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Program Overview

What is certification?

The Utah Environmental Education Certification Program establishes high standards for the professional qualifications of environmental educators in Utah. A diverse team of experienced environmental educators from across the state worked with representatives from a variety of national organizations to set specific standards of knowledge, skills, and experience that highly qualified environmental educators in Utah should be able to demonstrate.

These standards better define the environmental education (EE) profession within the state of Utah, and meeting these requirements helps foster the professional development of EE providers as individuals and as a professional community.   
This certification process is designed for those who have some experience in the field.  To begin the certification program, educators must meet certain minimum requirements. Once admitted, each candidate works with a certified mentor to demonstrate that he or she has the experience, knowledge, and skills required for certification. Candidates for certification must also understand and agree to uphold high ethical standards in the practice of EE.
Why get certified?

Certification has a variety of benefits for individuals, organizations, and the field of EE. Individual educators often find that the certification process serves as an important step in their professional development. In meeting high standards of the program, candidates more fully master both the theory and practice of EE, making them more effective as professionals. Perhaps equally important is the statewide network of professional environmental educators that the program fosters. 
Many organizations report that they find the certification program helpful in identifying qualified environmental educators. Though certification does not guarantee the competence of individuals in addressing specific environmental topics, certification does attest that environmental educators have met minimum standards regarding comprehension and experience within the field of EE.

Certification programs like this one also provide an important benefit to the field of EE. Because the program helps define the knowledge, skills, and ethical standards required to effectively practice EE, certification helps ensure the credibility of EE. 

How do I get certified?
There are several steps involved in getting certified including:

· Applying to enter the program 

· Working with your mentor to develop your portfolio 

· Submitting your final application
These three steps will be described in the pages that follow.  

Applying to enter the program

1. Review your application packet which includes: 

a) Environmental Education History Template

b) Self Assessment Form  

2. Review the Utah Guidelines for Environmental Educators on the USEE website (http://www.usee.org/capacity/guidelines.html) and the enclosed Self Assessment Form. These documents describe the specific knowledge and skills a certified environmental educator should possess. 

3. Complete the self-assessment form, which helps you gauge both your readiness to enter the program, and your strengths and weaknesses as an environmental educator. It contains a scoring rubric that will not only help you know whether you are ready to enter the program, but help us to find the best mentor for you in the case that you are accepted into the program.  In the case that you are not accepted into the program, your self-assessment form will allow us to suggest appropriate ways that you might obtain the experience and/or education that you are missing.

4. Use the Environmental Education History Template to list your experience in the field of EE. Please include only experiences that are closely related to EE such as those jobs, volunteer positions, presentations, courses, or other experiences that have given you significant experience in the theory and practice of EE.

5. Finally, complete the Program Admission Form and send it in with your Environmental Education History, Self-Assessment Form, and a $25 application fee (if you are a member of USEE, the application fee will be waived) to:

Utah Society for Environmental Education (USEE)

350 South 400 East, Suite G4

Salt Lake City, UT  84111

The deadlines for submitting applications are April 15th and June 15th.  You will receive admission notification within two weeks of your submission.
Working with your mentor to develop your portfolio

Following admission into the program USEE will send you an application handbook and assigned you a mentor who will guide you through the certification process. 

Working with your mentor, you will be expected to complete a portfolio that shows your competency in all areas of the certification.  You may include narratives, transcripts, lesson plans, papers, or other supporting documents. The Application Handbook will provide more information on how to work with your mentor to complete your portfolio. 

You and your mentor will decide how long it will take to complete the certification process. Remember that the deadline to submit the final application packet, which includes your portfolio, is September 1st. Some people may take only a few weeks to complete the process, while others may need several months.  If you cannot complete the process by September 1st of the year you enter the program, your application can be extended for 6 months upon written request.  
Submitting your final application

Your final application packet includes the following:

· A completed application form

· Your portfolio 

· Signed mentor endorsement form

· Three professional references that address the five certification themes within the certification rubrics.

· Two signed copies of the Utah Environmental Education Code of Ethics and Standards for Professional Conduct

· Certification fee of $125 (fee is waived for USEE members in 2005) 

Details about each of these requirements and blank forms are found in the Application Handbook. 

Certification Calendar:

Program Admission Packet Deadline 1…………………………..………..April 15         

Response to March Admission Packet………..……..……………………...May 1


Program Admission Packet Deadline 2……………………….……………June 15


Response to June Admission Packet…………………………………………July 1

Certification Application Packet/ Portfolio Deadline…………………September 1

Extension Request deadline…………………………………………...September 1

Certification Announcement……………………………USEE Annual Conference
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