Planning for Wisconsin’s Forests 

Data Documentation 

Managed Forest and Forest Crop Law Data

MFL and FCL data from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Tax Law Forestry Geodatabase, 2003.  Tax law data is spatially referenced using the PLSS quarter- quarter sections.  Note that a single quarter-quarter section may contain more than one tax law contract/record.  Below are descriptions of the tax law attributes utilized by this IMS service.  
Public Access

Open/Closed = PLSS that contains both tax law contracts open and closed to public access.  This is a result of more than one contract/record attached to a single quarter-quarter section.    


Closed = PLSS that contains only tax law contracts closed to public access. 

MFL/FCL = PLSS that contains MFL or FCL tax law contracts open to public access.

Managed Forest Land Ownership


Individual = Land owned by a private individual.  


Corporation = Land owned by a for-profit corporation.  

Cooperative = An association of individuals that have voting privileges to determine the actions of the land.  

Trust = An express living or testamentary private or charitable trust in property.  A trust is set up to act in the best interest of the individual for whom the trust is held.  

Partnership = Land owned by a for-profit partnership.  

Enrollment Before and After Agricultural Use Valuation

This information displays when MFL contracts were issued both previous to and after Agricultural Use Valuation, beginning in 1995.  

MFL Contract Expiration
This information displays when MFL contracts expire by PLSS quarter-quarter section.

Click here for more information:  Bobbie provide link to document.  
County Forests  
Source data from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Division of Forestry ORACLE database which identifies PLSS quarter-quarter sections containing County Forest Lands.  The PLSS IDs in the ORACLE database were used to find the corresponding geographic areas in the 24K Landnet.  Only full quarter-quarter-sections were matched in the 1:24K Landnet database.  Fractional lots and goverments lots are not represented.  

Click here for more information:  Bobbie provide link to document.
State Forests

Source data from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Managed Lands Database (DMLNW924).  Douglas Miskowiak, Center for Land Use Education queried the source data to identify only DNR lands managed as “northern forest” and “southern forest.”  The data is a spatial representation of real estate transactions in Facilities and Lands' (LF) Oracle Land Records System as of February 28, 2002. The data should not be interpreted as a legal representation of legal ownership boundaries. 
Click here for more information:  Bobbie provide link to document.
National Forests

Data acquired from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  
Click here for more information:  Bobbie provide link to document.
Forest and Forested Wetland Cover

Forest and forested wetland cover from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources WISCLAND database.  WISCLAND created from Landsat TM satellite imagery acquisition primarily from 1992, published in 1998.  Approximate resolution is one-acre.  
Click here for more information:  Metadata unavailable at time of search, should find link to DNR
County Boundaries

This polygon shapefile represents boundaries of the 72 counties in Wisconsin. The data is derived from the U.S. Census Bureau's 1990 TIGER/Line files.  This data set provides a generalized representation of the 72 counties in Wisconsin. The level of accuracy does not support detailed local analysis.  Data acquired from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  

Click here for more information:  http://dnr.wi.gov/maps/gis/metacounty1.html 
Minor Civil Divisions

This data layer is a polygon shapefile representing Wisconsin minor civil divisions, derived from the 2000 TIGER line files.  This data layer is for use in generalized mapping applications. The level of accuracy does not support detailed local analysis.  Data acquired from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources. 

Click here for more information:  http://dnr.wi.gov/maps/gis/metacivil1.html 
Roads and Highways

Roads and highways from the United States Bureau of the Census TIGER line data.  Data acquired from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.     

Click here for more information:  http://www.census.gov/geo/www/tiger/ 

Lakes, Rivers and Streams

This shapefile from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 1:24,000 scale Hydrography data model (Version 3).  This shapefile includes all Simple Hydro Areas and include hydrographic features only.  This model does not contain islands, uplands, or wetlands. 

Click here for more information:  http://dnr.wi.gov/maps/gis/datahydro.html#docs    

Public Land Survey System Quarter-Quarter Sections                         PLSS quarter-quarter sections from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 24K Landnet database.  The Landnet database is a spatially referenced digital representation of the Public Land Survey System.  
Click here for more information:  http://dnr.wi.gov/maps/gis/metalandnet1.html 
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