Major Categories for Coding

PowerPoint Focus Groups
1.  Students are comfortable using PowerPoint and enjoy using it

I find PowerPoints are a lot more fun and easy to do when you want to do a presentation for class.  I like that I know how to do it now.

Very comfortable.

Number 10.

I feel very comfortable.  It’s a great skills to have.

I feel much more confident than I had coming in, that’s for sure.

The fact that it was given to us early, so by the time a presentation for the class was due, we were already pretty confident with what we needed to do.  

Very comfortable.

As long as I had the tutorials.

Now I actually can put PowerPoint on resumes so they will hire me over other people.

I feel a lot more confident with my ability to use PowerPoint than my ability to use QuarkXpress.  I try and use Quark now, and I have no idea.  We had no tutorial and our professors didn’t know how to use it, so we were just sort of out there.  

Extremely comfortable

Very comfortable

I would need the tutorials next to me, but I can do it.

Thanks for giving me more things for me to put on my resume.  It really made me comfortable using applications that I never used before.
3.  Students would prefer a 33mm slide instruction

There was a lot of emphasis on PowerPoint in my section.  PowerPoint doesn’t exist everywhere, and you might be better off bringing your own slides, and actually stuff that makes your presentation run.  Physical slides.

I have no idea how to do slides.

It was briefly discussed and that was more helpful than not having anything at all.

It always expensive too.

It’s good that you brought it up, because PowerPoint isn’t everywhere, and is an expensive for small non-profit places to have it.

Maybe more emphasis should be put on those other ways, because PowerPoint was so emphasized.

I was even going to do slides, but you should do PowerPoint.

It would be neat to take a day and go through how they produce the slides, instead of having each person do their own.

Field trip to the media lab or something.

Would be important to go through how to do a slide show

I was going to do a slideshow as well, but just as far as which one would be more efficient for me at the time, PowerPoint was the one.

I think using slides will always be used, I don’t think it will be terminated too soon in the future with technology.

I think there are a lot of applications, like the blending, that are neat to see how it works.  

4.  The written specific step-by-step tutorials are an effective teaching method.

I liked that they are very specific.  

They were very concise.  They had all of the steps you needed to do in them.  Didn’t take very long to do it.
… or you had the exact directions you needed to accomplish the task.

Very explicit in what you should do.  Very detailed.

Anybody can figure stuff out through the instruction.

These have helped me so much.  I came into the project like Oh Great, I have to learn this, and it wasn’t that hard even for me, because you had it so specific, step 1, start up Microsoft PowerPoint.

I liked that they were really step-by-step, you couldn’t really miss something.

I like having it written down for me, because when we do it visually through class, I can’t catch it fast enough.  It actually saves on time.

I don’t think they could have gotten much more descriptive.

You have all the details like the different windows you open up, and the different things you click on, so that helped because I don’t know anything about computers.  

The fact that you had them at all.  Most other classes you do a PowerPoint presentation and they’re not there.

I thought they were very user-friendly, very easy to essentially teach yourself.

I agree.  It was so detailed and laid out.  It was simple.  It was a lot of help.

I really liked how you labeled things (categories).  When we are referring back to them, we can find that easily.

Another good thing is the important points are bolded.  If you didn’t need every single step.

I thought they were great.

Very helpful.
5.  The visual nature of instruction sheets increased comprehension (pictures, arrow).  Students had mixed emotions about using color.

You showed pictures.  Could always refer back to the pictures when you were doing it for real.  I am a very visual person.  
I liked how you presented the icon right there, and with the arrow to it

The pictures are good because otherwise it is real difficult to find things.  

The color is helpful to see things.  I wonder how much that’s costing them.  The color was really helpful though, I don’t know how you could really do this without putting it in color, because you really need to see the details.  Maybe looking into cheaper printing or something.

I think it saved on time too just having even the pictures, you have arrows going to everything you should do next.  It was very easy to follow.

I like this copy in color, because it’s helpful.  But if it was in Public Folders, you could print it off not necessarily in color.

I liked having them in color, but I don’t think I needed them in color necessarily.  You have the option to print stuff off in color (on public folders).  

But the color is nice.

I really like where you point to the buttons and describe them.  I thought that was very helpful because that was one of the harder things to figure out.  

The pictures of the screens.  Probably if we had them in black-and-white we would realize how helpful the color was.  If it was just the text it would be harder to follow, and it would be less inviting to follow.  

I really liked the color.  I know it costs more to print them in color.  It made it more inviting to come in and take a look, and the fact that what was on the page mimicked the screen in every way including color really helped me to understand it better.

I think it could be done in black-and-white.  The color adds but I don’t think it’s critical.

If it’s in the same color that it is on the screen it really helps people.  If it works for other people then it’s fine for me.

I think that for people who aren’t as comfortable with the program color could be critical.  Maybe you could try printing half of them in color and half of them in black-and-white.  

I think if you’re going to have people pay for them, you would have to ask them if they want to pay for color, or just print them in black-and-white.

But would that be a good idea?  Because then if it would really help them to be in color, but they wouldn’t know it?  Everyone would go for the cheap ones.  

6.  Students prefer the homework assignments

At the end, when you had detailed specifically what your assignment should say that was really good too, so you can look back quickly and make sure you did everything that you wanted us to do.

If you don’t make us do it, we’re not really going to learn how.  Yeah, you might tell us how to it.  Computer programming, in general, you should have to do it to learn how to do it.
I was actually kind of relieved with this kind of homework.  I like the kind of homework where you’re like assigned, this is when it is due, do it, and write it out.  Instead of here read this, and I’ll test you on it in a month.  I learn better that way.

When you had us answer the questions, you made sure we listed what we had trouble with, and I think that was really good to get your frustration off your mind or so it can be improved in the future.

You need to have assignments.  Because I wouldn’t have done them otherwise.  I thought the questions were good, because you had to think through why you were doing stuff.  That’s how I told you I was in XP and totally lost.  

I think it’s good too, because it’s not just you were able to do it.  But then knowing why you do a certain thing or what it’s going to mean for your presentation, that’s important.

I agree with that.  You look it up again, and that’s a reinforcement of why you’re doing it.

I thought the questions at the end were really good.  I found they were really helpful, and they really made you go back and reinforce what you had thought you learned.  

I thought it was actually good that it was an assignment rather than voluntary.  I would have said I know PowerPoint enough and I wouldn’t have done it.  A lot of people that benefited from it probably wouldn’t have done it.  And it wasn’t such a pain that it was mandatory.

I thought they related back to what we had learned.

I though they were very relative.  Sometimes I remember thinking that this almost seemed too easy though.  

I thought that the questions were really good given that you had people with a variety of different of levels of experience.  Some of the questions were easy for me.  I also thought that the specific questions about when would this be appropriate or why would you want to use this feature, I thought those were really helpful because it really made you think about the best way to utilize the program.  It made you think a little bit more, and I think everybody benefited from that.

I didn’t mind doing the questions, but it seemed like they were in there to make sure that you had read it.  

I agree with you.  I think that has to do with the level at which you’re at.  
8.  The scoring of the assignments is fair.

I personally thought it was fair.

I didn’t notice.

I thought that was fine.

All, no problems

I think as long as it like the fact that if you screwed up on something you could fix it.  If someone was blowing it off they didn’t get points.  But if you actually did do it, and you got most of the points that would be appropriate.

So it’s more of the experience than the actual product.

9.  Many had problems with scanning tutorial, and agree that it should be rewritten

One part I did find a little challenging, I remember the first time we scanned, and there were a few of us in the library and it was a whole thing because there wasn’t enough scanners at the time, now they’ve gotten more since, but getting the scanners getting to work the way we wanted to and following the instructions, that was a little challenging.  

You don’t find a scanner open during the times when you are available to work on the tutorial.  So maybe a list of all of the scanners on campus where they are would be good to include in the scanner tutorial.  

I had difficulty later on doing my final presentation, when scanning my pictures.  Resizing was confusing to me.  I knew I had to do it, and I knew what to put the measurements in, but I had no idea really what I was doing, or why I was doing it, or how it was changing my presentation.  I really didn’t know why.

I agree with that.  I think that’s something that confused me.  If it was a smaller picture, if I needed to change the DPI or if they were always going to be 800, or if it depended on the size of the picture you scan.  

With pictures, I still don’t know a lot about this, certain pictures people had would take forever so you would sit and wait for the slide.  And how to make that not happen.  Just one of my pictures was like that, and I don’t know why.

I remember that the way it said to use the scanner seemed to me quite round-about.  It didn’t work for me for some reason the first time.  It was a different way than I had used a scanner.  

All the scanners are different.

You have a lot of good details in the scanning tutorials.  One thing you might want to include is some guidelines for selecting images, even if you scan it the right way.  Maybe it just needs to be in its own little section.  
10.  The majority do not understanding images or resolutions

Maybe how you’ve dealt so much with the pixels of the pictures, it seems important that you have to know what to use in what situation. 

Like jpeg and all of that?  

Where to save it?

I was confused by that.

Because, for me, I need an explanation of why.  And I don’t think I really know why we had to save it as a .tif or .jpeg.  Those are just words to me.

Sometimes it would take longer for certain frames to come up, I wasn’t sure why that was happening.  If there’s a way to make it go faster…

With the DPI’s and the resolution, I don’t even still understand any of that, so maybe more explaination.  It tells you how to change it and everything, but I just don’t understand it at all.

That’s true.  Every picture I scanned just became a motion.

But I didn’t know what it meant.

I don’t either.  I still don’t

That’s true, like when it would be a good idea to change those things.

I had big pictures and small pictures and I put the same things in all of those, and I was questioning if I was doing that right if it was going to look right when it came up.

Maybe a whole section in the scanning tutorial about picture sizes, and dimensions, and resolutions.
11.  Many had problems with sound

I remember I had a problem with the sound.  When I transferred it to Zip disk the sound didn’t come with it.

I did have trouble when I did my final PowerPoint presentation getting my sound to transfer as well, and I’m not sure what happened.  Maybe that was the fault of me, but I don’t know what happened there exactly.
And like with your sound, or something, maybe more explained.

Remind the students to bring a CD when you’re doing the sound tutorial.

A lot of people had trouble with the sound.  I don’t know why.  I know a lot of people that tried to put sound in their final project.  And it either didn’t work or the computer wasn’t fast enough to make it go when they needed it to.  I don’t know if that’s anything that you can change with the tutorial.

I had problems with the sound one.

Where to put the sound box and just click on the slide when you wanted it to go or stop.  That’s the main reason I didn’t use any sound in my final project.

Maybe some more advanced techniques like that might be something to even have a one-time lab session for.

I had some problems with the sound.  There were quite a few times when we had the icon and we pushed it but we just didn’t hear anything.  

On one slide there was the icon and the sound was working, the next slide the sound from the exact same place was not working.  I’m not really sure what happened.

Maybe like a whole one-time sound/video lab session, since those tend to be more complicated.  A lot of people forgot to put the sound file on the same zip disk as their presentation.

That was one of the things I don’t think people understood, was that the sound had to be on the same computer.

I’m just learning that now.

Me too.  That’s why my sound didn’t work.  I didn’t know that.
12.  Some had problems with disk drives

I think a lot of people were confused about Zip disks and H: drives, I think that some people had 200-something Zip disks and those didn’t work with certain computers, so you needed to have a 100-Zip disk, but yet it worked faster if you had it on your H: drive, so I think if for the last one, that could be more explained because a lot of us didn’t know that.  

The H: drive and Zip disk I didn’t really understand, I was a little confused, but I kind of figured it out.  I think you’re going to have all different levels.

13.  Many would like to learn more about videos

I would have liked to have been able to take a movie of our own and put it in, I know we took the one off the internet and put it in.  

That is a neat idea unless you don’t have an ability to make a movie or any video.  

If you don’t have time for that, I understand why it’s bypassed.  It’s a little more advanced.  

In high school we learned how to take movies and put it into our PowerPoint.  In yours, you already had it and we just had to click on it.  That would be helpful to know how to do that, so you can put in all in one media.  

One part that was difficult that might be nice to go through with class, would be converting video over and installing that.  I had to go figure it out myself through someone in the library, which took hours and the quality was horrible so I didn’t end up using it.  I think several other students in the class wanted to use video, but didn’t really know how.

Maybe some more advanced techniques like that might be something to even have a one-time lab session for. (Also 11)

Maybe like a whole one-time sound/video lab session, since those tend to be more complicated.  A lot of people forgot to put the sound file on the same zip disk as their presentation (Also 11).

Video.

14.  All instructors of the course should have training in PowerPoint

I think professors should use them as well as students.  So that if you are not available, or another expert on PowerPoint, someone who is an expert in the kinds of programs we are developing will also be able to support us with the programs we are developing them on.  My experience has been that a lot of the professors just don’t know, and that isn’t helpful at all (specific to EE/interp)

It would be very helpful to have our professors on the same page with things.  

I feel a lot more confident with my ability to use PowerPoint than my ability to use QuarkXpress.  I try and use Quark now, and I have no idea.  We had no tutorial and our professors didn’t know how to use it, so we were just sort of out there (Also #1)

Yes, keep teaching it and teach it to the professors.

15.  The order of the tutorials was effective, increasing in both degree of difficulty and creativity

I liked how towards the end they got to be more specific and more things were added… doing more challenging things.  

Each tutorial was a little more difficult.  

I liked how it was broken up a little bit, and then you would add a little bit more, it wasn’t too much at once.

I think it was good that each one built upon the last.  

At the beginning, it was get this picture or type this.  As we got more familiar with the tutorial you gave us much more freedom.  You could be creative and put what you wanted into it, and you were still getting the basis.  Made it a lot more fun and inviting.

I thought the order was really appropriate too.  They almost built on each other, built on past skills with previous ones.

I agree, I think they totally built on skills, and that helped to reinforce our sense of being comfortable with the program and really kind of empowered us to learn how to use it more.

16.  Doing a tutorial every week reinforced the students’ skills and learning


It was nice that you made us do one every week, even though it was really difficult if you didn’t have time that week to get it done, but if you had waited another week you forget the little stuff real quick.  

Really programmed it in my head.  I think it was good to have us do tutorials, separate from class, doing it again to practice it.  

I think it was good that they were spread out, that you didn’t just hand us all five at one time.  It made it a lot more inviting also.
17.  Students could complete the tutorials at their own pace, depending on their ability

If you were busy, at least it was an easy assignment to do.  It wasn’t too challenging.  You can learn and yet it was easy enough to understand, you could just quickly do it, it wouldn’t take you three hours or something.

A little bit, but like I said you can just get it done quickly.  Just sit down and do it and quit complaining.

Man, the last three weeks we’ve had an assignment.  But like she said, it was easy to fit in if you just sit down and do it.

If there was someone in the class that had never used PowerPoint before, they could go at their speed that they needed to with the tutorial.  Whereas someone who had experience could go through it a lot quicker.  You really got to go at your own speed.

I felt like I knew PowerPoint pretty well, but it was fun enough that I didn’t mind doing it.  It didn’t take a whole long time if you did know PowerPoint.  It was interesting enough that if you did know PowerPoint, it didn’t seem like a pain to do.  Along the way there were little things you picked up.

So that’s why it’s good that the individual can put their creative influence into it, and also that is so detailed so that it’s good for the unexperienced person because they have all the details needed, and then for somebody who feels they know it might actually come across something and say oh I didn’t know that.

18.  Students use the hard copy to refer back to


I like that we each got a copy of it, and that we always had it with us.  I still use these in my other classes when I have to do PowerPoints

I agree, I’m going to keep mine so I can refer to it again.  Tiny details that you are going to forget are good to look back on.  

I may have trouble with the details, because you lose that in time, but even having these guides to look back on, you could do anything.  

I agree with that, you can refer back

We had the information in a packet for us and we could back if we forgot how to do something.

I think it’s good to hand these out, just to have later reference to.  
19.  Students use the tutorials and skills from NR 367/368 for other classes and presentations

I didn’t use it for a class, but I used it for another presentation I did.  I used a lot of the principles, like using the black background… it really helped a lot.

It would have been useful for some presentations I did before, for other classes, and I give presentations for County Board.  To know some of things would have been a lot more beneficial beforehand.

I use different skills from it, like whether it was taking pictures, scanning pictures, not necessarily putting together a whole PowerPoint.  I have used various skills, like the sound option as well for other things I’ve done.  She had to give presentations to class. Hey I know how to do that, I’ll get my things out, so I whipped them out and looked it up, and she used them too.

I’ve also done PowerPoint outside of class.  It was for a student organization.  It was fun to actually know how to do PowerPoint.

I kind of looked forward to doing these, because I knew this is something I will use after school all the time.  I know I’ll use it after school.  I kind of looked forward to learning more about it.
I’m definitely glad I learned it, I’m using it a lot this semester in a bunch of other classes I have.  

This will help me not only with PowerPoint but with other things in the future.

I used it for my Youth Agency class for a presentation I had to do.

I used it for my public presentation for Schmeeckle practicum.

This class was the first time I used, but after that I used it for a Roots and Shoots presentation, but am now using it for a case study presentation in Ecosystem Management and Restoration class.

I haven’t used it yet, but I’m sure I will in the future.

In visitor centers too, and I know I went back and looked at them to figure out how to do them.

The people that were in my class that hadn’t had the tutorials were really impressed with by what I put in my PowerPoint, and my professor was just impressed that we used the computer.  These skills that we are learning carrying over to other classes.  You could definitely tell the difference between the people that had had the tutorials, and those that just put PowerPoints together based on what they had done before.

Since we are required to do PowerPoints and presentations, it’s nice to actually have a class that teaches it.  Since lots of our classes require some sort of presentation-oriented projects.

For graduate seminar.  I talked my gullible housemate into putting his voice onto my graduate seminar as a quote.  And it worked really well.  When I first got here, if I hadn’t had a PowerPoint tutorial I would have had a really hard time putting that seminar together.  In fact, two of my fellow graduate students who did not have the tutorial and didn’t know anything about PowerPoint, had to put a seminar together, and I actually referred them to these tutorials, and they also found them very helpful and were very appreciative to have them.

I’ve given them out to friends too.  Because they ask me how to do it, and I say take these, you can do it.
20.  Open communication with and quick feedback from the instructor is important

It was good that you e-mailed us back right away too when you graded them.

I like that if you forgot something you told us and you could redo it.  
That was great, if you ask us now what we had trouble with, we’d just be like we got the assignment done.  You’re getting feedback fresh.

If we had any questions we could always e-mail you or ask each other.  

I thought it was excellent correspondence with us.  If you’re having trouble, here you go I’ll help you out or you got back to us right away.  

I liked that the author of the tutorial was available to us real-time, so if we had questions, we could e-mail you, or call you, or we could see you in class.  Whereas, a book about teaching PowerPoint programs, but if something is unclear, where could we go?

I think it’s important to get feedback if we are having any trouble.  It might be a lot harder for somebody to go through and correct all of those assignments if they don’t all look the same.  So if that creates a situation that pushes back correcting the assignments, that could be a problem too.  I don’t know how it would work.

It’s a good way to keep yourself in check.  That way you get all the comments back, and you can see a pattern of people are all having trouble with the same question.  

I liked that when we e-mailed it to you, that you got back to us if we did something wrong, and that we had a chance to redo it.  It was nice to get feedback right away.

21.  Students liked referring back to previous steps or tutorials for reinforcement

I like how you referred back to the other tutorials.  Like a review in each one.
Sometimes you mentioned to go back to another step, and that was good, so you didn’t have to repeat it in the type-out.  

Some of them even had stuff from the previous ones which was cool.

22.  Most students preferred having the tutorials start at a very basic level, though some were frustrated by it.

I thought of this on the way here about the remedial thing.  As technology advances, you are going to get more students that know more about this stuff, so more people might start saying that comment.  But there are still people out there that don’t know anything.  But that’s going to make a challenge.

Several students that did say that wow, I never used PowerPoint before and it’s really helpful that this is so detailed.  I had made a couple of presentations.  Not everyone is in that situation.

I know the basics of e-mail and this and that, but that’s about all.  It was really good to have it explained that way.  

Not for me, I don’t know anything about computers

For me, I had done stuff with PowerPoint before, so in a way it was, but in a way it was still good, because you don’t get sloppy and start skipping stuff, and then later on forget to do that.  I can go through it a little bit quicker.  Yeah, there’s a lot of stuff, but on the same note, it was a good reminder and on the same page as everyone else.

I didn’t have any experience with PowerPoint.  For me, I really needed to start from that point otherwise I would have been really lost.  I was actually kind of worried about the assignment when you gave it out, but once I read through it, it was fine.

I felt that when it started getting repetitious or more obvious, then I could just skip over the parts that seemed more intuitive.

The problem that I could see, the people that knew PowerPoint being pissed off because they have to do this whole thing.  I think it was fun enough and quick enough if you knew it that it wouldn’t be a big deal.  That’s something that you’ll continue to run into.   I don’t think that should necessarily be worked around.

I don’t see how you could go around it, because everyone would have a different level, and you’re not going to please everyone.
24.  The take-home tutorial teaching method is preferred over an instructor-led course.

I like the tutorials better than having someone go through it with you.  It was easy enough for me to do without having an instructor there.

It was probably a better use of the class time.


For me, because if the directions were not so specific and laid out, then I would need that.  

I think the other lab is a lot more harder than this is.  No instructor needed.

When you first brought that up, I thought, woah a lot of time.  Because when you go through this with the whole class, everyone goes at different speeds.  You would need a lab and take lots of class time.

I think people that were more advanced would be so annoyed with that.  

It would have been overkill to have an entire lab devoted to PowerPoint.  You were still available to help me.  It was easy enough to get to you and have you help me out with that.  I would just have been frustrated if I were in a lab and wasn’t having problems figuring stuff out.  

I think that it’s so detailed that it’s better if you just take it and do it on our own.  That way we can learn at our own pace, and if we have questions, we can write them down.  

Taking it home was better then you can do it on your own time.

I don’t think you really need a teacher there to tell you how to do it… it’s pretty well said on paper for you.

There’s something different about walking yourself through the tutorials.  

Student schedules are so varied too, and they can work on it when they can.  

These were probably better, with an instructor, the different levels would get really impatient.  A level 10 would be like I’m not waiting for her to go through all of this.  The other people would be like slow down, slow down.  

I agree it should be on your own.  The ones that are downstairs now are probably programs that most people haven’t done a lot with.  But since a lot of people have been exposed to it a little bit, it’s easier to go about it on your own.

I would agree, I think these are user-friendly enough and it’s not that technical.  People can figure it out themselves.  When you have different levels, people will get frustrated.  

I totally agree.  The other applications are much more complicated and necessitate having an instructor.  PowerPoint is not as complex and I think you can save time, energy, and goodwill among more experienced PowerPoint people.

25.  The PowerPoint training should be incorporated into future classes

All responded yes.

All yes.

Yes, keep teaching it and teach it to the professors (also #14)

Yes

Absolutely.

Interpreters going out into the field post-Stevens Point really need to have these skills.

26.  The tutorials help students to evaluate PowerPoint programs presented by others

I find myself critiquing other people’s PowerPoints now too.  To see what they’ve done wrong.

27.  Students feel that the tutorials should be available in a lab manual for purchase.  However, the tutorials should also be on reserve in the LRC and available online. 

I like the idea of keeping them as handouts instead of buying them at the bookstore.

Since the computers are upgraded all the time, putting the tutorials into a book might be a waste of money.  

Public folders.  They are there for you to reference, but I will only print it off if I feel I need the information a lot.  Maybe for PowerPoint tutorial number one, people have the assignment sheet, but not necessarily the whole tutorial printed out.  You pay for a certain number of pages to print, and I know I haven’t used mine at all, so I might as well use it.

Maybe you could keep a hard copy available at the circulation desk for someone who is having a hard time with computers.

You can put these on reserve in the library for people enrolled in class.

Public folders is a good idea and it saves a lot of paper.  But maybe the support of being able to get somebody hard copies if they need them.  I do use all of my paper credits and it frustrates me to no end.  So having another thing that I would have to print, I wouldn’t like that very much.  I don’t know how to do double-sided at school.  Letting people know that it’s on public folders, but also say if you need copies, then the class will support you in printing off and getting you a hard copy.

If it is a matter of fee, make it an option to purchase your tutorial manual for however much.  If you don’t want to purchase the already printed out copy, it is on public folders.

For people really used to using public folders and they like that, they really might prefer not to pay $10 to have something hardcopy.  It becomes a logistic thing.

Just sell them in a binder.  You don’t have to deal with the bookstore.  You have the option to get them or not get them.  

I know that there’s been talk of maybe combining all of the interpretive technology into one course, and if that were the cases, if you had a sourcebook for that class with all the tutorials for all the programs in it, I don’t know if I would want to see the QuarkXpress tutorial in black-and-white; I think if you would actually do it as a sourcebook, you would almost have to do it in color just for unity and aesthetics.

That’s what you should totally do.  Just like Zimmerman and Gross sell us that book at the beginning, like totally just put this into a book and be like here you have to buy this for the class… and you could totally make a bunch of money, Jim.  And it would probably be cheaper than printing them out on a computer on color all the time.  Just make a little lab manual that’s in color like the Interpreter Handbook.  

It would probably be less wasteful also.  If you have something as a book, you take it a lot more serious than paper stapled together.

And it will be easier for those of us who want to refer back to it later.

I could see that making the people that thought they were really comfortable more angry.  It would be a really good solution, but I could see it causing a lot of problems too.

What if you had a book in the lab or something.  You don’t have to purchase it if you don’t want to, or have a few on reserve.  If you really want it to keep you can have an optional purchase.

You can always just put them on reserve or online.

That’s true… online.  Then people if they wanted to print it out, they can.  They can print it out in color.

I don’t think that would be very fun to learn from, because you’d have to go back and forth.
29.  Students would like the tutorial assignments to work toward a final goal, instead of stand-alone.

There was no point to my assignments.  I wasn’t working toward a greater end.  I don’t know if it would be feasible to try and pick out your topic beforehand and have our topics approved and then start your tutorials so you can kind of be working towards it.  I know I would have taken more time and care in actually doing it well.

I agree with that.  If you could pick your topic early on, that would be key, and then you could build off of it, and then when it gets to be to the end you actually even have it done already.  You’ve been working  on it all semester.

Even if they just built on each other.  If what we did in Tutorial 1 carried into number 2 and number 3.  That way you’re kind of working toward something, even if it’s something that you’re not presenting.  

30.  The students would like a digital camera session.

It might be kind of neat to do a lesson on how to use the digital camera.  I’m always scared to use them because I don’t know what to do once I take the picture.  

I think that would be a good idea too.  I think that’s why I didn’t use it, because I didn’t know how to use it.

31.  More and more students may be frustrated with the basic elements of PowerPoint as they enter college with more advanced computing skills.

I thought of this on the way here about the remedial thing.  As technology advances, you are going to get more students that know more about this stuff, so more people might start saying that comment.  But there are still people out there that don’t know anything.  But that’s going to make a challenge (Also 22)

The problem that I could see, the people that knew PowerPoint being pissed off because they have to do this whole thing.  I think it was fun enough and quick enough if you knew it that it wouldn’t be a big deal.  That’s something that you’ll continue to run into.   I don’t think that should necessarily be worked around (Also 22)

If you do this continually, you will run into more and more of them, since more people would be familiar with PowerPoint from high school.
32.  Other skills should be taught in the tutorials.

A lot of teachers use backgrounds that have a border.  I noticed a lot of people choose to use that if it’s a professional presentation.  Background templates.

I would have liked to have learn animation, and I know that’s more of an in-depth thing to get into.  There were ideas I had, but I just didn’t know how to make them work because I didn’t know about it all.  

I didn’t know how to enter a website link and I couldn’t find it.  But I needed to know how to do that and it wasn’t in there.

Maybe a suggestions in terms of pictures and backgrounds the color… a lot of times when you project it onto the screen it’s different.  

How to print out the notes with the small pictures.

When you’re in Microsoft Clipart, you can go on this little button that says get more from the Net.  They have basically anything you could want.  

I know we talked about copyright laws, I’m sure mine was illegal.  I don’t know if it was in there or not.  You might want to throw something in there for people like me that see a picture on the Internet and just take it.  

33.  Students like the idea of having an optional basic assignment available for students that have no experience with PowerPoint.  They agree that everyone must do the same assignments.

Maybe have an optional assignment.  Or if the first assignment is too difficult, have a more basic one that’s available but not required.

I think it’s a good idea.  An optional one for people that think they need it, they can go ahead and take the easier one.  

I don’t think anybody is going to raise their hand and be like I think I need that extra work, I don’t know what I’m doing, like I wouldn’t have.  I would have been like I’ll just figure it out.  

I like the idea, of how okay, if you don’t know these more basic things, there will be things that are repetitive.  Optional assignment.

I don’t think you should have two separate assignments.  I don’t think it would be good for one person to be doing a lesser thing.  

Agreement about fairness that everyone should be doing the same assignments.

Maybe in cases where people feel like they know PowerPoint inside and out, some sort of assignment should be a requirement.  Maybe making it so they don’t have to do assignments 1, 2, and 3 but they have to do the last one and it counts for all of the same points as the other ones put together.  On the other hand, there’s a tendency to feel like you know a little bit about something that you’re an expert in it, and that sort of option would encourage people not to do the first three.

If you wanted to make something optional in the beginning, the first one was very basic.  I think maybe if that one was either optional or extra credit, so the people that have never done PowerPoint can do that one.  

34.  Other problems that the students encountered

Office XP is completely different.  As much as I tried to follow the tutorial, a lot of it ended up being trial-and-error.

Not all computer are going to have the fonts that you have.  If you go on a computer that doesn’t have XP, not everything is going to switch down.  If people do want use a font that portrays a certain mood, they can meet with you on how to put it on that computer.

Un-coded from Group #1

Any spots that I did get a little off track, it was good because I could strengthen those skills by playing around with it a little more and seeing how different options work.  
The lab assistants can always talk to you to.  If something didn’t seem to work, we could always find someone to help us with it.

I didn’t think so.  I thought sometimes it was a little too remedial

I didn’t.

I think it was important to have a little survey to find out what skills levels you are working with, to see are people more advanced, or do people need that beginning stuff too.

Concerning the survey idea, ask what classes you had.  If you had certain classes, then you would understand which students or where they are.  

With any seminar class, where you do presentations, even though they are higher level, you still might be getting students that have done the higher level courses before.

How would you know? 

Unless you did the survey thing?  And then they’d have to put their name on it so they’d know who it was 

That and grading.  You’d have to grade them differently.

Maybe someone’s doing a little bit more to catch up.  

Creating a PowerPoint presentation and scanning pictures, instead of using overheads and other stuff that’s not as clear.  It’s more professional.  

I liked learning how to import other medias into your program.

Adding the sound was good, and animation was neat too.  It’s not just a plain old picture show, you actually get to get people involved with the movies and stuff like that.

You gave us tips throughout how to make a better presentation.  Keep all the slides the same, don’t use too much animation.

Both.  (Session and tutorial)

Having you present it like that makes it more concrete too.  Understanding how to do things.

I thought that you presented yours in class that was effective too.  We knew exactly what you were talking about it.

Open lab type where you’d come in if you had questions.  That’s a pretty good idea.

That might help with people that don’t know as much about computers.

Maybe you could make a more challenging PowerPoint tutorial, something incorporating a lot more details.

Or just have it available for those that want to further their skills that have some of those basic ones down.  But not necessarily make it a requirement.

When I had this class last semester, I would talk to friends that aren’t in a 4-year university, or are still in high school, or adults in general and they don’t know what PowerPoint is or they’ve heard of it but they’ve never used it.  So it’s still out there in the layperson area that it’s a technology skill that not everyone has.

I feel this course is going to be ever changing just because of how technology is in general.

Un-coded from Group#2

Also included were default settings likely for the computers that we were using.  It made sense for some of the hidden things that could have messed up our programs.

Does it need to be in color?

Another bonus to not having color, is that it would be easier to do double-sided tutorials maybe.  Double-sided is always a bonus.

It’s not a bad idea.  Adventure education minor is insanely expensive.  This one is only $10, but on the other hand, you’re adding more money on.  It wouldn’t be backbreaking, but it would be another course fee.

Options are a good thing.

If you do end up putting this in a book, maybe you can include some more extreme tutorials.

I think just at the end if there was more to be learned, or if there was more to learn.

I don’t know what I don’t know about PowerPoint now.  If I don’t know it all, it would be really cool to learn more.

I thought going from 4 little tutorials to an 80-slide PowerPoint was a nice test to see if we really get it or not.  

Un-coded from Group #3

It was kind of fun.

The assignment is 10 easy points.

SLURRP

That was the sound of Kelli slurping McDonald’s

The coke not the fries.

I’ll bring that comment up for sure in seminar.

I made the mistake of using mine for scratch paper.  I actually should have saved those last ones that talked about video and sound.  

Thanks for taking all the time you put into them, I know that it must have taken you hours to create these.

I hope you’re getting paid for it.

Thank you, you have changed our lives.
