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EdiTor3 note: Tfric is the first ill a series nlrorrf 

I a !rip nbrond by Mcnommie High SSchoof qv'orl- 
I 

trrrr reacher Jcltn D'Angelo. I 

As school resumes this week, many teach- ! 

crs will be asking their students, "What did c 
p u  do over summer vacation?" Tkis year, I Jean ~ 

I 

will be able to share with my students an D ~ A ~ ~ ~ ~  
awesome life-changing experience about my I 

travels abroad to South Africav I 
From June 21 to July 13,l joined nine other U.S. teacl~ers and 

10 South Afncan teachers on a field-based program learning 
about South Africa's culture, diverse ecosystems and envfron- 
mental iswes. 

Global Environrncntal Teachings (GET) program, Global 
Envimnrnental Management (GEM), and the Wisconsiri Cen- 
ter sponsored the program for Environmental Ed~~cation 
(WCLE) through the University of Wirconsin-Stwens Point. 
Additional support for my travel came horn the Menomonk I 
community, including Menornonie Area Public Schools Foun- 
dation, Con A p a  Swiss Miss, and the Greater Menornonie Arca 
Community Foundation. 

Gl:,-T connects educators and students worlduidc through 
environmental education. This is the third ycar GET has been 
offering international exchanges for teachers and thc first year 
of an exchange between South AAica and IVisconsin. Trip 
leader Sumn Ermer of UW-Stwens Point said, "The teacher 
exchange program to South Africa unites edticators from the 
US. and South AFrica so they can learn about environmental 
education through hands-on ulorkshops while gaining a cul- 
tural experience." 

'Teachers had to apply for the workshap and be acccpted into 
the program, Once accepted, we then enrolled as students a t  
UW-Stevcns Point for three college graduate credits, The first 

1 

credit was online for four m-ecks, taught by Dr. Mai Phillip~, 
senior scientist in the College of Natural Resources. Topic? in 

the course included history, geography anrl climate of South 
Africa, diverse flora and fauna, economics and politics through 
the pmpective of natural reqources, ngrialIture and manufac- 
turing. It a!ro included current issucs facing 50~1th Afnca, 
including HIV, education and equality. I found thir course to 
he very challenging, but an excellent addition tn the travel and i 
workshops because it allowed us to better ~tnderstand thc I issucs around the South Ahcan government, education y r -  , 



I 7 .  
,, ' :\+ritlt?; ICFSO~C t?lt\t \~- i j l  IT- incorporiltcd into otir currnit i I 

te;ir:hirt~ asfignrncnts. 1 
{ 7'hc South Africa program hclpt'd mc hlcrease my undcr- 

standing of the rvorld's diverse ecoqystern and helped make the 
conneabn hetween 1Visconsints environment and those 

i 
abroad. I will be using the linowledgc 1 gained through t h ~ s  k program to help enhance the current environmental educa- 
tion componmts into my curriculum. The school bard 
a17proved a new pilot class callcd "world hunger" 'Illat I will be I 

teaching this year. I am looking Forward to using manv of my 
videos and photos to help teadl ahnut global agricllltural 

\1 issues. I hopc that my travel to South Africa, as rwll orhcr edu- 8 cational experiences ahroad will help to bring the ~vorl[l A littlc 1 
3- dawr to my students and help them better understand how 

they  fit into thc bifi picture. 
I ~vould low to be able to take all mv students with me to 

explore the world, but the best I can do as a teacher is to 
explorc the world and brirsg a little bit of it back to my SIX- 
dcnts. 

Over the next several week, P will be sharing my education- 
al cxpcricnce of South Nricd through stones and pictures. I 
hope to cover the follow in^ topics: Safari at  Addo Elephant 
Park, biodivercity of plant and animal life on land and sea, the 
Grcat Fi5h River Game Resewe, global look a t  biodiversity jn 
thc Western Cape, env~tnnmental education programs, 
Kiistenborch Garden, ap$cultural education In South Africa, 
Robben Island dnd current issues facing people today in South 
i\fnca. 

For mare information about So~ith Africa or this education- 
al program, cvrrtac-t me at Menomonie High School (715) 232- 
2609, ext. 151. 1 am also available for presentations about 
intcmational travel. 

"III tlre ard, we wii! con.wm onJy what ~ v e  low, IW will low oaIy 
whnt we mdcntClnd, and we will undmfand only ~vhat we arc. 
hltrght. " - Babn Dioum, S e n ~ p I t . ~  Philosapher 


