~ l lv  lurnl' I t~e  fences dud 
tllxvu bccri h ~ o w  to mfect the 
rurroundlng dcrnlcsticated cat- 
tle with f R  Iiubttr~z~losis). 

'I'hc C;rc,lt 1'1sh River Garrle 
Restn1e has been a very w c -  
ccssful dotlor reserve ovi,r thc 

past several years. '['hey Ilavc 
bred the rare black rhino and 
now haw a tatal nf I06 ani- 
tnals on the- land. Kcccrltly, the 
reserve sta~tcd to sell its black 
~ , l~ inus  to other rescwes, with . , 

esc l~  rl.iir~u bri~lgl-rlg i r ~  
700,000 rand r ~ I IULI t 
5100,000) t c ~  hclp >upport thc' 
park. 

Although thy big gamc w,a 
very irnprersitre and I tuut~ci 
t he  conservation p r l  t c t '  I C ~ S  

very clcmandil~g tv thl: pa1.l; 
workers, I had the most h ~ t l  
with "mouse rrlan" Rod I\a+~.uler 
lcarning al>out Ilk stuhes wit11 
the door mice. Mr. Uaxter had 
set out about 12 nest boxcs in 
the woods near the game 
rc.scrve to m d y  the behaviors 
of thcsc uutli little rnanirnals. 

The tlnusec are hung on 

cuml3rct11lll t \cr>j I l~c,auhc 11ic 
trvtas arc 11at iir:illl; !141Iloiv ; i l ~ c l  

the nlicc: Iovr t f l  rl i l l  ~hrorlgi,~ 
the t~ccs. li) hclll study \h; 
ITI ILT ~INI ~ - I I V ~ I -  (1rihpri11g, M I -  
Baxtcr iapturcs 2nd t;lttcr~j> 

ttic>uw. I'ach riot i ns~dt. 
the ear rcprrlsc.rds a nurnhrr, 
and eacll pe;tr 1 3  I cprcsCritt~rl, 
Ijy a ciiffa.cnt color. 

\Ve wt1re itblr to fir ld all 
occup iccl nest  I)nx a r l r l ,  
bt.c.ausc t hc rnic.c L\'C'I.C Ilib(:r;, 
nating, t v t  rvc11 got to lrolcl d 
young rnouw. 'l'hcv arc vt.rj- 
c-llrlgy :~'illld ~ . ; 1 1 1  t ~ 1 ~ ~ i t ~ 5 1  i t ir l~l! 
ulwidc dtjsvl I. L1 tic1 I p1;ii c.dt111 
one of t h v  tc,ict~u:,' : a l ~ i ~ t k .  I! 

sl~ick on likt. L7el{.ro hlr 1 i ~ . ~ t e l  
and his $trident\ c,vt'~l 5lcldy 
the rr~icc a t  1lig111 1vhc11  ti^,;!' 
are nlow a c t l v ~ ,  by nlLirhrlg 
them rvith ullrdviolct (l!:*,t , 


