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“The road offered a journey into the unknown that could end up
allowing us to discover who we were and where we belonged.”

The Grand Prairie of Arkansas 1888

Interpretation: Facilitates a
Connection between the meanings of
the Resource and the Interests of the

Visitor.

« Meanings are more important than information.

« Visitors are seeking experiences.

« Interpretation should connect visitors
intellectually and emotionally to the resource
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Universal Concepts

L " \1
ntangible meanings that have significance to
almost everyone, but do not mean exactly the
same thing to any two people.
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Interpretation: Facilitates a “Rose about five. Had breakfast.

. . Got my housework done about
Connection between the meanings of nine. Baked six loaves of bread.

the Resource and the Interests of the Made a kettle of mush and have
now a suet pudding and beef
boiling. | have managed to put

my clothes away and set my
. Meanings are more important than information. house in order. May the

Visitor.

- ) ) Merciful be with me through the
« Visitors are seeking experiences.

unexpected scene...
« Interpretation should connect visitors

intellectually and emotionally to the resource Nine o’clock p.m. was delivered

of another son.”

Mary Walker, Journal 1848

The Oregon Trail ”Ghost” wheels tell a story of the emigrants wide trail along the

“One woman and two Platte River.

men lay dead on the r

grass and some more

ready to die. Women and

children crying, some

hunting medicine and

none to be found. With

heartfelt sorrow, we

looked around for some

time until | felt unwell

myself. Got up and “Cholera killed more emigrants

moved forward one mile, than anything else on the Oregon

so0 as to be out of hearing Tralil. In a bad year, some wagons

of crying and suffering.” lost two-thirds of their people. If

evenly spaced, there would be at
John Hawkins Clark least 10 graves every mile for the
May 13, 1852 2,000 miles of the trail.”

parbage cans g
attracts bears whe can
push open the door
but cannot get back
out






