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New Students' Reasons for Attending College

To prepare for career/vocation 30 l
Wanted a general education o W Biggest
Reason

To make a difference in the world I

To increase earning power I Factored In
To have fun I
M Not a Reason
To discover meaning in my life I
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For prestige

To please parents

Unsure of what else | would do

To understand people better

Thought | would like college work

To do what my friends are doing

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

* 68% of students said that preparing for a career was the biggest for
attending college. This is highest value recorded in records dating back to
1981.

* Students also were motivated to attend college by both intrinsic factors,
such as making a difference in the world and having fun, and extrinsic
factors such as increasing earning power.
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Factors Affecting New Students' Choice of UWSP

Size of the school
The campus is beautiful

Programs in my field

Better academic program than others m Most or
Friendly faculty and staff Some
Influence
It's less expensive
The social life is good
UWSP students are friendly ® No
Better job after graduation influence

It's close to home

My parents like UWSP

Have a relative or friend attending UWSP
University Center's facilities

For fitness/recreation programs and facilities
Better faculty than other schools
Semester Abroad program

UWSP's prestige

Athletic program and/or facilities

UWSP on-campus housing

Summer orientation program

Residence hall life and programs
Financial Aid package that | received
Better library facilities than other schools
Received scholarship

| was turned down by other schools

It is academically easier than other schools

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

* Students choose UWSP because of strong academic programs, the
potential for better jobs after graduation, friendly faculty, staff, and
students, and a beautiful campus located in close proximity to their homes.

* Factors such as campus facilities and programs have a lesser impact on
students' choice of UWSP.
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Influences on Students' Choice of UWSP

Most Influential Personal Contacts

Mother ]
Father I ™ Most
Influential
HS Friends I
Sibling(s) R
Influence
HS Teacher T
H No Influence
Relatives N
Significant other... N
HS Counselor [
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Most Influential UWSP Contacts

Friends attending UWSP ]
UWSP student I "V
influential
UWSP professor/faculty member ] Some
influence
UWSP alumni I . O nfluence
UWSP Representatives ]
T T

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

* Parents remain the most influential person in new students' choice of UWSP.

* Of their contacts at UWSP, member of their peer group -- friends attending UWSP or
other UWSP students -- are the most influential in their decision to attend UWSP.
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Influences on Students' Choice of UWSP

Most Influential Materials and Information Sources

Visits to UWSP campus ]
Web site I = Vost
influential
Brochures |
College Guide Books or rankings
: I some
(i.e., U.S. News) ;
influence
Admissions representative ]
Advertising by UWSP I = o
influence
Web-based ranking sites |
Phone call from faculty |
social networks [Facebooks [
MySpace)
Phone call from UWSP student |
T T T T 1
0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

* Visits to the UWSP campus have a positive impact on students' choice of
UWSP with 75% of students saying that a campus visit(s) influenced them
to attend college here.

* The website and campus brochures also have an influence on students’
decision to attend UWSP.
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Comparison of UWSP with Other Schools in Wisconsin

1981 1990 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

One of the best

Better than
average

About like other
schools

Not as good as
others

26.0 30.7 32.0 34.4 339 340 37.5 299 300 274 279 239 228 253 257 233 259 248 316

51.8 50.4 49.5 469 473 50.3 448 49.1 515 49.1 493 53.0 52.6 48.4 49.7 550 53.8 56.8 51.7

21.7 186 18.2 183 187 155 17.6 20.8 185 23.3 22.7 22.8 244 26.1 24.0 214 201 182 157

06 04 03 03 02 02 00 02 00 02 02 03 02 02 05 04 02 05 11

Note: Prior to 2008, surveys were administered to a sample of freshmen before summer orientation. In 2008, surveys were administered during summer

orientation to >95% of incoming freshmen.
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New Freshmen Perceptions of UWSP
Compared to Other Wisconsin Schools

83.3

——0One of the best or above
73.7 average

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

* Perceptions of UWSP as one of the best colleges in Wisconsin or
above average compared to other institutions continue a positive
upward trend that started in 2003.
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