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School forests are incredible education resources.  However, often, they are not utilized to their full potential.  A variety of reasons exist as to why this is true.  One reason is that teachers, administrators, and the community have not determined how the school forest fits into the district’s curriculum and how it can be used to enhance student learning.  The school forest education plan is the tool to make these connections.

This document was developed from an established, approved outline for school forest education plans.  The majority of the components of the outline are required to be completed to have an official education plan.  However, a few components are just recommendations.  These are marked with an asterisk (*).

If you have any questions about school forest education plans, please contact the Wisconsin School Forest Education Specialist with the LEAF program at:  715-346-4907 or leaf@uwsp.edu.

This example plan was based heavily upon the Portage Community School Forest Education Plan developed by Victoria Dahlby, lead teacher at River Crossing Charter School in the Portage Community School District.
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Rationale


Value statement

The school forest is an exceptional education facility that provides the opportunity to enhance and expand student and teacher learning.  Tying curricular content areas together through environmental education is an effective method to increase student achievement as well as create environmentally literate students. One of the methods to help students become environmentally literate is through action experiences in the classroom and weekly experiences in the field. A study completed by Culen and Volk (2000) determined that teaching environmental awareness and knowledge is not enough to produce the goals of environmentally responsible behavior. They provided concrete data that teaching action skills not only helps bring out environmentally responsible behavior, but also strengthens the awareness and knowledge of environmental issues. Additionally, Sivek (2002) completed a study analyzing environmental sensitivity among Wisconsin high school students. Sivek states that environmental sensitivity is a pre-cursor to environmental literacy. The majority of high school students cited that time spent outdoors was the most important influence among those that develop environmental sensitivity.
Target messages

1. Humans are part of the natural world.

2. We rely on our environmental for resources, recreation, and inspiration.
3. The natural world has inherent value.

4. We have an obligation to be good environmental stewards for the current and future health of the land and of humans.  

Needs assessment results

In initial conversations with teachers and administrators in the district, the following results were drawn:

Interest:

River Crossing Charter School uses the school forest as an essential part of their curriculum. There has been interest expressed among a few elementary teachers in the district to use the school forest. Junior high teachers and the high school agriculture teacher have expressed interest in the school forest as an outdoor classroom. Because of curriculum restraints, scheduling and transportation issues, high school science teachers do not wish to utilize the school forest. 

Barriers:

· Many Portage School District staff are not aware of the ownership of a school forest or location of the school forest.

· Transportation inhibits teachers from utilizing the site, because the school forest is located 6 miles from campus.
· The school forest is not equipped with a shelter or bathroom facilities. 

· The school forest does not have established trails. 

Knowledge Base and Comfort Level of Teachers

· Teachers do not feel comfortable taking kids outdoors.

· Teachers do not feel comfortable teaching about the outdoors. 

Portage students have the educational advantage of a school forest, however, very few have had the opportunity to utilize this magnificent resource.  The district does not have a high quality interdisciplinary Environmental Education (EE) curriculum or “hands-on” learning experiences that would embrace this local resource. Therefore, students do not meet the goals of EE (awareness, knowledge, attitudes/environmental ethic, citizen action skills, and citizen action experience).  The district also does not address WI Model Academic Standards for EE. 

Portage teachers lack the training, resources, guidance, and information to implement a relevant, complementary, and interdisciplinary EE curriculum that integrates forestry-specific content and is aligned with the WI Model Academic Standards for EE. They also need to develop the tools and skills necessary to deliver a true hands-on, inquiry-based approach to extending the classroom to the school forest site. 

Community members are in need of opportunities to increase their environmental awareness, knowledge, concern about environmental issues, and participation in their child’s education.

Site Description and Opportunities



Site description & location 

Overview:

The district purchased the 34-acre school forest site in 1983. The land typifies an oak-knoll seep wetland upland complex with elevation changes of approximately 40 feet.  The property has several different natural habitat types, including a mature hardwood forest, shallow emergent marsh, wet meadow, and wet mesic and upland dry mesic prairie. The site is degraded by invasive species that block the growth of native plants such as wild lupine and wet meadow plants. There is also a nationally known prairie and wetland complex, called Walker’s Marsh, located adjacent to the property that is currently being restored by the RCCS students.

The Portage School Forest is comprised of two parcels of land totaling 40 acres located in Fort Winnebago township, approximately six miles from campus. The main parcel of land is 34 acres. There are three developed trails in the school forest including one handicapped accessible trail and floating boardwalk. Nearby sites include Walker’s Marsh and French’s Creek Wildlife Area. 

Legal Description:

Portage School Forest Number 2: 34 acres
Sec. 13, T13N, R9E, W 34 A of NW ¼ of SW ¼ V278-393 R77-574
Portage School Forest Number 1: 6 acres
Sec. 13, T13N, R9E, N 6 A of NE ¼ of SW ¼ R77-574

Directions:

Option 1: Head north out of town on Hwy 51. Turn right at CX and follow CX north to Currie Road. Turn right on Currie Road. Turn right on Clark Road. Follow Clark Road to Wilcox and turn left. The school forest is located on Wilcox and Monthey Roads. 

Option 2: Take Hwy 33 East out of town. Turn left on Cty Trunk EE. Follow EE to Wilcox. Turn left. The school forest is located on Wilcox and Monthey Roads. 

Facilities:

There is a parking lot/bus turn around on the property along Wilcox road. There are three trails developed on the school forest property. One trail is handicapped accessible with two boardwalks, one off of the parking lot to the trail and one extending out into the wetland. 

Restrooms and shelters are not available. 

Site History*

Natural History: 
This area of Columbia County was covered during the last of the glaciations. The land typifies an oak-knoll seep wetland upland complex with elevation changes of approximately 40 feet and several different natural habitat types, including a mature hardwood forest, shallow emergent marsh, wet meadow, and wet mesic and upland dry mesic prairie. The site is degraded by invasive species that block the growth of native plants such as wild lupine and wet meadow plants.

Cultural History: 

The school district acquired this property in 1983. Prior to school district ownership, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources owned the property, set aside for school use. Site analysis indicates that the land was previously farmed and grazed; however, land ownership history has not been established past the aforementioned.
Site management*
Key Goals:

1. Provide a diverse and accessible site for educational use.

2. Provide a diverse and accessible site for school and community recreation.

3. Manage the land to maintain intact ecosystems (wetland, oak woodlot, pine plantation, and oak savannah).

4. Manage land to maximize learning opportunities. 

Objectives:

River Crossing Charter School began a restoration process in 2003. After researching the site the seventh and eighth grade students took charge of restoring the land. Students devised plans to bring back ecological integrity to the site and executed those plans. Students built trails, designed educational signage, and developed field guides for the site. Students took ownership in the land and gained a sense of accomplishment and satisfaction from the work they had completed. 

The objectives for site management in relation to the educational plan are to: 

1. Involve students of all ages in the management of the site

2. Continue to develop in students a sense of ownership and accomplishment through involvement in management
3. Manage the site to reach key goals as stated above

Educational Connections


Key Concepts




Site connections
	1. Sustainable natural resources management aims to provide essential resources for humans, enhance local communities, and protect the health of the land.
	· Forest management methods
· Prairie management methods

· Forest products
· Forest regeneration
· Forest measurements
· Plant growth
· Management plan development

· Exotic species impact and control

· Watershed analysis

· Mapping

	2. The natural world can provide opportunities to enhance our physical and emotional health.
	· Trail hiking

· Navigation skills
· Observation with a variety of senses

	3. The natural world can provide inspiration and creativity.
	· Observation with a variety of senses
· Nature-based art

· Mapping

	4. Diversity of species and ecosystems are important factors of land health.  
	· Plant identification and classification
· Wildlife identification and research

· Habitat surveys and classification
· Plant and animal life-cycles

· Diversity calculations and comparisons

	5. Ecosystems change through time because of disturbance and succession.
	· Forest, prairie, and wetland succession
· Forest and prairie disturbance

· Land use history

	6. Ecosystems contain both living (biotic) and abiotic (non-living) components.
	· Soil analysis
· Glacial geology

· Watershed analysis

· Wetland delineation and survey

· Prairie surveys

· Forest surveys

· Plant and wildlife identification

· Water and nutrient cycles

· Land use history

· Water quality analysis

· Weather and climate measurements

· Food web analysis

	7. We need to play an integral role in protecting and restoring the health of ecosystems.
	· Ecological restoration – prairie, forest
· Mapping

· Education material/program development

· Exotic species eradication

· Management plan development
· Watershed analysis

	8. Human and environmental health are related.
	· Water quality analysis
· Air quality monitoring

· Trail hiking


Classroom curriculum connections

(This is not an extensive list.  Selected grade levels, with a few subject areas each, are provided as examples.  Plans should cover all grade levels that are expected to utilize the school forest.)
Kindergarten
Subject


Activity

   


      
         Season    Key Concept
	Math
	Sort leaves by shape
	Fall


	4

	
	Measure leaves with non-standard tools
	Fall


	4

	
	Classify trees into evergreen and deciduous categories
	Spring


	4

	Physical education
	Hike on established trails
	Fall
	2

	Science
	Use a variety of senses to make observations in the forest
	Fall
	2, 3, 4, 5, 6

	
	Describe dampness in the soils in the forest, prairie, and wetland
	Spring
	6

	
	Describe the texture of different soils
	Spring
	6

	Social Studies
	Draw a basic map of the prairie and include the road, parking lot, and trail
	Spring
	1, 3, 7


Sixth Grade

Subject


Activity




     
      Season     Key Concept

	Language Arts
	Report on the life cycle of a wildlife species in the school forest
	Fall
	4, 6

	
	Use field guides to identify 10 different trees and 10 different flowers
	Spring
	4, 6

	Math
	Measure and map the prairie to determine perimeter and area
	Fall
	1, 3, 7

	
	Measure and graph the diameter and circumference of trees in harvested versus un-harvested areas of the forest
	Fall
	1, 4, 5

	
	Conduct plant studies of the number of tree seedlings in the forest using sampling techniques
	Spring
	1, 4

	
	Measure the leaves of one tree using English and metric measurements to calculate the average length
	Spring
	4, 6

	Science
	Investigate and describe the flow of energy in the prairie through a food web
	Fall
	6

	
	Keep a journal (writing, drawing, photography) of the prairie at 3 times during the year to identify changes
	Fall, winter, spring
	3, 5

	
	Identify 10 trees, 10 non-tree plants, and 10 animals found at the school forest
	Fall, winter, spring
	3, 4, 6

	
	Report on the structure and life cycle of a tree in the school forest
	Winter
	4

	
	Learn taxonomic classification of the animals found at the school forest
	Spring
	4

	
	Calculate the diversity of plants in the prairie versus the forest using sampling techniques
	Spring
	1, 4, 6

	
	Develop a solution to remove invasive species from the prairie based on scientific information
	Spring
	1, 7

	Social Studies
	Navigate a course using a compass
	Fall
	2

	
	Complete a hike of the school forest using a map
	Fall
	2, 3

	
	Create a map of the school forest including different habitat types, trails, roads, and parking lot
	Spring
	1, 4, 6, 7

	
	Research the land use history of the school forest by interpreting the landscape, interviewing community members, and doing title searches
	Spring
	5, 6

	
	Propose a plan to control invasive species in the prairie
	Spring
	1, 4, 5, 7

	
	Participate in ecological restoration of the prairie
	Spring 
	1, 4, 5, 7


Tenth Grade

Subject


Activity




      
      Season       Key Concept

	Language Arts
	Use field guides to identify 10 plants and animals
	Fall
	4, 6

	
	Develop materials (interpretive signs, trail guides, etc.)  to educate others about the school forest
	Spring
	1 - 8

	Math
	Conduct plot studies of plant diversity in the wetland and forest and graph the results
	Fall
	4, 6

	
	Measure the wetland using perimeter, area, and volume
	Fall
	6, 7

	
	Measure trees in the forest and pine plantation using diameter, circumference, and height to calculate volume
	Fall
	1

	Science
	Identify the diversity of the animals in the school forest by tracking and live trapping
	Fall, Winter
	4

	
	Taxonomically classify non-woody plants at the school forest
	Fall
	4

	
	Examine how light, or lack of light, affects plant life and growth by comparing tree regeneration in thinned versus un-thinned areas of the forest
	Fall
	1

	
	Study the impact of exotic species have on plant diversity by measuring and analyzing diversity in forested areas with and without exotic species
	Spring
	1, 4

	
	Physically and chemically analyze soils in different habitat types
	Spring
	4, 6

	
	Study the geologic history of the area – focusing on the features/topography of the school forest
	Spring
	6

	
	Analyze the water chemistry and biological conditions of the wetland to determine its health
	Spring
	4, 6, 8

	
	Measure and compare water, air, and soil temperature in the different habitat types
	Spring
	6

	
	Map the school forest watershed to determine it’s role in the hydrologic cycle and describe how the amount of water along with soil types determines the different habitat types
	Spring
	1, 4, 6, 8

	Social Studies
	Research and report on global uses of forest products that are/can be produced at the school forest by following a product from harvest to consumption
	Spring
	1

	
	Participate in ecological restoration work
	Spring
	7, 8

	
	Develop a management plan for the school forest that provides ecological, social, and economic benefits
	Spring
	1, 7, 8

	Agriculture Education
	Identify management options for the pine plantation and hardwood forest to improve wildlife habitat
	Fall
	1, 4

	
	Measure trees to calculate the volume of wood
	Winter
	1

	
	Classify trees into hardwood and softwood species
	Winter
	1, 4

	
	Research and report on global uses of forest products that are/can be produced at the school forest by following a product from harvest to consumption
	Spring
	1


Alignment with district benchmarks and state standards
(this is not an extensive list, just a couple of grade levels are provided as examples)
Kindergarten

Math

C.4.1

Describe two-and three-dimensional figures by:

· Comparing, sorting, and classifying them

D.4.1
Demonstrate understanding of basic facts, principles, and techniques of measurement, including

· Appropriate use of arbitrary and standard units

Physical Education

B.4.2
Adapt a physical skill to the demand of a dynamic, unpredictable environment such as balancing with control on a variety of objects

D.4.1
Experience the opportunity for enjoyment while participating in a physical activity

F.4.1
Follow activity-specific rules, procedures, and etiquette with little or no reinforcement
F.4.2
Utilize safety principles in activity situations
Science

D.4.1
Understand that objects are made of more than one substance, by observing, describing, and measuring the properties of earth materials, including properties of size, weight, color, temperature, and the ability to react with other substance
Grade 6

Environmental Education

B.8.3

Explain the importance of biodiversity

B.8.8

Explain interactions among organisms or populations or organisms
C.8.2
Use environmental monitoring techniques; such as observation, chemical analysis, and computer mapping software to collect data about environmental problems

D.8.5
Explain how personal actions can impact an environmental issue

D.8.6
Develop a plan for improving or maintaining some part of the local environment and identify their role in accomplishing this plan
Language Arts
A.8.4

Read to acquire information

· Interpret and use technical resources such as charts, tables, travel schedules, timelines, and manuals

F.8.1
Conduct research and inquiry on self-selected or assigned topics, issues, or problems and use and appropriate form to communicate finding

· Use multiple sources to identify and locate information pertinent to research

· Compile, organize, and evaluate information, taking notes that record and summarize what has been learned and extending the investigation to other sources

· Produce an organized written and oral report that presents and reflects on finding, draws sound conclusions, adheres to the conventions for preparing a manuscript, and gives proper credit to sources
Math

D.8.1
Identify and describe attributes in situations where they are not directly or easily measurable

D.8.3
Determine measurement directly using standard units with these suggested degrees of accuracy

· Lengths to nearest mm or 1/16 of an inch

E.8.1

Work with data in the context of real-world situations by

· Formulating questions that lead to data collection and analysis

· Designing and conducting statistical investigation

E.8.2

Organize and display data from statistical investigations using

· Appropriate tables, graphs, and/or charts
Science

C.8.1
Identify questions they can investigate using resources and equipment they have available

C.8.3
Design and safely conduct investigations that provide reliable quantitative or qualitative data, as appropriate, to answer their questions

F.8.1
Understand the structure and function of cells, organs, tissues, organ systems, and whole organisms

H.8.2
Present a scientific solution to a problem involving the earth and space, life and environmental, or physical sciences and participate in a consensus-building discussion to arrive at a group decision
Social Studies
A.8.4
Conduct a historical study to analyze the use of the local environment in a Wisconsin community and to explain the effect of this use on the environment

D.8.12
Describe how personal decisions can have a global impact on issues such as trade agreements, recycling, and conserving the environment
High School
Agriculture Education
A.12.1
Identify how political policies and issues shape and influence food and fiber systems
· Analyze environmental issues that influence the food and fiber systems in the Wisconsin, the nation, and the world

A.9-12.3
Participate actively in community service

D.12.1
Describe the global utilization of Wisconsin’s food, fiber, and ornamental plan products

· Identify global distribution patterns of food, fiber, and ornamental plan products produced in Wisconsin 
E.12.2

Analyze benefits, costs, and consequences of land use
· Explain, design, and demonstrate projects that can improve wildlife habitat

Language Arts

E.12.1

Use computers to acquire, organize, analyze, and communicate information

· Design, format, and produce attractive word-processed documents for various purposes

· Integrate graphics appropriately into reports, newsletters, and other documents

E.12.3

Create media products appropriate to audience and purpose

· Develop various media products to inform or entertain others in the school or the community

F.12.1
Conduct research and inquiry on self-selected or assigned topics, issues, or problems and use and appropriate form to communicate finding

· Use research tools found in school and college libraries, take notes, collect and classify sources, and develop strategies for finding and recording information
· Conduct interviews, taking notes or recording and transcribing oral information than summarizing the results

· Present findings in oral and written reports, correctly citing sources

Math

D.12.3

Determine measurements indirectly, using

· Geometric formulas to derive lengths, areas, or volumes of shapes and objects
E.12.1

Work with data in the context of real-world situations by

· Designing a data collection plan that considers random sampling, control groups, the role of assumptions

· Conducting an investigation based on that plan

· Using technology to generate displays, summary statistics, and presentations
Science

C.12.3
Evaluate the data collected during an investigation, critique the data-collection procedures and results, and suggest ways to make any needed improvements

E.12.2
Analyze the geochemical and physical cycles of the earth and use them to describe movements of matter

F.12.7
Investigate how organisms both cooperate and compete in ecosystems

F.12.8
Using the science themes, infer changes in ecosystems prompted by the introduction of new species, environmental conditions, chemicals, and air, water, or earth pollution
H.12.5
Investigate how current plans or proposals concerning resource management, scientific knowledge, or technological development will have an impact on the environment, ecology, and quality of life in a community or region 
Social Studies

A.12.7
Collect relevant data to analyze the distribution of products among global markets and the movement of people among regions of the world

Staff development
Once a curriculum scope and sequence is developed and adopted by the district, the district will hold in-service training for teachers to become more familiar with the school forest site and curriculum.  The topics to be covered during the in-services include:
· Wetland, oak savannah, and prairie ecology and management

· Outdoor education methods

· School forest activities

· Environmental education in the classroom

· Environmental education curriculum including LEAF, PLT, WET, WILD

These in-services will be offered primarily at the school forest, although some may be offered in district buildings if appropriate.

Teachers will also be encouraged to take advantage of other environmental education curriculum offerings provided by other organizations including:

· Nature Mapping – Beaver Creek Reserve and DNR

· Earth Partnership for Schools – UW-Madison Arboretum

Professional development will be approached in a collaborative manner to work with resource managers, organizations, and knowledgeable individuals to offer in-services/workshops.

Resources

Available
People:

School forest committee members
LEAF Program
UW-Stevens Point
DNR resource specialist

Wisconsin Waterfowl Association

Mackenzie Environmental Center

Materials: 
General 

Maps of school forest 

Safety 

First aid kits

Recording 

Digital camera

Basic Exploring 

Magnifying lenses (30)
100’ measuring tapes (5)
Stopwatches (15)
ID books and field guides (10 each of flowers, trees, birds)
Forestry Measurement 

Diameter tapes (5)
Increment borer (1)
Ingle gauges (5)
Clinometers (5)
Tree keys (30)
Rulers (30)
Timber Management 

Tree marking paint

Flagging tape

Pole saws (3)
Bow saws (5)
Pruners (5)
Loppers (5)
Plant Studies 

Plant presses (10)
Herbarium specimens

Flower keys (30)
Wildlife Management 

Binoculars (15)
Spotting scope (1)
Recreation 

Raincoats/ponchos (15)
Snowshoes (20 sets)
Compasses (30)
Topographic maps (5)
Curriculum guides

LEAF lesson guides (1 of each unit)
PLT activity guide (1)
Multimedia Resources 

Slide sets (trees of SF, flowers of SF)
Videos (Forest Story, Beavers, Fish, White-tail deer, Weather)
CD-ROM programs (Forests Forever)
Facilities:

Parking lot
Needed:

People:
Parent volunteers as chaperons

Community volunteers for trail work

Community volunteers for exotics control

K-12 teacher involvement

Materials 
General 

School forest user’s guide/teacher’s guide

Clipboards or drawing boards (30)

Paper bags

Ziplock bags

Plastic containers

Safety 

Disposable examining gloves

Weather radio

Flashlights and extra batteries

Candles and matches

Blankets

Cell phone
Recording 

Video camera

35mm camera

Tape recorder

Basic Exploring 

Bug boxes (15)

Insect nets (15)

Stereomicroscopes (15)

Pails and other containers

Funnels (15)

Ice cube trays for sorting specimens (30)

Garden tools (10 each of trowels, forks) 


Forestry Measurement 

Tree cookies (30)

Wood samples (2 sets)

Board foot samples (15)

Biltmore sticks (30)

Prisms (5)

Fire Management 

Fire rakes (5)

Shovels (10)

Backpack water cans (5)

Aquatic Studies 

Pond nets (15)

Minnow traps (5)

Pails (15)

Dishpans (15)

Petri dishes (50)

Spoons (50)

Forceps (15)

Microscopes (15)

Biotic index charts (30)

Water quality test kits (2 each of O2, N)

Thermometers (15)

pH paper/pH test kits (10)

Secchi disks (2)

Waders/rubber boots (30)

Groundwater models (1)

Watershed model (1)
Wildlife Management 

Echolocator (1)

Radio telemetry equipment (1 set)

Skulls

Study skins

Mounted specimens

Animal tracks and molds

Plaster of Paris

Nests and hives

Artificial nest boxes

Dissection kits (15)

Small mammal box traps (5)

Geology/Soils 

Soil samples

Soil test kits (5)

Soil sieves (5 sets)

Soil thermometers (15)

Soil color charts (15)

Trowels (15)

Safety goggles (30)

Reference specimens


Weather Studies 

Weather station (1)

Thermometers (15)

Heat index charts (15)

Sling psychrometers (5)

Rain gauge (1)

Cloud charts (15)

Wind scale charts (15)

Wind chill charts (15)

Barometers (1)

Anemometers (1)

Light meters (5)

Air quality kits (1 each of CO2, SO2, NOx, ozone, radon)
Recreation 

Archery equipment (set of 15)

Fishing rods and reels (30)
Curriculum guides

WET (1)
Aquatic Wild (1)

Wild (1)

Facilities:

Restrooms

Education shelter

Trail benches

Education stations

Trail signs

Trail kiosk

Assessment

The on-going success of the school forest program will be assessed in a variety of ways, including:
· Annual surveys of teachers to determine student usage and perceived value of the school forest education experiences

· Student surveys of environmental knowledge (one class/year) 

Sustaining the School Forest Program



School forest committees

Management Team

1. Jeff Nania, Wis. Waterfowl Assoc.
608.697.7003
h2ofowl@powercom.net

2. Victoria Dahlby, River Crossing Charter School
608.742.3764
dahlbyv@portage.k12.wi.us

3. Jim Bernett, Forester
Wisconsin DNR
bernej@dnr.state.wi.us

4. Jeremy Solin, School Forest Coordinator
LEAF / UW-SP
jsolin@uwsp.edu

5. Matt Ruwaldt, 
Wisconsin Waterfowl Assocation
608.516.2441

6. Kurt Calkins, Columbia County Land and Water Conservation
kurt.calkins@co.columbia.wi.us

7. Joel Laguna, USDA
joel.laguna@wi.usda.gov

8. Chris Welch, Clark Forestry
rcwelch@clarkforestry.com

9. Brock Reeson, Student, River Crossing/Portage High School
reesonb@portage.k12.wi.us

10. Brittany Roberts, Student
River Crossing/Portage High School
robertsb@portage.k12.wi.us


Education Team

1. Jeff Nania, Wis. Waterfowl Assoc.
2. Victoria Dahlby, River Crossing Charter School
3. Tim Peterson, Director of Instruction, Portage Community Schools
petersont@portage.k12.wi.us

4. Deb Wearne-Neurohr, 8th grade Teacher, Portage Jr. High School

5. Mary Roberts, 4th grade Teacher, Rusch Elem. School
robertsm@portage.k12.wi.us

6. Brad Gefvert, Agriculture Education, Portage HS
gefvertb@portage.k12.wi.us

7. Peter Grimm, 7th grade Teacher, Portage Jr High School
grimmp@portage.k12.wi.us

8. Norm Hurd, Health Education, Portage HS
hurdn@portage.k12.wi.us


Community Outreach Team:

1. Jeff Nania, Wis. Waterfowl Assoc.
2. Victoria Dahlby, River Crossing Charter School

3. Tim Peterson, Portage Community Schools

4. Deb Wearne-Neurohr, 
Portage Jr. High School

5. Mary Roberts, Rusch Elementary School

6. Brock Reeson
River Crossing/Portage High School

7. Brittany Roberts
River Crossing/Portage High School

8. River Crossing Charter School Students, river@portage.k12.wi.us

Management Team Responsibilities:

· Financial aspects of restoration

· Site development and maintenance, e.g., facilities, trails, educational materials

· District personnel structure, e.g., school forest coordinator, responsibilities for grounds 

· Annually review the management plan to ensure it’s being followed and is relevant

Education Team Responsibilities:

· Site development and maintenance, e.g., facilities, trails, educational materials

· Education plan & personnel review every 3 – 5 years 

Community Outreach Team Responsibilities:

· Threats to & opportunities for the school forest program 

· Incentives/support for on-going involvement/utilization of school forest

Communication

River Crossing Charter School will maintain a school forest website located at: 

http://www.portage.k12.wi.us/RiverCrossing/schoolforest.html
Here, River Crossing staff and students will post updates to the school forest, community activities, and photos of events at the school forest. 

The District, led by River Crossing, will host an annual school forest day for community members to learn about and participate in activities at the school forest..

Presentations about activities at the school forest will be made at least 2 times/year to the school board.

Information will be shared with the media for all “milestones” at the school forest including community involvement, teacher training, and restoration project completions.

The district will hold annual in-service training for teachers to become more familiar with the school forest site and curriculum. 

Long-range plan

In order to fulfill our vision for the use of the school forest, we have identified the following goals for the school forest committees:

1. Train teachers and assistants to feel comfortable teaching students about the environment outdoors.

2. Create a plan for transportation to and from the school forest.

3. Create a plan for permanent bathroom facilities at the school forest.

4. Develop a solid educational scope and sequence for students to maximize learning at the school forest.

5. Continue to manage the school forest to upkeep trails, control invasive species, and manage wildlife to optimize the diversity and health of the site.

Future Vision:

1. In every grade level, once per year, students will have the opportunity to visit the school forest for outdoor environmental education. 

2. The sixth grade camp-out will be reinstated utilizing the school forest.

3. Elementary schools will utilize the school forest for mini-course days.

4. Community events will be held at the school forest annually.

Implementation plan

Fall 2003

River Crossing staff and students assess the school forest

School Forest Committees form and begin to plan for management and education

Spring 2004

River Crossing students plan and build trails at school forest.

River Crossing students remove garlic mustard.

Summer 2004

River Crossing summer school students build handicapped accessible boardwalk from parking lot to wetland trail.
River Crossing students remove invasive sumac trees.

Fall 2004 


River Crossing students finish handicapped accessible trails


River Crossing students conduct a controlled burn / prairie restoration

Spring 2005


Community-wide Arbor Day celebration at school forest


In-service training offered to teachers

Summer 2005


In-service training offered to teachers

Fall 2005


Curriculum training for district teachers


School field trips to forest begin

District commitment*

In 2002, the Portage Community School Board made a commitment to the Portage School Forest through supporting and endorsing a Wisconsin Environmental Education Board School Forest Grant for $20,000, with a substantial match from the district.

The Portage School Forest Education Plan will be presented to the Portage School Board during the 2004-2005 school year for policy adoption. 
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