Oregon Professional Environmental Educator 

Certification Program 

Vision, Purpose, Goals (Draft) 

Vision 

To advance the environmental education profession in Oregon by establishing the 

guidelines for excellence through the creation and implementation of standards 

for effective professional environmental educators. 

Purpose 

The purpose of Oregon’s professional environmental educator certification 

program is to create and sustain a pool of people who are competent in fostering 

environmentally literate citizens. 

Goals 

The goals of Oregon’s professional environmental educator certification program 

are to: 

  provide a sustainable education program that improves competency and 

  effectiveness of environmental educators; 

  create incentives for environmental educators to continue their professional 

  development and excel in the field of environmental education; 

  enhance opportunities for growth and serve as support for professionals in the 

  field; 

  attract new environmental educators to the profession; 

  provide a standard that identifies professionals who have demonstrated a 

  thorough knowledge of environmental education principles, practices and 

  skills; 

  align environmental education practices in Oregon with national standards; and 

  support Oregon’s Department of Education initiative to train formal educators 

  in natural resource education.
