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The air is brisk and snow has arrived ɀ and opportunities outside abound! LEAF has many upcoming opportunities for 

learning.  If you find yourself itching to take the kids outside ɀ there are plenty of LEAF lessons waiting to be implemented.  Check out the LEAFlet for 
news, ideas, opportunities, and connections! 
 

Inside this LEAFlet you'll find: 

¶ 2009 Wisconsin School Forest 
Awards 

¶ LEAF NEWS 

¶ School Forest News 

¶ Upcoming LEAF Courses/ 
Workshops 

¶ ,%!&ȭÓ 4ÒÅÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 9ÅÁÒ 

¶ Teacher and Student Opportunities 

¶ From the Center: WCEE 

¶ Interesting Opportunities for You 

¶ Online Resources    

 

 
 
  

 
 

On October 23rd, the LEAF Program recognized the following 

individuals for their exceptional commitment to Wisconsin school 
forests at the 2009 Wisconsin Association for Environmental 
Education (WAEE) conference, held in Eau Claire, Wisconsin: 

  
TEACHER: RUTH BAUER, Paul Brandt School Forest, Boscobel, WI 
Nominators: Nancy Sanger, Penny Bohringer, and Dr. Steve Smith 
Ruth is the driving force and leader in the planning and development of the Paul 
Brandt School Forest north of Boscobel. Ruth has been a champion for the 
environment long before ÔÈÅ ÐÕÓÈ ÔÏ ȰÂÅ ÇÒÅÅÎȱ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÎÔÒÁ ÏÆ ÔÏÄÁÙȢ 3ÈÅ 
works with multiple committees regarding the school forest, partners with outside 
agencies to bring resources to the district, leads teachers into the woods for 
enrichment exercises, and helps teachers develop curriculum and activities for field 
trips to the forest. Her vision and love of the land has made the Paul Brandt School Forest a truly remarkable place that has enriched the staff, 
children, and community of the Boscobel School District. 
  

TEACHER: KRISTI HAWK, Port Edwards School Forest, Port Edwards, WI 
Nominator: Steve Grant 
Kristi is a dedicated teacher who has used her energy to make positive changes for the Port Edwards School Forest. Kristi began taking her 
ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÆÏÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÔÅ ΧίίΦȭÓ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÆÏÒÅÓÔ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÉÓÓÕÅÓȢ &ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅÒÅȟ ÓÈÅ ÂÅÇÁÎ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÉÎg the forest into a working 
outdoor classroom for the entire district to use. She utilized the skills of resources of professionals, students, and community members to 
accomplish her tasks. When the school forest land was sold, Kristi began looking for another parcel of forest to call their own. To her credit, the 
ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÎÏ× ÈÁÓ Á ÎÅ× ÆÏÒÅÓÔ ÐÁÒÃÅÌ ÔÏ ÅØÐÌÏÒÅȢ +ÒÉÓÔÉȭÓ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÆÏÒÅÓÔ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÏÐportunities for 
students and staff in the Port Edwards School District.  
  

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR: DR. STEVE SMITH, Paul Brandt School Forest, Boscobel, WI 
Nominators: Janet Mindham, Neal Brandt, and Ruth Bauer 
Steve embraced the gift of 80 acres of land donated to the Boscobel School district by the late Paul Brandt. He immediately asked the school 
board to accept this gift to be used as a school forest. Since then, Steve has arranged for professional development opportunities for his staff, 

By means of trees, 

wildlife could be conserved, 

 pollution decreased and the beauty  

of our landscapes enhanced. This is  

the way, or at least one of the ways, to 

spiritual, moral, and cultural regeneration. 

-- E.F. Schumacher 
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L to R : Ruth Bauer, Teacher awardee, Gretchen Marshall, 

LEAF, Steve Smith, District Administrater awardee, Georgia 

Gomez - Ibanez, Community Member awardee, and Kristi 

Hawk, Teacher Awardee (not pictured: Keith Lindner, 

Resource Professional awardee).  
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organized a planning committee, and continually seeks out ways to fund learning opportunities at the school forest. He is quoÔÅÄ ÁÓ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ Ȱ0ÁÕÌȭÓ 
legacy (this gift of land) is now in our hands. It is my hope that each of us will find a way to enrich the lives of our children through this valuable 
ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅȢȱ !ÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÖÅ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÉÓ ÖÉÔÁÌ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÆÏÒÅÓÔ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓȢ $ÒȢ 3ÍÉÔÈȭÓ ÐÁÓÓÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÇÉÆÔ ÏÐened new doors in 
outdoor education opportunities for the students and staff at the Paul Brandt School Forest. 
 

COMMUNITY MEMBER: GEORGIA GOMEZ-IBANEZ, Severson Learning Center School Forest, Cambridge, WI 
Nominators: Andrea Waski, Ron Dayton, Diana Freye 
Georgia possesses an unwavering commitment to preserving the health of the earth. She has led reforesting projects and an ecosystem 
protection plan at the new Severson Learning Center School Forest. As a retired educator, Georgia has dedicated her time to continued 
environmental education with students by documenting phenological observations, constructing trails, transplanting vegetation that was cleared 
to create the new trails, building animal homes, and cataloging tree growth data. She has inspired CambÒÉÄÇÅȭÓ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȟ ÏÕÒ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ 
environmental stewards, to manage and respect nature. Georgia is tireless in her personal efforts, advocacy and commitment to facilitate new 
understanding amongst students, teachers, parents, and community on the care and value of our forest land and natural resources. 
  

RESOURCE PROFESSIONAL: KEITH LINDNER, Wisconsin DNR Forester, Antigo, WI 
Nominators: Kathy & Tim Guckenberg, Sarah Zelazoski, and Roxann Bornemann 
+ÅÉÔÈȭÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÎÁÔÕÒÁÌ resources is evident in his commitment to the school forest 
ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÁÒÅÁȣÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÔÈÅ %ÌÃÈÏ ÁÎÄ !ÎÔÉÇÏ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ &ÏÒÅÓÔ ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÉÅÓȢ +ÅÉÔÈ ÉÓ Á ÆÏÒÅÓÔÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 
Department of Natural Resources and has been instrumental in creating forest management plans, 
organizing timber sales, participating on advisory committees, and teaching students about the importance 
of sustainable forestry and conservation management. He spends his own time maintaining and improving 
the forest properties. Keith is ensuring future generations will experience the beauty and wonders of nature 
at the school forest for years to come. 

  

 

LEAF SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE:  
Goodman-Armstrong School District   
by Chris Kuntz, LEAF 

 
The LEAF Goodman-Armstrong School of Excellence project is exciting! Having children in the woods on a 
weekly basis just opens so many opportunities for learning about and interacting with nature. When an entire 
school district makes this huge time commitment it is exciting that good things are 
happening. Like what, you may ask? 
 
Like Art classes creating incredible platters to take home 
to Mom.  Or the special learners who thrive when given 

living examples of their math and writing projects that apply to their learning style.  Or 
perhaps it is the joy on the kindergartenersȭ faces when they run up to me and want to 
know when they are going to the woods. ȰTODAY?  THIS MORNING?  NOWȩȩȩȱ 
 

/Ò ÉÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÊÏÙ ÏÆ ×ÁÔÃÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÉØÔÈ ÇÒÁÄÅÒÓ ÇÒÁÓÐÉÎÇ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ÁÎÄ ÁÓËÉÎÇȟ Ȱ7hat is 
this? Lichens? Moss? Trees without leaves? How do you know what kind? Mushrooms growing in 
the snow?ȱ 4hey are just very engaged in the process of investigating 
their environment and how it relates to the world around them.  
 
Or the student wh0 (even though the teacher told me had trouble 
writing so . . . not to expect too muchɂmay be a sentence or two) 
wrote three pages.  It seems she has a tree fort at home and it is just 
more comfortable to curl up in an old rotten log and write than when in 
the classroom where there are so many other distractions.  Or it is the 

experience of finding a deer tangled in wire and getting help to let it free.    
 

Most of all it is the enthusiasm of the youth toward learning when they are in the outdoor setting 
that never ceases to amaze me.  

  

LLEEAAFF  NNEEWWSS  



NEW!!  High School Forestry Education Kits 
LEAF is excited to announce the availability of four traveling high school forestry education kits. The kits contain equipment and tools 
to facilitate teaching tree identification and management, plot investigations, and navigation using compasses. In addition, one kit 
contains 10 Garmin GPS units. The kits are available for check out from four locations across the state. There is no fee for using the kits, 
but users are responsible for the loss or damage of kit contents. Each kit is valued at nearly $2,000.  
 

Each kit contains:  

¶ 15 Tree scale/cruising sticks    Å 15 LEAF tree identification keys  

¶ 10 Forest Trees of Wisconsin booklets   Å 8 Ben Meadows Diameter tapes  

¶ 5 Brunton Clinometers     Å 5 Keson 100-foot tapes  

¶ 2 sets LEAF tree identification cards   Å 1 Trees and Shrubs of Minnesota book  

¶ 1 Brunton Compass teaching kit (24 compasses, instructing compass face, user guides, 
 instructional DVD, Navigation Curriculum DVD, student workbook, instructor study guide and 
 answer key, and 2009 catalog)  
 

Contact one of our four participating Forestry Education Kit coordinators for more information: 
 

Turtle Lake School 
Don Dipprey 
715.822.8633 
ddiprey@turtlelake.k12.wi.us 
The Turtle Lake kit also contains 
10 GPS units 

Freedom Agricultural 
Education Department 
Paul Larson 
920.788.7940 x329 
plarson@freedomschools.k12.wi.us 

CESA #2 
Connie Isackson 
608.758.6232 x339 
isackson@cesa2.k12.wi.us 
http:www.cesa2.k12.wi.us/resources 

CESA #3 
This kit is available only 
to members of CESA #3 

  

Wondering how to use all the cool equipment contained in the forestry education kits?   
The LEAF field lessons can provide answers http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/Educators/field_enhancements.aspx 

¶ 4ÒÅÅ ÍÅÁÓÕÒÅÍÅÎÔȡ 7ÏÏÄȭÓ 7ÏÒÔÈȟ ΫȾά ÆÉÅÌÄ ÅÎÈÁÎÃÅÍÅÎÔ Χ 

¶ Forest inventory: Timber Cruise, 9-12 field enhancement 4 

¶ Tree identification: Tree Identification, 7/8 field enhancement 1 

¶ Ecological diversity: Forest Diversity, 7/8 field enhancement 3 

¶ Inventory plots: School Forest Research Plots, 9-12 field enhancement 2 

¶ Wildlife habitat: Habitat Assessment, 9-12 field enhancement 5   

  
WEEB School Forest and Forestry Education Grants Available 
The Wisconsin Environmental Education Board has nearly $400,000 available to support school forest and general forestry education in 
Wisconsin.  Funding for school forests is available to develop a school forest education plan and, once a plan is completed and approved, 
to implement the education.  School forest education plan grants are for up to $5,000.  Large school forest grants, for those districts with 
completed and approved school forest education plans, are for up to $30,000.  General forestry education grants are for up to $20,000. 
 DEADLINE FOR APPLYING: Postmarked by February 13, 2010 or Hand delivered by 4:30 PM February 12, 2010 
More information is available at: http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/weeb/grant-program/index.htm 
  

A Successful 2009 School Forest Summit 
 

On a cold, snowy Friday and Saturday in late October, educators from 
various corners of Wisconsin descended upon Eau Claire to learn how to 
enhance their school forest programs. It was a great networking opportunity 
for those involved. Educators were able to exchange curriculum resources, 
explore facility construction ideas, learn about school forest evaluation tools, 
identify common invasive species that threaten school forests and how they can be controlled, and 
ÇÁÉÎ Á ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÈÏ× ÔÈÅ ÌÏÃÁÌ $.2 ÆÏÒÅÓÔÅÒ ÃÁÎ ÈÅÌÐ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȭÓ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ 
ÆÏÒÅÓÔȢ ȣÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ Á ÔÒÅÁÔ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÔÏ ÔÏÕÒ ÔÈÅ -ÅÎÏÍÏÎÉÅ !ÒÅÁ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȭÓ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÆÏÒÅÓÔ ×ÉÔÈ 
big fluffy snow falling all around and understand how the program operates within their district.    

 
Thank you to everyone who attended and helped make this Summit a great success! 

SCHOOL FOREST NEWS 

mailto:ddiprey@turtlelake.k12.wi.us
mailto:plarson@freedomschools.k12.wi.us
mailto:isackson@cesa2.k12.wi.us
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/Educators/field_enhancements.aspx
http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/weeb/grant-program/index.htm


Students Help Spruce Up Forest Trail in Evansville (Wisconsin Journal) 

EVANSVILLE ɂ A fledgling school forest got a little thicker when science clubs in the Evansville School District planted trees and shrubs, 
among other tasks. (MORE) 

 
School Forest Free Tree Seedlings 
Now is the time to start thinking about ordering your free tree seedlings from the DNR Nurseries ÆÏÒ ÎÅØÔ 3ÐÒÉÎÇȭÓ ÐÌÁÎÔÉÎÇÓȢ School 
Forests with management plans receive FREE seedlingsȣÂÅ ÓÕÒÅ ÔÏ order before January 15th. Some species are gone long before then. 
$ÏÎȭÔ ÈÅÓÉÔÁÔÅ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÏÃÁÌ $.2 ÆÏÒÅÓÔÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÓÐÅÃÉÅÓ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÎÉÆÅÒÓȟ ÈÁÒÄ×ÏÏÄÓȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÌÄÌÉÆÅ ÓÈÒÕÂÓ available. You 
can order online and see the DNR Nursery catalog at: http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/Nursery/Order/index.htm ɉ5ÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ Ȱ&ÒÅÅȱ ÃÁÔÅÇÏÒÙ ÏÎ 
the order form, be sure to indicate you are a registered school forest.) 
 

 Spring LEAF workshops  
7ÅȭÒÅ ÂÕÓÙ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÐÌÁÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÓÐÒÉÎÇ ×ÏÒËÓÈÏÐÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÐÅÃÉÆÉÃÓ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÓÅÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÙÅÔȟ ÂÕÔ ×Å ÐÌÁÎ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÉÎ ÏÒ ÎÅÁÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×Éng communities:  

 

Antigo    Å    Balsam Lake    Å    Stoughton     Å    Superior    Å    Westby/Viroqua    Å    Waupaca 
 

One optional graduate credit will be available. Partial scholarships will be given to the first 8 people in each course who return their 
registration forms.  Would you like us to email you the details and registration form when they are ready? Send us an email with the 
location(s) you are interested in to leaf@uwsp.edu ÁÎÄ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÇÅÔ ÙÏÕ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ-to-ËÎÏ× ÌÉÓÔȢ $ÏÎȭÔ ÓÅÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÏÎ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÓÔȩ Make 
a request! 

 

FUELS for SCHOOLS: Exploring Wood as an Energy Source for Your School  
LEAF is teaming up with the K-12 Energy Education Program (KEEP) to offer a special course this spring. It focuses on the use of woody 
biomass as a energy source. Fuels for Schools will be offered this April in Crandon. Details will be announced soon. 
 
 

  
 

[9!CΩǎ bŜǿ ¢ǊŜŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ European Larch.  This tree sits just outside the main WCEE office and is treasured 

by the campus community.  (ÅÒÅȭÓ ÓÏÍÅ ÉÎÆÏ ÆÒÏÍ Wikipedia: 
 
ȰEuropean Larch (Larix decidua) is a species of larch native to the mountains of central Europe, in the Alps and 
Carpathians, with disjunct lowland populations in northern Poland and southern Lithuania.  L. decidua is a 
medium-size to large deciduous coniferous tree reaching 25-45 m tall, with a trunk up to 1 m diameter 
(exceptionally, to 55 m tall and 2 m diameter). The leaves are needle-like and turn bright yellow before they 
fall in the autumn, leaving the pale yellow-buff shoots bare until the next spring. The old cones commonly 
remain on the tree for many years, turning dull grey-black.  It is very cold tolerant, able to survive winter 
temperatures down to at least -50°C, and is among the tree line trees in the Alps, reaching 2400 m altitude, 
though most abundant from 1000-2000 m. It only grows on well-drained soils, avoiding waterlogged ground.  
The seeds are an important food for some birds and European Larch needles are the only known food for 

caterpillars of the case-bearer moth Coleophora sibiricella.  The wood is tough and durable, but also flexible in thin strips, and is particularly 
valued for yacht building; wood used for this must be free of knots, and can only be obtained from old trees that were pruned when young 
to remove side branches. Small larch poles are widely used for rustic fencing. ȱ 
  
¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ǘƘƛǎ άǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎέ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƻƻΗ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ƘŜƭǇ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊŜŜ ƻǊ ƛǘǎ ŀƛƭƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ 
county Cooperative Extension Service agent who is waiting to help you with all kinds of questions:  http://www.uwex.edu/ces/dist/.  [9!CΩǎ 
Tree ID Key may help you as well: http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/treeid.aspx  Watch your email-box for future issues of the LEAFlet with 
ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ ƻƴ άƻǳǊέ tree. 

 
 
 

Fourth Grade Arbor Day Free Tree Program 
Arbor Day is a national environmental education program designed to teach students the importance of trees within our environment. 
7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎȭÓ !ÒÂÏÒ $ÁÙ ÉÓ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ &ÒÉÄÁÙ ÉÎ !ÐÒÉÌ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÕÓÕÁÌÌÙ ÌÉÎËÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ %ÁÒÔÈ $ÁÙȢ !ÎÎÕÁÌÌÙȟ ÔÈe state nursery 
program provides 75,000 free tree seedlings to Wisconsin fourth grade students for this celebration. These are only available to classrooms 
in Wisconsin.  

TTEEAACCHHEERR  aanndd  SSTTUUDDEENNTT  OOPPPPOORRTTUUNNIITTIIEESS  

LLEEAAFFȭȭss    ȰȰTTRREEEE  ooff  tthhee  YYEEAARRȱȱ  

LLEEAAFF  CCOOUURRSSEESS//WWOORRKKSSHHOOPPSS  
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FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  CCEENNTTEERR::  

WWiissccoonnssiinn  CCeenntteerr  ffoorr  EEnnvviirroonnmmeennttaall  EEdduuccaattiioonn  ((WWCCEEEE))   

2010 Forest Appreciation Week Statewide Writing Contest for 4th Grade Students:  

 "Why Plant Trees?" 4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÔÈÅÍÅȟ "Why Plant Trees?" encourages 4th grade students to write about the importance of 

tree planting and to become an active steward of the environment.   Planting trees enhances Wisconsin's natural beauty, provides wildlife 
habitat, prevents soil erosion, improves air quality, provides shade, supplies wood for paper and other forest products, conserves valuable 
energy, and can offset the impacts of climate change. Tree planting gives everyone the opportunity to be an active steward of the 
environment and a local resource hero. Students should write about a personal experience with tree planting, their passion or motivation 
to plant trees or the general importance of a properly-planted tree.  Official writing contest packets will be mailed to fourth grade 
teachers in late January 2010. 
 

2010 Arbor Day Poster Contest for 5th Graders 
The Department of Natural Resources Forestry Division is sponsoring the eighteenth annual Arbor Day Poster contest for all state 5th 
Graders. The contest is part of a national competition sponsored by the National Arbor Day Foundation.    
The 2010 theme is Ȱ4ÒÅÅÓ ÁÒÅ 4ÅÒÒÉÆÉÃȣÁÎÄ %ÎÅÒÇÙ 7ÉÓÅȦȱ  Contest materials include engaging lesson plans and hands-on activities to 
teach fifth grade students about the important role trees play in the production and conservation of energy! All activities correlate with 
National Education Standards for fifth grade. 
 

Wisconsin-Polar Bears International Tree Planting Partnership  
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Forestry Division is undertaking a first-of-its-kind tree planting initiative, one that has the 
potential to significantly impact the environment in Wisconsin and as far away as the Arctic. The Tree Planting for Climate Change initiative, 
a Forestry Division partnership with Polar Bears International (PBI), received the go-ahead from the state Natural Resources Board at the 
ōƻŀǊŘΩǎ !ǳƎǳǎǘ 11-12 meeting in Hayward.   A Forestry Division webpage at http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/polarbear/ includes information to 
help anyone interested in tree planting to get started immediately.  
 

2010 Great Lakes Forestry Tour    
June 22-25, Duluth, MN  

Each summer the Temperate Forest Foundation organizes intensive three-day woods and mill tours for teachers in 
various regions throughout North America.  Teachers are sponsored by a local business, which pays for registration 
(US$700) and travel expenses. Teacher Forestry Tours run from a Tuesday afternoon through a Friday morning, and 
include a Wednesday and Thursday full of woods and mill visits.   There is absolutely no cost to teachers! 
http://www.forestinfo.org/Teachers/2010/lstt.htm 

 

 

2009 Wisconsin High School Conference on the Environment ɀ A SUCCESS! 
About 235 students and 60 teachers and chaperones from 36 schoÏÌ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔÓ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ conference, Our 
#ÈÁÎÇÉÎÇ &ÏÒÅÓÔÓȡ #ÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓ ÁÎÄ /ÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎȭÓ 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ.  ,%!& ÃÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÅÖÅÎÔ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓ ÈÅÌÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. 

 

Students and teachers brought research and project exhibits that were 
voted on by peers.  Northwest Passage school took home the 
Ȱ/ÕÔÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔ %ØÈÉÂÉÔȱ Á×ÁÒÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÏÎ ÆÏÒÅÓÔ 
invasive species.  (photos at right).  Also, over 20 different presentations 
were offered on the topics of climate change, land use, invasive species 
(students study earth worms ɀat left) and natural resources-related careers. 
 

We received a lot of positive feedback from teachers and students. :  

Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÙÅÁÒ ÆÏÒ ÕÓ ÔÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄ ÁÎÄ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÂÅÇÉÎ ÔÏ ÔÅÌÌ ÙÏÕ ×ÈÁÔ 
that meant for the 3 students that attended the conference.  From a 
professional point of view it was exciting to see the terrific level of energy, 
enthusiasm and examples of projects that students around Wisconsin are 

doing to contribute to their knowledge of Wisconsin forests but also the contribution to a lifelong 
ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌȢȱ DeForest Area High School teacher.   

 
Ȱ"ÅÔÔÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÅØÃÅÌÌÅÎÔȢ  Best conferÅÎÃÅ )΄ÖÅ ÅÖÅÒ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÄȟ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÓÐÅÁËÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÒÓȢȱ  
Student participant evaluation comment 

Free for  

Teachers! 

http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/forestry/Uf/awareness/arborwriting.htm#writing
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/forestry/Uf/awareness/arborposter.htm
http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/polarbear/
http://www.forestinfo.org/Teachers/2010/lstt.htm
http://www.forestinfo.org/Teachers/2010/lstt.htm


New Environmental Literacy Plan 
State Superintendent Tony Evers has asked the Wisconsin No Child Left Inside Coalition ÔÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ 
ÌÉÔÅÒÁÃÙ ÐÌÁÎ ÔÏ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔÁÌ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÏÆ 7ÉÓÃÏÎÓÉÎȭÓ ÐÒÅ-kindergarten through 12th-grade schools.  The Wisconsin 
Center for Environmental Education is a leader in developing this initiative!  Read on for more information!  
 

KEEP Professional Development   
   

Masters in Environmental Education Courses 
These courses work towards the MS in EE for K-12 teacher program.  The courses are open for anyone to register for regardless of whether or not 
you are seeking a degree.  If you would like information about the Extended MS in EE for K-12 Teacher program please contact Jessice 
Tomaszewski at 715-346-3854 or Jessica.Tomaszewski@uwsp.edu.  
 

 

 
 
Einstein Project 
You are invited to the Einstein Project Winter In-Service Training.  It is designed to involve you in hands-on investigations of scientific 
phenomena.  Registration deadline is December 17, 2009!  Also, the Einstein Project is holding the Ameriprise Science Fair this March 13, 
2010.  Registration is due by February 5, 2010. 
 

Nominate a Teacher for the Bartlett Award 
The Richard C. Bartlett Environmental Education Award is awarded annually to an outstanding educator who has successfully integrated 
environmental education into his or her daily education programs. The award is given to an educator who can serve as an inspiration and 
model for others.  A $5,000 cash award is provided for the recipient to continue their work in environmental education.  Additionally, as 
part of the prize, the winner travels to Washington, D.C., to meet with representatives from the  environmental community to further his 
or her network.   More information can be found at: http://www.neefusa.org/bartlettaward.htm  The deadline is January 15, 2010. 

Environmental Education Online Courses offered through UW-Stevens Point 
SPRING Courses are now listed.  Contact Jessica Tomaszewski Jessica.Tomaszewksi@uwsp.ed  
To learn more about these courses, visit the course web site: http://www.uwsp.edu/natres/eetap/ 
To learn more about EETAP, visit the EETAP website at http://www.eetap.org/ 

 
Join the EE in Wisconsin School Directory! 

EE in Wisconsin is a new web site designed with you in mind. Not only does it organize Wisconsin's environmental 
education organizations, events, resources, grants, and opportunities so you can find them easily....it is also a great place 

to showcase your school's environmental education successes!  Do your students recycle or work to conserve water? Does your school have a 
poÌÌÉÎÁÔÏÒ ÇÁÒÄÅÎ ÏÒ ÎÁÔÕÒÅ ÔÒÁÉÌȩ $ÏÅÓ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ȰÂÅÉÎÇ ÇÒÅÅÎȱ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÒ ÆÉÅÌÄ ÔÒÉÐÓȩ If so, EE in Wisconsin wants 
to feature your programs in the Environmental Education School Directory.    
 
TO JOIN: ÊÕÓÔ ÇÏ ÔÈÅ Ȱ3ÃÈÏÏÌÓȱ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ www.eeinwisconsin.org ÁÎÄ ÃÌÉÃË ÔÈÅ Ȱ!ÄÄ .Å× 3ÃÈÏÏÌȱ ÂÕÔÔÏÎȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅ 
(and spellcheck) your information before posting it, use the School Profile Template 
(http://eeinwisconsin.org/Files/eewi/2008/SchoolTemplate.doc).  

 
New Invasive Plant Species Education Lessons Website 
University of Wisconsin-Stout, Wisconsin's Polytechnic University, announces a new Invasive Plant Species Education Lessons  website.  It 
has all the lessons, videos, PowerPoints, and many other resources related to the Lessons.  This projected was funded via a WEEB forestry 
education grant.  LEAF lesson guides were used in the development of this resource. 
 

Eco-Schools USA Program Off the Ground: http://www.nwf.org/ecoschools/index.cfm  
Eco-Schools USA is a new U. S. component of an international network of 30,000 schools in 43 nations.  Their new website makes Eco-
schools USA registration simple for individual schools and they are also seeking opportunities to join up with other green school programs 
that are evolving across America.  The feedback theyȭve received points to interest in mutually supportive partnerships.   The Eco-Schools 
USA goals are simple:  1) green the school buildings,  2) green the school grounds, and c) green the educational programming at registered 
schools.   The program encompasses a rich set of educational "pathways" such as energy, water, green hour outdoors and climate change -
- and they have some terrific new partners including SchoolTube.com, Facing the Future, Al Gore's Climate Project, and the HSBC climate 
initiative.  Take a moment to examine the site -- cruise the pathways and features and let them know what you think, whether you would 
like to get involved and what improvements and collaborations you would recommend.  
 

  

IINNTTEERREESSTTIINNGG  OOPPPPOORRTTUUNNIITTIIEESS  ffoorr  YYOOUU  

For more information visit the KEEP Professional Development listing 
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Interesting Online Resources 
 

¶ Reconnecting Kids With Nature: The Other You - an ad 
campaign of the US Forest Service and Ad Council 
http://www.discovertheforest.org/  

¶ Nab the Aquatic Invader: Be a Sea grant Super Sleuth  
http://sgnis.org/kids/index.html  

¶ Kids Ecology Corp: www.kidsecologycorps.org/ 

¶ Trees Forever: www.treesforever.org/ 

¶ Tree Trust: www.treetrust.org/ 

¶ Alliance for Community Trees:  actrees.org/site/index.php 

¶ Invasive Plants Association of Wisconsin: www.ipaw.org/ 

¶ Sustainable Woods Association: www.sustainablewoods.net/ 

¶ Urban Greening: www.ecoiq.com/urbangreening/ 

¶ Wisconsin Family Forests: 
www.sustainablewoods.net/NetworkGroup.aspx?GroupID=14
&GroupPage=1 

¶ Community Forestry Resource Center: 
www.forestrycenter.org/headlines.cfm  

¶ Family Forest Alliance: 
www.dovetailinc.org/familyforestsalliance.html 

¶ Forest Service Urban Connections: 
http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/urbanconnections/ 

¶ Natural Inquirer Urban Treehouse 
http://www.naturalinquirer.org/urban-treehouse-v-
31.html#Milwaukee  

¶ American Forests: Resources for Teachers: 
http://www.americanforests.org/resources/kids/a_tree_for_e
very_child/  

¶ Wisconsin county and state forest statistics: 
http://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/SmartForestry/toolbox/data_tabda
t.asp 
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