uwsp University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point . . . Changing Lives

News Services, Stevens Point, WI 54481-3897

news release 715 346 3046 » Fax: 715 346 2042
E-mail: News @uwsp.edu

www.uwsp.edu/news
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Thomas named dean of the CNR

Christine Thomas, interim dean of the College of Natural Resources (CNR) at the
University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point (UWSP), founder of Becoming an Outdoors Woman (BOW),
and a gubernatorial appointment to the Department of Natural Resources Board, has been
named to the position of Dean of the College of Natural Resources. She is the first woman to
head the CNR.

Thomas succeeds Victor Phillips, who left the dean’s position last spring to head the
Global Environmental Management Education Center. She had served as associate dean of the
CNR since 1999 and professor of human dimensions of natural resource management since
1989. From 1980 to 1988 she served as assistant to CNR Dean Emeritus Dan Trainer.

“The college, university, community-at-large, indeed, the state, will benefit from the
depth and breadth of knowledge and experience Chris brings to the college and the campus,”
said Chancellor Linda Bunnell. “Chris is a leader and | know we can count on her to continue to
move the college forward to build upon an already impressive 35-year legacy of faculty and
student success.”

“UWSP is fortunate to have such an outstanding leader to call our own,” observed
Provost Virginia Helm. “Chris Thomas brings to the job a national presence and a rare
combination of energy, creativity, sensitivity, unparalleled competence, and buoyant sense of
humor. These qualities will serve all of us well in these challenging times.”

“l am very excited about entering this next phase of my 25-year relationship with the
UW-Stevens Point community, said Thomas. “I have a great love for the college and its mission,
a high level of respect for the faculty and staff, and enthusiasm for opportunities that we have
ahead of us.”

The first female tenured professor in the CNR, Thomas has taught “Resource Policy and
Law,” “Natural Resources and Public Relations” and “Integrated Resource Management.” She
has been active in issues related to women and minorities in natural resources, having co-
chaired two Midwestern regional conferences related to work force diversity. In addition to her
teaching and outreach efforts, Thomas has interests that center on resource agency

administration, involvement of women in the outdoors and Wisconsin conservation history.
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Thomas is a member of the board and past vice chair of the Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation and serves on two committees of the International Association of Fish and Wildlife
Agencies. She has won numerous national and state honors, including the National Wildlife
Federation Conservation Achievement Award and Budweiser Outdoorsman of the Year.

The Great Lakes Outdoor Writers Association presented her with the Golden Glow Award,
its highest award for individual achievement. She was given an Award of Merit from the
Wisconsin Chapter of Trout Unlimited and was hamed 1998 Wisconsin Wildlife Federation
Conservation Educator of the Year. The Wisconsin Outdoor Journal named her one of the 10
most influential people in conservation in Wisconsin in the 20t century and the Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel inducted her into its Sports Show Hall of Fame.

An active wildlife researcher, Thomas and CNR colleague Tim Ginnett have projects near
Clam Lake that involve elk reintroduction and black bears. She holds a bachelor’s degree in
biology from Central Michigan University, master’s degree in water resources from UWSP and a
Ph.D. in land resources from UW-Madison.

Formally established in 1970, the CNR has three field stations, 1,200 undergraduate
majors, 150 undergraduate minors, and 120 graduate students. More than 80 faculty and
staff teach courses in forestry, resource management, soil and waste resources, water
resources, wildlife, and paper science majors, plus 13 minors. The CNR also has an
international component with study programs in Africa, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Mexico, Europe,
and the South Pacific. In addition, the college has an operational paper machine providing
hands-on training for paper science students. More than 21 student professional organizations

are located within the CNR with over 1,000 active student members.
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