 Major Categories for Coding

Interpretive Lab Focus Groups
1.  The tutorials were specific and enhanced learning.

I think you handouts made it really easy.  You could do it there with you, but then when you were away, you could just look back at your handout and still figure out how to do it.

The handouts will be really nice for the future too.  Everything was very well described.

I think so too.  I really like the tutorials.  

The tutorials were excellent.

The tutorials we went through as a group I think were excellent.  I think you should talk about Rebecca Clark about doing one of the tutorials at the EE workshop in the fall.  You put them in such easy-to-learn formats, going right through all the basics.

My mom had to do a PowerPoint presentation, I basically just handed it to her and she could do it.  Those tutorials are independent, they can stand alone, along with the stuff we learned in class it was beneficial.  

I liked how much effort you had put into this, because it’s so specific that it’s easy to follow.  The directions are well-written.  

I also thought the handouts were very user-friendly.  The pace that you went over the specifics made it really easy.

I liked how you could basically pick up the direction sheet here and learn everything yourself.  You have arrows pointing.  When I was going through the tutorials, I was able to go ahead and tweak a bunch of other things right away.  It was really easy for me to get into the program.  It was good reference too when I forgot what to do.

The guides were super, super helpful.

And these guides that you made are awesome and I’m keeping them in a binder and I’m keeping them.  I think that you did an excellent job on them.

2.  Students feel comfortable using the skills they learned.

All yes

I’d have to bring the tutorials along.  To be honest, I couldn’t do half of the stuff without the tutorials.  Like I have to refer back to my tutorials constantly.  But I feel like I’m definitely more prepared than I would have thought I have been.

Even revising my resume, I know all of these programs that I can help out with.

I’d feel pretty comfortable, I think.  I know the programs enough where I can make the box and put the text in and pictures.  It would just be more of an art of fine-tuning.  

I would be comfortable with it.  Not only is it a comfort thing, these labs kind of fanned the flames.  I can make that look a lot better and it’s not that hard to do.  

Compared to before the classes, I feel pretty confident in making posters and panels.

I also feel comfortable enough where I could definitely put something together.  It might take me some time.  I feel comfortable enough where I could have a nice product.

3.  Students prefer having the assignments, even if they were somewhat frustrating.  The assignments reinforced skills and enhanced learning.

I actually liked the assignments we got, not so much because I enjoyed doing them, but having to figure out how to do certain things really helped me to retain some of the information.  

One thing I really liked was that when we did the homework assignments, you had the photos that we needed on there so we didn’t spend time trying to play with the photos.  

And you had all the instructions in the lab.  It was nice to have those things handy.

I thought they were effective.

I thought they were effective and fairly easy with the hints you gave us on the sheets.  I think they would still be fair without the hints.  

I thought the projects related to what we had learned that day, so I thought they were appropriate.  I got frustrated with a lot of the assignments.  

I guess you would be fair if you didn’t put the hints on.  I think since it was a beginner assignment and we’re still learning, I think that was fine.  And I’m glad you did that because I might not have figured it out.  If there were more labs getting more in-depth, then maybe cut out the hints as you go along.

All:  General agreement.
4.  It was difficult for students to find time to come to Schmeeckle Reserve and complete their assignments.

They were tough to find time to come in and do them.  

Having them overlap would have been good.  Sometimes a time conflict was the issue.

A lot of times I felt it was a real hassle to come over here.  I found that a real big hassle.

I also found that hard, because I’m busy until 5, and it closes at 5, and I don’t have a car.

I always had to walk, and I have class late every day.  So I would have to get up super early in the morning if I wanted to get here.  

As well, me too, on the same issues that other people had mentioned.  Then, to have enough time when I could get here, oh man, I need more time.  

The only thing I didn’t like, on some of the programs like Quark, I actually had to come to Schmeeckle to work on it.  That kind of irritated me a little bit.  I had to come all the way to Schmeeckle to work on the assignment.

I agree.  It was kind of a deterrent.  

Just with our tutorial assignments, having everything on the computers here, you didn’t have an option of just doing it on a different computer that did have Quark.  

The only thing that bothered me besides having to come to Schmeeckle all the time, is when I would come to Schmeeckle outside of the actual lab, and there were a lot of people working.  

5.  Students would like more computers available in the lab.

As far as the lab, the touchscreen computers were very frustrating for me, because I only had a limited amount of time.  And I spent like my whole time trying to figure those out because there were none other available during those time.  

This major seems like its getting more popular, so you might have trouble with lab space and the number of computers too.

The spacing adequate enough of computers, or almost enough computers, that was okay.

I do (need more computers).

I do, because I am a hands-on learner, so I have to be that person that’s doing everything.  It wasn’t sticking in my head, and I would forget how to do that.

I would agree.  I really would have liked to have played around with it, but to let my partner get the experience and do it.  It would have been nicer if I could have worked by myself just to play and reinforce what I was working on.

The only thing that bothered me besides having to come to Schmeeckle all the time, is when I would come to Schmeeckle outside of the actual lab, and there were a lot of people working.  I guess maybe there aren’t enough computers, or something has to be done with scheduling.

But then again, it was really packed on the weekend.  You need to use the scanner, you have to rotate through.

There were ten million people that needed to print their posters off, and it took forever.  That was frustrating.  


6.  Students would like the lab to be open for extended hours.

It would have been nice if it could have been open even to 7.

It would be nice if there was some way that people that can use the lab had a swipe card or key, where they would be able to get to on off-times when the visitor center wasn’t open itself.  The time was constraining to me also.

My frustration was having to work on stuff between 8 and 5.  I do all my homework at night.  Having that be part of my homework, I had to try to schedule that into my school day and workday and not into my homework time.  

The only complaint I have is I would agree with the 8-5.  That was especially difficult when we were working maybe in partners.  We had a hard time because I had to work to.  

The weekends were good.  That’s when we got most of our Point Iroquois thing done.

Maybe like reopen just for us. 

7-9 would be awesome.  Meetings and stuff get done around 7-8.  

And that’s not necessarily something you have to do every day.  That might entail another person to be here.  Even if it were three days a week, that would be so much more helpful.
7.  Students would like at least some of the computers on campus to be set up with the same programs available at Schmeeckle.

But on the other hand, I thought it would be almost nicer to be able to work on campus.  

I think a way to kind of get around that would be, have everything set up here, but also have at least a couple of computers in the CNR somewhere that we could use for those time when we only have a few minutes to get something done.

I think you need to let it be known right away that there are computers on campus that already have QuarkXpress and Adobe Photoshop and everything we worked with is on campus.

I think it would be handy for people to work on their projects other places, but it was really nice to have control over the printing here.  Whoever was here could troubleshoot it and print it out again.  

It would be nice if there was a lab in the CNR that has exact same stuff as here.

If there’s a way to have similar programs in other labs on campus.  That may solve some of the problems, and you may not need to expand hours necessarily.

8.  Students liked the interpretive lab at Schmeeckle, and all of the equipment and software in one place.

Having that lab there was very good because it gave us all the opportunity to go out and use what we’re going to eventually probably be using in the field.  

It’s nice just having the lab here in general.   Having a separate set of computers and an area for us to spend time and work on it.  It was a real plus instead of having to go into a public computer lab and hoping that the computer you find works with the program.

The size of lab at first I was uncomfortable with it being so tight in there.  And then as I started going through the class, I really thought it was nice to have a small connected little area.  

I thought it was really nice to have it here, especially so that you’re available.  

The good thing about having the lab here, if the printout comes all off, there is some stuff that you did with mine that I would have no clue how to do.  He’s got it all under control.

9.  Students want to learn how to create brochures and pamphlets.

Something I think would have been nice to add in is learning how to make a brochure, or pamphlet or something, and maybe even cut out the poster.  

I have no skills whatsoever in how to make brochures.

Especially since they get complicated with the front and back.

The poster was fun to make, but it was something that we were definitely all capable of and we didn’t need to prove it.  I had a few job interviews and every single person asked me if I knew how to make a pamphlet.  

I think the brochures are a really good idea.  A poster assignment might be a good assignment for a one-credit person to do.  And the two-credit people could create a brochure.

All:  yes (Would you like to have learned to create brochures).

That’s something you can use anywhere.  A sign is one thing, but it’s a little different to create a brochure.

I think brochures would be very helpful, because anywhere we go for a job, they always want brochures and people always use brochures.  It’s a lot different than making a sign panel.  More often someone is going to ask you to make a brochure, just because its more user-friendly, you can mail it, and you can do multiple things with it.

People are more likely to pick it up and look through it than having a sign.  People just drive or walk by a sign.  If they take the time to pick it up, they’re more likely to flip through it.

10.  Students believed that an instructor-led lab was essential to teach the more complex programs.

I personally liked that you were around and that you went through it like that, because I thought that these were a lot harder than the PowerPoint ones.  Not the tutorial, but the technology itself was harder to understand how to do.  

I don’t know what we would have done with Quark and Paint Shop Pro had we not had those weekly sessions to go through that stuff.  I think that for those advanced programs the instructional labs are really, really important.

This class was different than PowerPoint because each time we had class it was a different program.  With PowerPoint you built on top of the last weeks.  Because everything is so brand new each program that you work with, you do need more instructions each time.

I think this stuff was a lot more difficult with working with, so I think it was good the way we did it.  

I agree.  I thought Quark and Photoshop were much more technical than PowerPoint, so I thought it was good that you took us through that.

I enjoyed having the labs for this.  I think they were helpful.  For this, there were so many different options that you had that you needed to be shown what they were.  Having someone there to answer questions when you were at that screen instead of trying to e-mail.

I imagine it would be easier to have the lab.

11.  Students would prefer to have more lab sessions to reinforce the training and teach more skills.

I think once a week is a good amount of time, but I think that there could have been more weeks of it then.  Because there were some things that I would have liked the full class period for you to explain.  At least one more week if not the full semester.

Some of the topics in our tutorials were just mentioned and could have been elaborated on a lot more.  The cool things to do.  If we had the tutorials we got the basics, and then at another point we got to come back and learn the elaborated forms of everything.  I think that would have been very useful.  

I agree.

I definitely always have the tutorials to look back to, but I almost needed more reinforcement of ideas.  Maybe just more labs.  We definitely want to be able to do really interesting things if we are going to making panels.

I think that the 1.5 hour was appropriate, but I don’t like computers.  For me to get on a computer and practice it, I need to be made to come at a certain time.  A whole week is a big span of time to keep that knowledge where you’re comfortable with it, and I think if we would have it one other day of week, for even just an hour for review, I think it would have been a lot more helpful.  It may not need to be done for everyone, but maybe for those there could be a time where they could come in.

I thought the amount of time was fine.  

I would have liked a few more.  It would have been nice to have a review.  When I go down to work on a computer now, I have to get all of these things out and go through it again, I just have not retained a lot of that.  Because I haven’t used these programs for much.  

I would like to have had more of them, not necessarily to review but to learn features of the programs.  

I agree with you, but if we were to learn more in-depth with what was available, I think we would have had to have a lot more sessions.  Sometimes even the amount of info that was presented was just kind of overwhelming because we’d go through some steps so quickly.  

12.  The “No food or drink” rule in the lab is generally agreed upon.

Food in there.  I think if we come in with Nalgene bottles with lids on or coffee mugs with lids on, can we please bring coffee in the lab?  It’s all I ask.  

It’s not like it’s a long walk to that table.  I’ve spilt before.

It’s annoying though. 

I think it makes sense.  They’re nice computers, I think it’s a lot of money in equipment.

As many times as I broke that rule, I have to say I didn’t disagree with that rule.  I was down in the lab a lot.  I totally agree with the principle of the rule.  

All:  General agreement

I think it would be nice to be able to have it in there, but one person doing it versus every single person would not be good.

Although I think it should be universal; it applies to me, it applies to Dr. Gross, it applies to everyone else that goes in there.

13.  Students would like to have the tutorials available to purchase as a lab manual.

Perhaps you could put together a bound edition of those, so that we buy them ahead of time, or something that is already put together.

I really, really like the idea of putting the tutorials into a hard copy and have it as a requirement to buy for the class or given to the class, because then you get publication and we have something we can put on our bookshelves.  

You mean like making a lab book with everything in it, even these instructions and stuff?

I think that something like this would be worth purchasing.

I think it’s always nice when it’s hidden within the costs of the class and you just hand it out the first day.  Then you don’t feel like you’re spending extra.

All:  General agreement over this.
14.  Students liked the overall interpretive lab training experience and found it helpful for real-life applications.

I liked the overall experience.  

I think it really did a good job relating the class part of 363 and 364 to what we actually are going to be doing in the future.  You learn it in class, a lot of times it doesn’t actually stick with you.  

I’ve always had troubles with computers, and these just amazed me.  Going through the labs made me really excited about going into this field, I guess I never realized how much creativity you get to put into it.  The labs were so well put together that even I could understand it, because I was really nervous about the computer aspects, and it made me real excited with how creative you can get with panels and stuff.

I’m just thinking about those of us who took 251 here and had to do the GIS thing and I’m just comparing it.  Like, I don’t know remember anything of how to do ARCView or GIS with their tutorials, nothing at all, and I know I can do this stuff now with the tutorials and because of how it was taught.  

I don’t think I would have gotten very much out of the class if I didn’t learn the programs and stuff.  

It was fun.  Sometimes frustrating.  Always fun, even sometimes when it was frustrating.

I really just liked how much I learned.  I think that it’s probably the most applicable lab I’ve had so far.  Applicable to everything: other classes, my jobs, anything I’m going to need to do, I can do so much better now, as far as making something so that people can look at something, be drawn into something, want to read it.  

I think what you wanted us to learn, was the stuff we needed to know in order to use it.  When I asked you how to use the fade out, you were willing to show us, so you included that.  It was helpful to know that you were open to new ideas.

I thought what we learned was good considering these weren’t in-depth classes.  

I personally am striving now to make things look a lot more professional and nicer.

I really liked these labs.  I just think they were really beneficial for taking away from class.  You can have labs that get you through the semester, get you your grade at the end, and you’ll forget about them and never go back to the stuff you learned, but I think that these are really something that will continue to be beneficial even after graduation.

This is an elective that I took because I figured it would help me out a lot in the future.  So the labs were very important.  Because, if I had just did the in-class work, it wouldn’t have helped me out nearly as much as the lab would have.

I really enjoyed the labs.  I got frustrated.  Maybe it wasn’t enough time in the lab, maybe it wasn’t enough one-on-one, but I think they were very helpful, and if we wouldn’t have had them, I would have been lost.  

Ditto.  The labs are really good.

15.  The lab should be tied more closely with the actual class projects they are working on.

It would be nice if we could have been working on our project itself while learning some of those things.  

Maybe with our Point Iroquois, maybe if there could have been certain components that had to be accomplished that we learned in the lab.  And then we put it all together on our first project.

16.  Students would like a hard copy of the equipment instruction sheets normally kept in the lab.

To take the instruction sheets with you might be something that would be handy.  I know one day there wasn’t one there, and I couldn’t work on the scanner.  

17.  The interpretation lab encouraged communication among students.

And then as I started going through the class, I really thought it was nice to have a small connected little area.  I’m really having trouble can you please help me.  And there was people there all the time.  And it helped build our friendships and just knowledge of each other.

We all ended up helping troubleshoot each other too.
18.  Students feel that the hands-on instruction is extremely important for learning.  Every students needs a computer; watching is not effective.

One thing that might be important is to make sure you limit the class size so each person can be on a computer doing it hands-on.  That’s a factor in how much you’ll remember doing it.  If you’re just sitting and watching you can follow along but you won’t remember it as well.

There were definitely some days where I was watching, yeah I know how to do that.  Then I come to do the tutorial one week later, and be like, what am I supposed to do?

I think it’s very important for everyone to have their own computer.

I do, because I am a hands-on learner, so I have to be that person that’s doing everything.  It wasn’t sticking in my head, and I would forget how to do that (Also 5).

I would agree.  I really would have liked to have played around with it, but to let my partner get the experience and do it.  It would have been nicer if I could have worked by myself just to play and reinforce what I was working on (Also 5).

19.  Students prefer having open communication with the instructor.  They had mixed feelings, however, over how the instructor answers questions.  The attitude of the instructor is also an important component of learning.

I remember the lighthouse tutorial, I had the hardest time.  I was so upset, and it took me hours to do it, and I was getting so frustrated, and I’d keep on calling you over.  Now I can appreciate that you wouldn’t outright do it for me.  Right now I can appreciate sitting at the computer and like messing around with things.  I think I learned a lot during those two frustrating hours.

On the other hand, I found that quite annoying.  Granted, I don’t want you to baby-step me through everything.  But if I ask a question, I don’t want a parable back.  Different learning styles require different sorts of things.  For me, I need you to go, right there, and I’ll remember that.

I actually kind of agree with you.  If I’m trying to figure something out and I’m getting frustrated and I’m trying all of these different things and I finally figure it out, I don’t remember how I figured it out.  If I’m actually shown that this is where it is, I’ll definitely remember that.

I think you have a lot of patience.  Lord knows you must have gotten tired of every day hearing the same questions from different people.  And so I think that really helped to keep morale up.  You never got tired of helping and giving hints when people needed them.  

And smiling.  It really helped.  I was so emotionally drained that I want to bawl at my computer.  Thanks for that smile.

And I think that having three lab sections would be a lot more beneficial for us the students, because we would have more one-on-one with you.  Sometimes it was just too many questions at once and you couldn’t get around to everybody at one time.  It would be helpful to have more of that one-on-one so we have a clearer understanding.  I think it was really nice that just one person was teaching the class, because if there are two people, it’s hard to teach something exactly alike.  
20.  Other trained Schmeeckle staff should be available to run the computer equipment in the instructor’s absence.

We have all just been talking about how our lives would be much worse if Jim wasn’t here, the tutorial pamphlets you gave us were great, I think it would also be good; no Jim, no tutorial, I think that maybe if like during the days when there are workers here, if even the workers learned how to print things or we did, so there’s some extra mentorship or help if you’re not here.  

If you are looking at extending the hours, you could probably consider hiring someone who already took this class.  

21.  Some students believe that the more simple tutorials could be completed on their own time, and the labs would be devoted to answering questions and more advanced skills.

I think with some of the aspects of these other programs we just learned, part of that could have been given to us to do at home, some of the beginning things were pretty basic.  But maybe we could go into more stuff.  We could come into the lab and you could teach us more of the advanced type things since we already did the basic things on our own.

We come into the lab and we get the tutorial and the assignment, and we get to work through it, and then you’d be there to ask any questions we have about the assignment.  And also it would give people who feel a little more comfortable with it to go on and ask you questions that maybe aren’t in the tutorial, but you’re able to do it and show us.

If you wanted to get even more advanced with some of the programs, have an optional first session for people who aren’t as comfortable with computers or with that particular program.  

Maybe doing the simple stuff at home and then coming back and doing the harder stuff.  And then we get to a part where we really want to experiment, and I would just keep on playing while you were changing and going on to something new.

At the end of each lesson you could hand out the pamphlet for next week’s lesson.  Have people do it ahead of time.  Have the first hour of lab be introductory.  If you felt comfortable doing it, you could just come for the second hour and do the more advanced stuff and get your questions answered.  Or if you didn’t do it then you could come in the beginning and learn the whole way through.
22.  Microsoft Publisher should not be taught as a 50-minute lecture.  A more detailed tutorial and lab discussion would reduce problems with the program.

When I was doing my poster, I was a little confused when that came up (all the different options).  I don’t know if that wasn’t explained good enough.  I had to play with it a little bit.

About Publisher, we went through Publisher really fast.  I understand why we did that.  Still the fact that we were using it and making our posters.  How do I use this application again?  I feel we could have used more of a Publisher tutorial, even though it is easier, maybe more a take-home thing so we could have more practice with it.

I didn’t enjoy having the Microsoft Publisher thing in class instead of lab.  Because I don’t have a long attention span about that stuff.  When we got done, I didn’t even know what Microsoft Publisher was, so we should have just had a tutorial for that.  Especially since that’s what our poster was done on.

You didn’t have an assignment for that one either.  You were just kind of like yeah, play with it.  I didn’t play with it at all until we got to the poster.

I know with my poster, that’s the one we had to do it in Publisher.  It was hard to do it in Publisher.  You told us that you could do almost everything in Publisher that you can do in Quark, but I had no idea how to.  Also with my poster, I wanted to have a translucent text box over my pictures, and I had no idea how to do that, but that’s a feature you see in a lot of publications.  Learning that would have been nice.  

I didn’t think that one was helpful at all.  That was one of the most difficult ones that I had a hard time with.  The steps weren’t as defined and was hard to follow.  

I didn’t really care for it.  Because I didn’t think it was very effective.  It’s hard to teach stuff like that in a lecture format.  And I think that’s why I didn’t like my poster.  We were told we had to do it in Publisher.  

I don’t remember much of it.  I thought it was good and I’m glad I learned how to use it.

All:  Yes (Would it be more effective in a lab setting?)

Definitely

More hands-on
23.  Sheets should be written that compare different programs in terms of advantages, disadvantages, and price.

One thing I think could have been improved, certain things you would say but never elaborate on them.  “Quark was great and Microsoft Publisher was great, but there’s things you can do on one and not on the other.”  But you never told us what those things were.  Even if that could just be a handout sheet, with some of the key things that cannot be done on this.  That would be very helpful to me.

Just having a concrete list of the benefits of each would help when we are at a visitor center or a nature center somewhere, and maybe they don’t have any of them.  Just so we can show them what the benefits and negatives are of each one.  Along with that, having a list of places you can go for more information and where to buy them.  And the prices for them.

24.  A library of resources should be developed in the interpretive lab, especially books with images for scanning.

Maybe like a library of resources.  I know you had a whole bunch of books down there.  It’s our responsibility to be at school and go to the library and get your stuff, but you know you could bring it here, but what if you can’t bring it here, what if you forget it, or what if you just totally didn’t think of it.  Just more books with more pictures, would be really nice.  Especially pictures that pertain to the assignments.

Maybe indicate on them which ones are copyright free too.

An suggestion in addition to the library that you’re putting down there, because we keep talking about not enough computers, maybe in the library area maybe have something to sit it too so the lab doesn’t get super cluttered if there’s not a place for people to start working.  They could at least sit down out there, get their stuff laid out and ready, and then when a computer is ready then come into the computer lab itself.  

25.  Students are confused about images.

During the labs, we were talking about .tiffs and .jpgs and stuff, I need a better explanation of what they are and why we need to do that. 

In addition to what they had mentioned yesterday, the .jpg and all those files, the pixels, I’m still confused on like the pixels and which pictures will turn out good, and downloading from the Internet.  I think that would be really helpful.

26.  Most students prefer to have the lab times set before they sign up for the class.

I liked how you let us figure out at the beginning of the semester when we were free to do it.

I wish that would have been told to us before the class.  I think it worked out that way, but I wish I would have been informed of that before the fact, so that I would have known that I could have taken a class that met during that time.

The same thing happened to me.

I think the lab should be scheduled and not to be arranged.  Then it would be in the time table.

Or just make it obvious that it will work around your schedules.  I just remember it being a hassle.

I thought that was really frustrating in the beginning of the year when we had to wait to come to class to find out when we have lab.  That to me was the dumbest thing.  There are so many people that have jobs, and I need to know the schedule.  It took longer than it should have.  I think it can be done when we sign up for classes.

If it does need to be arranged, I think having more slots would have solved more problems.  If we were all in one lab it wouldn’t have worked.  

You could have three sections of the class, that way then, you know that you can’t schedule work in there.  

Probably easier just having it chosen for you in advance.  

27.  Some students believed that completing a project with the 1-credit students (who didn’t have the technology training) was unfair.

I thought with our class mixed with the one-credit class that didn’t have the class, I thought it was really frustrating working with a student that didn’t have the knowledge of the programs.  I felt like there was a lot of pressure on us to make that stuff happen.  The work wasn’t very equally shared.

And yet they got the equal grade.  

I don’t think we should have been expected to that.

It seems like we were expected to show them how to use these programs.  

Maybe if they could have at least got copies of things we were learning.  It would have taken a little bit off our shoulders.  

I think personally, if the roles would have been defined a little more that would have helped.

Or if they could have had a night session that went through all the programs faster.  Maybe they should have a shortened version of the lab so they know how to do this.

Maybe it shouldn’t even be offered for 1-credit, if they really want to get the true meaning of the class and take it along.

We were familiar with the lab downstairs and the programs, but they (one-credit people) weren’t as familiar with it, so all of a sudden there was more people down there and they had a lot of questions.  

Our partner didn’t really do a lot.  We didn’t really invite him much, because he doesn’t need to do any of the computer stuff.  It’s not like he could really help us in any way.  He helped us with the design of it, and we did the rest of the work.  And he helped us write out what we were going to put.  If they’re going to help anymore, then they need the lab.

My partner had had some experience with the computers.  Although I didn’t feel like he wasn’t doing stuff, you did end up doing almost the entire project yourself.  And only because it was easier to do it that way, if I wanted to I could have taught him.  I don’t have time to do that, I’m going to do what’s the easiest and the quickest to get the grade I need to get.

Although I can relate to this from other projects.  It’s up to both people to agree on dividing up the work and making sure they’re doing their part.  It just means the two people have to work well together and agree to different aspects of the job.

28.  Students believe the interpretive technology training should be incorporated into future classes.

All yes

I feel totally empowered now to go off and really know how to look at exhibits and publications in a way that I never did before.  Even if I never create another one again, at least I know what to look for.  It’s a really valuable skill that I don’t think too many people have right now.

29.  The training could be offered as a separate class open to all natural resource majors.

I really like the idea of this as a separate class.

I think if you put it as a separate class you could go over like how to make brochures, posters, pamphlets, and handouts, and why these things are different.

I’m all for the separate class thing, but I think you need to anticipate getting lots of other people that want to take, who are not part of the major.

You can put a restriction like that on there (letting people outside of the major coming in).  There are limits on the number of computers.

I think having it as a separate class though, if I wasn’t an EE major, I would like to take this class, I think it would be great for anybody in any major in natural resources.  

The wildlife people have to do tons of PP presentations, they have to make brochures, they have to work with people to present PP presentations.  I know for them it would be highly valuable.  Lots of these skills could be easily adjusted for other majors.

Do people need design principles before they go at the computer programs?  I wonder if design principles should be its own little quick thing that you need to take before you get on a computer and start doing it.

It would be nice to have them as two separate classes for grading purposes and interest level.  But I think it was really nice to have them at the same time.  Because we would go through something in class, and then you would have to apply it right away.  Whereas breaking it up between semesters, I think everybody just kind of loses something.

30.  An open lab session could be offered to answer any questions students were having trouble with.

You could have weekend or evening open-hour help sessions.  That might be one way of dealing with people of different abilities and confidence.  

I was actually going to suggest a discussion time.  

31.  The interpretive lab training provided students with skills for evaluating publications.

It’s made me such more critical of other publications.  Now that I know how to do something and how much effort is required, when you see something that looks less than good, you know it could be done a lot better.  

32.  An instructor-led digital camera training would be very helpful.

I would have liked more with scanners and cameras and stuff.  Especially with digital cameras.  Just explaining what some of the different options are if we are looking for a digital camera.

I think that’s especially important because they’re changing too.  Some additional digital camera stuff might be really helpful.
33.  Students feel that one hour-and-half session per week was an appropriate timeframe for the training.

I think one session is good, because getting up here is difficult for people that don’t have a car.  I wouldn’t do more than that, because it would just be so much worse.

I think that the time was appropriate, the amount of lab time (1.5 hours).  If we had any more it would have been too overwhelming.  The amount of information that was included was about right.

I think it’s just about right, because going through to learn hands-on, you need some time and people learn at different rates.  Some people might grasp on quicker, so they can work ahead, whereas other people that need to go through every step can go at their rate.

I thought that 1.5 hours was good time, but it was sort of frustrating having people on a totally different level than you.  

I think that the 1.5 hour was appropriate, but I don’t like computers.  

34.  Students would like to see less emphasis placed on older page layout techniques and printing methods in the NR 363/364 lecture.

I know they didn’t go all that much in-depth about the layout and how it used to be done and stuff, but I thought that was extremely boring to read through.  We’re probably not going to have to do that much, and since we’re learning the technology, I thought it was really kind of a waste of our time.

And the printing part too.  

I think it’s important to know how things get printed.  If we are really going to be immersed completely into the process which the class is, so I think it’s important so we at least know something about it, so we don’t come out of a publications class and have no idea how the whole process goes, but I don’t think they need to elaborate that much for sure.

I don’t think it was explained at all, we just had to read it.  If they had explained it, that might be cool.  It doesn’t make sense to me.

35.  A few students felt frustrated by the different learning abilities.

I thought that 1.5 hours was good time, but it was sort of frustrating having people on a totally different level than you.  The time limit was good, but a possibility for dividing the lab up, based on the surveys, different lab groups (based on different levels).

And then the other thing, the first lab was to get people on the same page, but I was extremely frustrated during that lab (the computer stuff).  I’m not a really patient person.  

I kind of felt that way too.

I think when you have people with all different levels, some of that stuff was new information.

It’s understandable why we had to do it, but maybe divide the labs up among levels.  

36.  Assignments and projects should focus on integrating various software programs together.

I think what would have been more helpful is to maybe give us a couple of more projects that integrate the different programs.  You can’t do everything in one program, and integrating them you can do a lot more.  That’s when you can really get different and really good looking products.

I would agree with the need to integrate some of the programs.

37.  Scheduling student use in the lab should be considered to reduce conflict.

The only thing that bothered me besides having to come to Schmeeckle all the time, is when I would come to Schmeeckle outside of the actual lab, and there were a lot of people working.  I guess maybe there aren’t enough computers, or something has to be done with scheduling (also 5).

If you could do some sort of scheduling.  So maybe people have to sign up for a slot, but it would ensure that they have a computer and time to work.
38.  The tutorials were not as specific as the PowerPoint tutorials, which made them more difficult to follow.

Although I do have one complaint.  A couple of these guides were hard to follow because they weren’t as specific as the ones last semester.  Even if you had us go through these and write what you don’t like and write what you want me to put in.  

39.  The majority of students believed the interpretive technology lab should be graded, but they had mixed opinions on the weight of the grading.

I don’t necessarily think it needed to be graded.  Everyone did their assignments.  You went through it with us, and you showed us how to change it.  It’s a learning experience so it shouldn’t be graded.  If you do have to have it as a graded thing, I think it should only be 10%

I think it should be graded but I do think it should be minimal.  If it’s not graded, some students won’t do it, and that’s the only way that you’ll make them do the work and learn it.

I also think it should be graded, because there really wasn’t incentive to do it.  If I’m going to put time into something, I know that I put more time into things that you are graded on.  And I think that our grades for 363 and 364 are based on very little.  By having grades on other things, will make people feel they have a better chance of succeeding in the class.  10-15%

I think these should be graded as well, because people are more likely to do it.  It would make a little more of a cushion.  If you did bad on a test and you just had two other projects to make up for it, it might be a little more difficult.

More on yes they did it, yes they put effort into it, rather than this one is exceptional and this one poorly done.

Doing that when you are checking the assignments so they can see what the mistakes are but not necessarily get downgraded on it.
40.  Other suggestions for teaching or skills to learn

Taking the survey thing of finding out where your class is at is highly important, to find out what levels you’re working with here.  

Along with that a list of where we can get copyright-free stuff.

More with the fading of the pictures and the colors.

I really wanted to learn how to do the text box and watermarking photos, and different things like that.  I tried to watermark the photos so that they were still colored but faded, just to make my text show up, and I couldn’t even figure out how to do that.

It would have been nice to have the computers networked, because I  know we did a lot of e-mailing of people’s projects.  The project was on the hard drive, it wasn’t on a disk or anything.  We had to e-mail it to another computer.

I would have liked to have learned more of the Adobe programs, even of just Photoshop, because they’re on Macs and they’re on PCs.  Depending on where you’re working, they may be on Macs, at least you know that program.  

Un-coded Responses from Group #1

It depends on who is available at other times too.

But they didn’t have the sheets, so maybe if you e-mailed us the instruction or the hint sheets.

If people found they didn’t have time to do the first part then they would come.  You would have to be strict enough to say that we are moving on the second hour.

It would be kind of nice if you had questions like on the PowerPoint.  How did you find this or that?  What did you didn’t like about this.  Like how you had those questions at the end, and then you sent it through e-mail.  I think that was a good review and at the same time you have a response right away with what you didn’t understand.  

The way the classes are set up, I didn’t know what class I was in.  There obviously wasn’t a very good separation.

There is a publications class, NR 320.  I know most other majors have to take that class.  

I don’t feel like we have to take that class outside of this class.

The accessibility of the lab in this building isn’t accessible for everybody… like physically is what I’m thinking.  Explained that is accessible.

Un-coded Responses from Group #2

I also liked during lab we would learn one thing at a time, and then we had a week to practice that and get to know what we were working with.

But that’s also one of our assignments for one of the classes (Verify not necessarily)
