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Theair is briskand snow has arriveq and opportunities outside abound!EAF has many upcoming opportunities for
learning. If you find yourself itching to take the kids outside z there are plenty of LEAF lessons waiting to be implemented. Check out the LEAFlet for
news, ideas, opportunities, and connections!
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2009 WISCONSIN SCHOOL FOREST AWARDS
October 23, 2009

On October 23rd, the LEAF Program recognized the following
individuals for their exceptional commitment to Wisconsin school
forests at the 2009 Wisconsin Association for Environmental
Education (WAEE) conference, held in Eau Claire, Wisconsin:

TEACHER: RUTH BAUER, Paul Brandt School Forest, Boscobel, WI
Nominators: Nancy Sanger, Penny Bohringer, and Dr. Steve Smith
Ruth is the diving force and leader in the planning and development of the Paul
Brandt School Forest north of Boscobel. Ruth has been a champion for the Lto R : Ruth Bauer, Teacher awardee, Gretchen Marshall,
environment long beford EA DOOE O OAA COAAT 6 A A ILEAF Steve Smith, District Administrater awardee, Georgia y 3 EARA
works with multiple committees regarding the school forest, partners with outside ©°me? -1banez, Community Member awardee, and Kristi
. . L. . Hawk, Teacher Awardee (not pictured: Keith Lindner,
agencies to bring resources to the district, leads teachers into the woods for Resource Professional awardee).
enrichment exercises, and helps teachetevelop curriculum and activities for field
trips to the forest. Her vision and love of the land has made the Paul Brandt School Forest a truly remarkable placestivéthedthe staff,
children, and community of the Boscobel School District.

TEACHER: KRISTI HAWK, Port Edwards School Forest, Port Edwards, WI

Nominator: Steve Grant

Kristi is a dedicated teacher who has used her energy to make positive changes for the Port Edwards School Forestafristibgder
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outdoor classroom for the entire district to use. She utilized the skills of resources of professionals, students, and itgmrambers to

accomplish her tasks. When the school forest land was sold, Kristi began looking tbeaparcel of forest to call their own. To her credit, the
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students and staff in the Port Edwards School District.

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR: DR. STEVE SMITH, Paul Brandt School Forest, Boscobel, WI

Nominators: Janet Mindham, Neal Brandt, and Ruth Bauer

Steve embraced the gift of 80 acres of land donated to the Boscobel School district by the late Paul Brandt. He immeskatethe school
board to accept this gift to be used as a school forest. Since then, Steve has arranged for professional devaipporennities for his staff,


http://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf
mailto:leaf@uwsp.edu

organized a planning committee, and continually seeks out ways to fund learning opportunities at the school forest. Ho S aJucA O OAUET C
legacy (this gift of land) is now in our hands. It is my hope that eachwiliusnd a way to enrich the lives of our children through this valuable
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outdoor education opportunities for thetudents and staff at the Paul Brandt School Forest.

COMMUNITY MEMBER: GEORGIA GOMEZ-IBANEZ, Severson Learning Center School Forest, Cambridge, WI

Nominators: Andrea Waski, Ron Dayton, Diana Freye

Georgia possesses an unwavering commitment to preserving the health of the earth. She has led reforesting projects asgsteneco

protection plan at the new Severson Learning Center School Forest. As a retired educator, Georgia has dedicated heotitered

environmental education with students by documenting phenological observations, constructing trails, transplanting vegetetiovas cleared

to create the new trails, building animal homes, and cataloging tree growth data. She has inspired®@&IC A5 O OOOAAT 6OR 1 OO
environmental stewards, to manage and respect nature. Georgia is tireless in her personal efforts, advocacy and commiiscéitate new
understanding amongst students, teachers, parents, and community on the care andofabue forest land and natural resources.

RESOURCE PROFESSIONAL: KEITH LINDNER, Wisconsin DNR Forester, Antigo, WI

Nominators: Kathy & Tim Guckenberg, Sarah Zelazoski, and Roxann Bornemann
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Department of Natural Resources and has been instrumental in creating forest managenaams,

organizing timber sales, participating on advisory committees, and teaching students about the importance
of sustainable forestry and conservation management. He spends his own time maintaining and improving
the forest properties. Keith is ensuag future generations will experience the beauty and wonders of nature

at the school forest for years to come.
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LEAF SCHOOL OFEXCELLENCE

Goodman-Armstrong School District
by Chris Kuntz, LEAF

The LEAF Goodman-Armstrong School of Excellence project is exciting! Having children in the woods on a
weekly basis just opens so many opportunities for learning alaogtinteracting with nature. When an entire
school district makes this huge time commitment it is exciting that good things are
happenirg. Like whatyou may ask?

Like Art classes creating incredigbplatters to take home

to Mom. Or the special learners who thrive when given
living examplef their math and writing projects that apply to tldearningstyle. Or

perhaps it is the jowyn the kindergartener&aceswhen they run up to me and want to
know when they are going to the woodSTODAY? THIS MORNINGNOWe ¢ e 6
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this? Lichen8Moss? Trees without leave8How do you know what kineMushrooms growing in

the snowd hey are just very engaged in the process of investigating
their environment and how it relates to the world around them.

Or the studentwhO ven thoughthe teachertold me had trouble
writing so . . not to expect too much may be a sentence or twyo
wrote three pages L seems she has a tree fort at home anisjtist
more comfortable to curl up ian old rotten log and write thawhen in
the classroom where therare so many other distractian Or it isthe
experience of finding a deer tangled in wire and getting help to let it.free

Most of all it is the enthusiasm of the youth toward learning when they are in the outdoor setting
that never ceases to amaze en




NEW!! High School Forestry Education Kits

LEAF is excited to announce the availability of four traveling high school forestry education kits. The kits contain equipment and tools
to facilitate teaching tree identification and management, plot investigations, and navigation using compasses. In aduigdxit
contains 10 Garmin GPS units. The kits are available for check out from four locatimss the state. There is no fee for using the kits,
but users are responsible for the loss or damage of kit contdtash kit is valued at nearly $2,000.

Each kit contains:

15 Tree scale/cruising sticks A 15 LEAF tree identification keys
10 Forest Trees of Wisconsin booklets A 8 Ben Meadows Diameter tapes
5 Brunton Clinometers A 5Keson 10doot tapes

2 sets LEAF tree identification cards A 1 Trees and Shrubs of Minnesota book

1 Brunton Compass teaching kit (24 compasses, isimg compass face, user guides,
instructional DVD, Navigation Curriculum DVD, student workbook, instructor study guide and
answer key, and 2009 catalog)
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Contact one of our four participating Forestry Education Kit coordinators for more information:

Turtle Lake School Freedom Agricultural CESA #2 CESA #3

Don Dipprey Education Department Connie Isackson This kit is available only
715.822.8633 Paul Larson 608.758.6232 x339 to members of CESA #
ddiprey@turtlelake.k12.wi.us  920.788.7940 x329 isackson@cesa2.k12.wi.us

The Turtle Lake kit also contains plarson@freedomschools.k12.wi.us http:www.cesa2.k12.wi.us/resourc

10 GPS units

Wondering how to use all the cool equipment contained in the forestry education kits?

The LEAF field lessons can provide ansvits://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/Educators/field_enhancements.aspx
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Forest inventory: Timber Cruise; X2 field enhancement 4

Tree identification: Tree Identification, 7/8 field enhancement 1

Ecologicaldiversity: Forest Diversity, 7/8 field enhancement 3

Inventory plots: School Forest Research Plotd,2field enhancement 2

Wildlife habitat: Habitat Assessment;-92 field enhancement 5
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WEEB School Forest and Forestry Education Grants Available

The Wisconsin Environmental Education Board has nearly $400,000 available to support school forest and general forestoy éduca
Wisconsin.Funding for school forests is available to develop a school forest education plan and, placeiscompleted and approved,
to implement the education. School forest education plan grants are for up to $5,000. Large school forest grants, fdisthnics with
completed and approved school forest education plans, are for up to $3088f@eal forestry education grants are for up to $20,000.
DEADLINE FOR APPLYING: Postmarked by February 13, 2010 or Hand delivered by 4:30 PM February 12, 2010

More information is available ahttp://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/weeb/granprogram/index.htm

A Successful 2009 School Forest Summit

On a cold, snowy Friday and Saturday in late October, educators from
various corners of Wisconsin descended upon Eau Claire to learn how to
enhance theilschool forest programs. It was a great networking opportunit
for those involved. Educators were able to exchange curriculum resources
explore facility construction ideas, learn about school forest evaluation tous,

identify common invasive species thaireaten school forests and how they can be controlled, and
CAET A AAOOAO O1 ARAOOOGAT AET C 1T £ Ei x OEA 1171 AAI
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big fluffy snow falling all around and understand how the program operates within their district.

Thank you to everyone who attended and helped makesSummit a great success!
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Students Help Spruce Up Forest Trail in Evansville (Wisconsin Journal)
EVANSVILLE A fledgling school forest got a little thicker when science clubs in the Evansville School District planted trees and shrubs,
among other tasks(MORE)

School Forest Free Tree Seedlings

Now is the time to start thinking about ordering yofree tree seedlings from the DNR Nurseries £/ O 1T A@0O 3 D @dhdolCSG O DI |
Forests with management plans receive FREE seedlings8 A A O 6rdeAbefbré January 15 Some species are gone long before then.
$1160 EAOEOAOGA O1 Ai 1T OAAO Ui 6O 11TAAT $.2 A OAOGOAO AKhwilallebYod E A O
can order online ande® the DNR Nursery catalog dtttp:/dnr.wi.gov/forestry/Nursery/Order/index.hthp 57 AAO OEA O&OAAS
the order form, be sure to indicate you are a registered school forest.)

LEAF COURSES/WORKSHOPS

Spring LEAF workshops
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Antigo A BalsamLake A Stoughton A Superior A Westby/Viroqua A Waupaca

One optional graduate credit will be availablartial scholarships will be given to tliiest 8 peoplein each courseho return their

registration forms. Would you like us to email you the details and registratidorm when they are readyBend us an email with the

location(s) you are interested in teaf@uwsp.ediAT A xA81 1 CABG-EDIT G i1TEOCOBA $EESGOO OAAMIké OO A

arequest!

FUELS for SCHOOLS: Exploring Wood as an Energy Source for Your School

LEAF is teaming up with the-K2 Energy Education Program (KEEP) to offer a special course this spring. It focuses on the use of woody
biomass as a energy source. Fuels for Schools will be offeredphisrACrandonDetails will be announced soan

LEAF®G CTREE of the YEARO

W [ 9! CQa b S gEuropudd SarchTais tréeitSjust outside the main WCEE office and is treasured
by the campus communitf AOAS O O iWkkipdtla: £  £OT |

(European Larch (Larix decidua) is a species ddrchnative to the mountains of centréturopg in theAlpsand
Carpathians with disjunct lowland populations in northeRPolandand southerriithuania L. deciduais a
medium-size to largedeciduousconiferoustree reaching 2545 m tall, with a trunk up to 1 m diameter
(exceptionally, to 55 m tall and 2 m diameter). Teavesare needlelike andturn bright yellow before they
fall in the autumn, leaving the pale yellebwff shoots bare until the next spring. The old cones commonly
remain on the tree for many years, ting dull greyblack. It is very cold tolerant, able to survive winter
temperatures down to at leasb0°C, and is among thieee linetrees in the Alps, reaching 2400 m altitude,
though most abundant from 100@000 m. It only grows on wedlrained soilsavoiding waterlogged ground.
The seeds are an important food for somiedsandEuropean Larch needles are the only known food for
caterpillarsof the casebearer mothColeophora sibiricella. Thewoodis tough and durable, but also flexible in thin strips, and is partitular
valued foryachtbuilding; wood used for this must be free of knots, and can only be obtained from old trees thapmweedwhen young
to remove side branches. Small larch poles are widely used for fasting 6
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county Cooperative Extension Service agent who is waiting to help you with all kinds of questiprsyww.uwex.edu/ces/dist/. [ 9 !
Tree ID Key may help you as weilp://www.uwsp.edu/cnr/leaf/treeid.aspxWatch your emailbox for futureissues of the_EAFIletvith
dzLJR | (G Sa treey @ 2 dzNE

TEACHER and STUDENT OPPORTUNITIES

Fourth Grade Arbor Day Free Tree Program

Arbor Day is a national environmental education program designed to teach students thetemgerof trees within our environment.
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program provides 75,000 free tree seedlings to Wisconsin fourth grade stsifi@nthis celebration. These are only available to classrooms

in Wisconsin.
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2010 Forest Appreciation Week Statewide Writing Contest for 4th Grade Students:

"Why Plant Trees?" 4 EEO U A A"vay®lard Erekd?"Aiicourages 4th grade students to write about the importance of
tree planting and to become an active steward of the environmeRtanting trees enhances Wisconsin's natural beauty, provides weildlif
habitat, prevents soil erosion, improves air quality, provides shade, supplies wood for paper and other forest produetsesoreduable
energy, and can offset the impacts of climate change. Tree planting gives everyone the opportunity to be astestael of the
environment and a local resource hero. Students should write about a personal experience with tree planting, their passiivation
to plant trees or the general importance of a propephanted tree. Official writing contest packetswill be mailed to fourth grade
teachers in late Januan2010.

2010 Arbor Day Poster Contest for 5th Graders

The Department of Natural Resources Forestry Division is sponsoring the eighteenth annual Arbor Day Poster contesafersali st
Graders. The contest is part of a national competition sponsored by the National Arbor Day Foundation.

The 2010 theme i®4 OAA O AOA 4 A O OE AEdkt8shArhatkriakindlu@e@hyaging I€s8oh plans and hadactivities to
teach fifth grade students about the important role trees play in the production and conservation of erdrgygtivities correlate with
National Education Standards for fifth grade.

Wisconsin-Polar Bears International Tree Planting Partnership

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Forestry Division is undertdikstgits-kind tree planting initiative, one #t has the
potential to signiftantly impacthe environment in Wisconsin and as far away as the ArcticTTée Planting for Climate Change initiative
a Forestry Division partnership with Polar Bears Internati@Bl), received the gahead from the state Natutd&Resources Board at the

0 2 I NR Q d1-12 de=ktiag iih Hayward A Forestry Division webpage fatp://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/polarbear/ includes information to
help anyone interested in tree planting to get started immediately.

2010 Great Lakes Forestry Tour
June 22-25, Duluth, MN

Each summer the Temperate Forest Foundation organizes intensive ttlagenvoods and mill tours for teachers in
various regions throughout North America. Teachers are sponsored by a local business, which pays for registration
(US$700) and travel expensd®acher Forestry Tours run from a Tuesday afternoon through a Friday morning, and
include a Wednesday and Thursday full of woods and mill viSiteere is absolutely no cost tteachers!

http ://www.forestinfo.org/Teachers/2010/Istt.htm

Free for
Teachers!

FROM THE CENTER:
Wisconsin Center for Environmental Education (WCEE)
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University of Wisconsitstevens Point.

Students aml teachers brought research and project exhibits that were
voted on by peers. Northwest Passage school took home the
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invasive species(photos at right). Also, over 20 different gesentations
were offered on the topics of climate change, land use, invasive specie
(students study earth worms zat left) and natural resourcegelated careers.

We received a lot of positive feedback from teachers and students. 5 ®
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that meant for the 3 students that attended the conference. From a
professional point of view it was exciting to see the terrific level of energy,
enthusiasm and examples of projects that students around Wisconsin are
doing to contribute to their knowledge of Wisconsin forests but also the contribution to a lifelong
AAOAAOET T EIT OEA UDeFotea Ared High $ctivolfebcheC AT AOAT 806
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Student participant evaluation comment
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New Environmental Literacy Plan

State Superintendent Tony Evers has asked Wisconsin No Child Left Inside Coalition 01T AAOAT T B OEA OOAOAB O 4
1 EOAOAAU bPI AT O1 AAAOAOO OEA AT Oitderbadrtehith@idgh 12tpfa@efséhdoisTheWiscdhdnA O 1 4
Center for Environmental Education is a leader in developing this initiativ&®ead orfor more information!

KEEP Professional Development  For more information isit the KEEP Professional Development listing

Masters in Environmental Education Courses

These courses work towards the MS in EE fdr2deacher programThe courses are open for anyone to register for regardless of whether or not
you are seeking a degredf you would like information about the Extended MS in EE fdr2KTeacher program ghse contactlessice
Tomaszewskat 715346-3854 orJessica. Tomaszewski@uwsp.edu

INTERESTING OPPORTUNITIES for YOU

Einstein Project

You are invited to th&instein Project Winter In-Service Training. It is designed to involve you in harols investigations of scientific
phenomena. Registration deadline is December 17, 2009! Also, the Einstein Project is holding tiAeneriprise Science Fair this March 13,
2010. Registration is due by February 5, 2010.

Nominate a Teacher for the Bartlett Award

The Richard C. Bartlett Environmental Education Award is awarded annually to an outstanding educator who has succesgfaligdnt
environmental education into his or her daily education programs. The award is given to an educator who can serve astonzsm
model for others.A $5,000 cash award is provided for the recipient to continue their work in environmental educAtiaitionally, as
part of the prize, the winner travels to Washington, D.C., to meet with representatives fronettveonmental community to further his
or her network. More information can be found alittp://www.neefusa.org/bartlettaward.htmThe deadline is January 15, 2010.

Environmental Education Online Courses offered through UW-Stevens Point
—== SPRING Courses are now listed. ContactJessica Tomaszewskessica.Tomaszewksi@uwsp.ed
zv@'} To learn more about these courses, visit the course web site: http://www.uwsp.edu/natres/eetap/
~—~  To learn more about EETAP, visit the EETAP website at http://www.eetap.org/

Join the EE in Wisconsin School Directory!

EE in Wisconsin is a new web site designed with you in mind. Not only does it organize Wisconsin's environmental
educationorganizations, events, resources, grants, and opportunities so you can find them easily....it is also a great place

to showcase your school's environmental education succesBeglour students recycle or work to conserve water? Does your school have a
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to feature your programs in the Environmental Education School Directory.

TOJOIN:EOOO Cci OEA O guikekinwis@asinddd RAERAT ERAE OEA O! AA . Ax 3AEIT16 AOC

(and spellcheck) your information befopmsting it, use the School Profile Template

(http://eeinwisconsin.org/Files/eewi/2008/SchoolTemplate.jloc

New Invasive Plant Species Education Lessons Website

University of Wisconsi$tout,Wisconsin's Polytechnic University, announces a imasive Plant Species Education Lessons welsite
has all the lessons, vided®werPointsand many other resources related to the Lessons. This projected was funded/EiaHBorestry
education grant.LEAF lesson guides were used in the development of this resource.

Eco-Schools USA Program Off the Ground: http://www.nwf.org/ecoschools/index.cfm

EcoSchools USA ianew U. S. component of an international network of 30,000 schools in 43 nafidresr new website makeco

schools USAegistration simple for individuachools and they are also seeking opportunities to join up with other green school programs
that are evolving across AmericZhe feedbackheyiereceived points to interest in mually supportive partnershipsThe Eco-Schools
USAgoals are simplel) green the school building®) green the school grounds, and c) green the educational programming at registered
schools. The program encompasses a rich set of educational "pathways" such as energy, water, greenttoors and climate change

- andthey have some terrific new partners including SchoolTube.com, Facing the Future, Al Gore's Climate Project, and the HSBC climate
initiative. Take a moment to examine the sitecruise thepathways and features and let thekmow what you think, whether you would

like to get involved and what improvements and collaborations you would recommend
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Interesting Online Resources
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Reconnecting Kids With Nature: The Other Y-an ad
campaign of the US ForeService and Ad Council
http://www.discovertheforest.org/

Nab the Aquatic Invader: Be a Sea grant Super Sleuth
http://sgnis.org/kids/index.html

Kids Ecology OQp: www.kidsecologycorps.org/

Trees Forevenvww.treesforever.org/

Tree Trustwww.treetrust.org/

Alliance for Community rees: actrees.org/site/index.php
Invasive Plants Association of Wisconsimww.ipaw.org/
Sustainable Woods Associatiowww.sustainablewoods.net/
Urban Greeningwww.ecoig.com/urbangreening/
Wisconsin Family Forests:
www.sustainablewoods.net/NetworkGroup.aspx?GrouplD=14
&GroupPage=1

Community Forestry Resource Center:
www.forestrycenter.org/headlines.cfm

Family Forest Alliance:
www.dovetailinc.org/familyforestsalliance.html

Forest Service Urban Connections:
http://www.fs.fed.us/r9/urbanconnections/

Natural Inquirer Urban Treehouse
http://www.naturalinquirer.org/urbartreehousev-
31.htmi#Milwaukee

American Forests: Resources for Teachers:
http://www.americanforests.org/resources/kids/a_tree_for_e
very_child/

Wisconsincounty and state forest statistics

htt p://dnr.wi.gov/forestry/SmartForestry/toolbox/data_tabda

t.asp
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