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Impermeable bedrock

Local groundwater  flow

Regional groundwater flow

What happens when we have more rain?



Impermeable bedrock

Local groundwater  flow

Regional groundwater flow

ÅMore infiltration
ÅGroundwater levels rise

ÅMore water in rivers, lakes and streams
ÅSeasonal and climatic implications

What happens when we have more rain?
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What happens when we have less rain?



Impermeable bedrock

Local groundwater  flow

Regional groundwater flow

ÅLess infiltration
ÅGroundwater levels start to go down
ÅLess water in rivers, lakes and streams
ÅSeasonal and climatic implications

What happens when we have less rain?
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What happens when we decrease infiltration?
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Impermeable bedrock

Local groundwater  flow

Regional groundwater flow

What happens when we decrease infiltration?

ÅLess infiltration
ÅMore runoff

ÅMore water in rivers, lakes and streams and other low lying areas ςJust 
gets there much faster!





Groundwater Issues in Wisconsin

ωWater Quantity

ωWater Quality

http://pubs.usgs.gov/circ/circ1186/pdf/circ1186.pdf

http://pubs.usgs.gov/circ/circ1186/pdf/circ1186.pdf


