Literature Review/Research Paper:
A portion of your grade will be determined by a paper you write. While you will ultimately choose your own topic, you are strongly advised to consult with me before you decide in order to ensure that your topic has an appropriate scope. A typical paper will be about 10-15 pages long (double spaced), but yours should be both as concise as possible and as long as necessary. That is, there is no prescribed maximum or minimum length apart from what is dictated by the breadth and complexity of the topic. For some excellent examples of such papers, look at virtually anything published in the Journal of Economic Perspectives or any of the articles in the Handbooks in Economics series. 

There is an alternative option to write a research paper on an open question they identified in a short literature review. A typical paper will be about 5-10 pages long (double spaced). The latter option has the advantage that it will help you to develop a different set of skills. I will help you identify a question you can answer during the semester. 

Deadlines: 
1. Tentative decision about topic: June 11th
2. Preliminary bibliography (at least 10 possible sources): June 18th
3. Preliminary outline and Draft of Introduction: July 2nd
4. Completed paper: ?
